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A Message from Pastor Hill 

Faithful Firsts 
Dear members,  
July ended with Mt. Horeb holding its first outdoor wor-
ship service during the COVID-19 pandemic! The weath-
er was beautiful as we gathered around Word and Sacra-
ment in community. This comes after we enhanced our 
online worship during the pandemic – another first. 
Thanks to all our Transition Team members and volun-
teers for their planning and significant effort.  
 
July also ended with the SC Assembly meeting virtually 
for the first time. 515 voting members from all across our 
synod gathered to listen to reports of ministry, speakers, 
to participate in Bible study, and to Worship. We listened 
for the guiding of the Holy Spirit as we engaged in a 
prayerful process to elect a new Bishop. For the first time 
in our SC History, the Holy Spirit led us to elect a female 
Bishop, Reverend Ginny Aebischer! It was a first that 
both Mt. Horeb pastors were listed on the first ecclesiasti-
cal ballot! That reflects on the witness of our ministry we 
celebrate here at Mt. Horeb! It was also a first, for me, 
that my name remained until the fourth ballot as one of 
three candidates to be considered. Before I spoke, I re-
flected on the faithful firsts in my life, times when I have 
experienced God’s presence: birth and baptism, loving 
parents and siblings, teachers, mentors, spouse, chil-
dren, camp Lutheridge, friends, and congregations I’ve 
served – especially Mt. Horeb, my faith family. My heart 
was full. 
 
In Paul’s letter to the Galatians, he speaks of firsts. We 
are first made children of God because God first loved us 
and desired to make us one through the faith of Jesus, 
not through religious law. Paul was writing to a group of 
Greek-speaking converts to Christianity, proclaiming how 
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God had clothed them with Christ. They were "no longer Jew or Greek, 
slave or free, male or female” but all were one in Christ Jesus (3:28). That 
was a first! Now, they had the characteristics of Christ and were called to do 
their best to present him to the world. This means showing his grace and 
his love, speaking his truth, and serving others with his generosity and com-
passion. God first acted so they could have new life. Paul told them – and 
tells us - to remember God’s first action of love. And when we do remember, 
“let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest time, 
if we do not give up.” (6:9)  
 
July – with its firsts - is behind us as we embrace the first of August - a new 
day, a new month. I’m reminded of a poster from High School days which 
reads: Today is the first day of the rest of your life. For you and me, the gift 
is that God’s promise is to be present with us always.  
 
Let this fill your heart. And, let us be faithful in each new day - doing what is 
right, rejoicing and remembering that God first loved us!   
 
-Pastor Hill 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

A Message from Pastor Joanna 
 
Blessings to you and blessings be yours during this month of August!  I hope you 
have found time to see how your church family has been ever changing during 
this time of pandemic living.  We are certainly changed; in our perspective as to 
what is important, in our gratitude of each interaction, in our being church togeth-
er.  In the last part of July, we had our first outdoor worship service.  Pastor Hill 
and I, along with the transition team, did not know how it was going to turn out…
but we faithfully all jumped in (together with you!) and were a part of a different 
but meaningful worship service.  Thank you to each one of you who came, and 
to all of you who are an active part of the transition meetings and who are pray-
ing for your church. 

God is doing new things among us, and they all take time, patience, and action 
on our part.  Keep an eye and ear out for all of these God’s kingdom moments 
that are part of your day and our month together.  Thanks be to God for even the 
smallest seeds that are planted, for we do not know when or how they will bear 
fruit and life in God’s kingdom!   

Remember not the former things, 
    nor consider the things of old. 
 Behold, I am doing a new thing; 
    now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 



Reverend Ginny Aebischer Elected as SC Synod 
Bishop 
The Rev. Virginia Aebischer was elected July 25 to 
serve a six-year term as bishop of the South Carolina 
Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA). The election took place during the synod as-
sembly, held July 25 online. 
 
The Rev. Virginia Aebischer was elected on the fifth ballot, with 280 votes. 
The Rev. Jacqueline Utley, received 211 votes. 
 
The Rev. Virginia Aebischer has most recently served as Assistant to the 
Bishop with Bishop Herman Yoos.  Bishop-Elect Aebischer graduated from 
Upsala College in 1983. Upsala College was a Lutheran college in East Or-
ange, New Jersey. She received her M. Div from The Lutheran Theological 
Southern Seminary, located here in Columbia in 1989. She was ordained 
on September 17, 1989 after receiving a call to Lutheran Church of the Re-
deemer in Charleston, South Carolina. 
 
Bishop-Elect Aebischer will succeed The Rev. Dr. Herman Yoos and will 
take office on September 1, 2020 with an Installation service happening on 
September 19, 2020. Details are still being worked on as the pandemic 
continues. 
 
The bishop serves as the synod’s pastor and is called to administer sacra-
ments, preach, provide pastoral care, advise, ordain, advocate, interpret, 
and serve as the ecumenical officer. 
 

Beaufort Street Outdoor Worship –  
Sunday’s @ 8:30 am 
Mt. Horeb began an outdoor Worship service on Sun-
day, July 26 at 8:30 am. Approximately 60 people at-
tended. Held on site at the corner of Boundary and 
Beaufort Streets, it is a combination of drive-in (can listen to on 87.9 FM ra-
dio) and stand or sit (bring a chair). The abbreviated service lasts about 30 
minutes and includes Holy Communion, using the bread only. All are invit-
ed. This is part of our Phase 1 response to the Coronavirus, and the out-
door service will continue until we return to indoor Worship. Please remem-
ber to wear a mask and practice safe distancing. May God continue to 
bless and keep each of you+  
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Our online Service on YouTube and Facebook 
each Sunday at 9:00 am continues in addition to the 
outdoor worship. We are also providing daily video devo-
tions through our Facebook and YouTube pages. Go to 
our Mt. Horeb website (https://mthoreb.net/), scroll to the 
top or bottom, and you’ll find links - little blue boxes - for both Facebook and 
YouTube. Just click to connect. We encourage you to visit these sites, sub-
scribe and/or like, and invite others to do the same. Thanks to our Worship 
Transition Team and volunteers for their planning and effort. We also will pro-
vide news updates on our website. If you do not receive these updates, please 
sign up by providing your email to receive weekly e-news.  
 

Your response of financial support to Mt. Horeb 
continues to be a blessing! Offerings may be sent in by 
mail, placed in the drop box near the portico, or provided 
online through PayPal and Tithe.ly (look for the red 

‘Donate Online’ button). We are thankful for everyone’s prayerful support, and 
your offerings are greatly appreciated. 
 
Office hours are currently suspended during phase one.  
Each staff member is working from home, and periodically in the office. Please 
call, text, or email, and we will respond as soon as possible. We have been 
conducting meetings, Bible studies, and classes using Zoom. Ministry Teams 
will be meeting over the next few weeks to plan.  
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Worship Transition Team 
The Worship Transition Team has focused on four areas.  The first was a sur-
vey to get direct feedback from the congregation, which we reported on in the 
last messenger.  This month we want to update everyone on the work that has 
been done to improve our current online worship practices and on outdoor wor-
ship.  Next month we will update everyone on our plans for indoor worship. 
 

Streaming & Current Practice Improvement Subcommittee 
We are proud that our team has been able to organize a recorded worship ser-
vice that airs each Sunday morning on You Tube and Facebook at 9 am and 
can be viewed at any time after 9 am.  We have been able to incorporate differ-
ent members each week in the welcome, prayers, readings, and the creed. We 

https://mthoreb.net/
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have agreed that weekly videos should be limited to approximately 30 
minutes and we have been able to work within that time frame to date.  We 
appreciate each member who has graciously participated in recording a vid-
eo for each week’s worship.  We have also been able to expand the editing 
team so that we now have 3 people who will rotate editing and uploading the 
videos each week.  We are thankful for Justin Luck, David Williams and Bar-
ry McCall for stepping up to be part of the editing team.  We have purchased 
a license in order to provide music in our videos and hope everyone has en-
joyed this addition.  We have also been able to identify memorial funds and 
member contributions to purchase the audio-visual equipment that is needed 
to move from an analog system to a digital system to be able to live stream 
worship services now and in the future.  This system improvement has been 
approved by Council.  We believe that streaming capability is a long-term in-
vestment to serve our members even post-Covid 19.  
 

Mt Horeb Lutheran Church Outdoor worship begins Sunday July 26th 
For outdoor worship during the summer months while we are not having in-
door worship. Having outdoor worship early in the morning at 8:30 am might 
be helpful. Restrooms would need to be opened and cleaned before and af-
ter worship. Closed containers for offering drop-off/collection would be need-
ed. A worship packet with Communion wafers and a bulletin would be hand-
ed out upon entering. Each service would be about 30 minutes. Three wor-
ship idea options were evaluated and the decision was to proceed with wor-
ship on the Beaufort Street Property on Sunday July 26th at 8:30 a.m. 
+Drive-in/Standing/Sitting Worship Beaufort Street Property 

+ Speaker system with a FM transmitter has been purchased to pro-
vide services to those who wish to sit on chairs or blankets and for 
those who wish to remain in their cars. 

+ Bulletin, Communion wafer pick-up and Offering collection as cars 
and people enter 

+ Singing accompanied by portable electric piano or recorded music to 
hopefully be provided 

+ Staged area somewhere in middle of property. Cars can do head-in 
parking. People can also come out and stand/sit near the staging ar-
ea.  
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Congregational Council Highlights for July 
 

The council met on Sunday, July 12, 2020 via Zoom video conference due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic.  The council took action on or discussed the following items in Ju-
ly: 

+The council approved the following motion: “To purchase and install the necessary 
equipment to provide a digital format for recording with new HD cameras. Scope 
also includes licensing for use of music over the internet, live streaming capa-
bility, and a new computer to support the system. This is at a cost not to exceed 
$20,000.”  The funds to purchase the equipment are coming from a combination of 
member donations given specifically to purchase this equipment ($11,478) and memo-
rial funds ($8,522). 

+Mt. Horeb received an appeal letter from the SC Synod asking for commitments to 
help complete building of Cristo Rey, a Latino mission congregation in West Columbia.  
A generous donor has pledged $50,000 if half of the 150 synod congregations will 
make a donation toward completing the worship center.  At this time they need 40 con-
gregations to commit to meet that challenge by the end of July.  The council approved 
the following motion: “To contribute $500 to the cause through our benevolence 
line item and that we announce that we offer an opportunity for members to con-
tribute to the cause in addition to the $500”.  Any member wanting to give an offer-
ing for this purpose should donate to Mt Horeb and designate the contribution to 
“Cristo Rey”.   

+The Finance Team informed the council that the Payroll Protection Program Loan/
Grant application was approved through Security Federal.  These funds will help en-
sure funds are available to pay church staff and preschool staff due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.   The funds can also be used to pay utility bills and mortgage interest.  As 
long as the funds are used in this manner over a 22 week period, the loan/grant 
should be forgiven at the end of the year.   

+The Finance Team reported that offerings continue to be consistent through the 
month of June even though we have continued with only online worship services.  Of-
ferings for June were $45,604 which was greater than budgeted revenue for June of 
$44,916.   The year-to-date revenues through June were $264,768 which is still less 
than budgeted revenues of $291,957.  However, expenditures continue to be less than 
budget since programs are not running as normal.  The actual expenditures through 
June were $249,778.  Therefore, we are operating with a net income of $14,990 
through June 30.   The council continues to be grateful for our members’ generous 
contributions during this uncertain time. 

+The transition team reported on their progress through the end of June.   
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Saints Are A Lot Like Mushrooms 
—Dr. Bob Hawkins 

 
For the past, several Sundays the Church has gathered around Jesus telling 
parables to his followers.  They aren’t detailed descriptions of life in general so 
much as pointed stories with a punchline.  Jesus chooses the parables because 
they give us something familiar to hold on to while he makes his point about 
life’s complexities.  By way of comparison – The Kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to… — he sets before us the familiar so that we can begin to under-
stand issues which challenges us.  Whether the focus is a mustard seed, fishing 
for people, discovering a precious treasure hidden in a field, or the effect of 
yeast on flour and water, we begin to understand what challenges us thanks to 
the similarities of what is familiar to us in the parables.  This Sunday’s gospel 
[Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52] appears a jumble sale of parables that Jesus hasn’t 
yet addressed, strung together in no particular order.  Artistic license suggests 
adding another parable not found in the B-I-B-L-E: The Kingdom of Heaven may 
be compared to a wooded lot full of mushrooms. 
 
            A happy memory of childhood in central Indiana was the annual family 
hunt for the elusive but plentiful morel mushroom.  My grandparents’ farm was a 
mushroom mecca in early Spring.  The dogwoods and redbuds were not yet in 
bloom.  Jack-in-the Pulpits, wild geraniums, and trilliums had yet to 
sprout.  However, for the intrepid tramper of wooded hillsides and ravines while 
all was still brown and grey, patience might well pay off in a bounty of morels 
found tucked under ferns, around dead tree stumps, and most usually shrouded 
by dead leaves. 
 
            Morel mushrooms are not readily apparent; they aren’t flashy, calling at-
tention to themselves.  They simply are a part of the landscape, popping up qui-
etly wherever the woodland floor provides what they need to survive.  They are 
rather fragile, comprised of a hollow, fleshy stem and a loofah-like oblong cap 
the same coloring as the leaves surrounding them.  Happily, they don’t resem-
ble most poisonous varieties of fungi save for the False Morel, itself a warty, 
pale-image of the modest but tasty True Morel. 
 
            God’s saints can be similarly described.  As precious to God as morels 
are to gourmet hunter-gatherers, saints on the whole blend into the life around 
them.  We do saints a disservice when we expect them to be the flashy, one-
dimensional Super-Christians of myth and legend.  Saints do not call attention 
to themselves simply because their lives are a mirror for reflecting God’s loving 
presence in the world.  This is the grounding for Luther’s equating the assembly 



8 

of the Baptized as God’s living, breathing, loving, serving saints.  Saints are folks 
who have begun to understand the meaning of the Greatest Commandment: 
 
36 “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” 37 [Jesus] said to [the 
lawyer], “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, 
and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the greatest and first commandment. 39 And a 
second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On these two com-
mandments hang all the law and the prophets.”  [Matthew 22:36-40] 
 
 Saints seem to blend in with the life around them because they are brothers and 
sisters in Christ to neighbor and stranger alike.  God’s saints are not “super-human;” 
they have their doubts, fears, their tendencies for anger, suspicion, jealousy and the 
like just like the ones who have yet to hear of the love of Jesus.  They are as fragile 
as the wondrous morel.  They also are beginning to trust in God’s promise:  in good 
or bad, in sickness or in health, for better or worse, whatever the situation, NOTH-
ING can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus – EVER! [Romans 8:37-
39].  Such trust, such love, such capacity to see Christ in the face of the stranger, 
such a wonder it is that God can establish such ruggedness of faith in the lives of 
these fragile saints who sprout, unexpected and commonplace throughout God’s 
good world. 
 
            So, grab a paper bag and join the mushroom hunt for God’s elusive but plen-
tiful saints.  Don’t be surprised at whom you might find in the bountiful harvest! 
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  Praying for: 

+Gene Olsten 
+Sandy Mesimer 
+Albert Shealy 
+Pam Shear 
+Pauline Wodtke 
+Cindy Hill 
+Don Comalander 
+Marc Lindler 
+Fred Stuart 
+Michael Hatchell 
+Betty Comalander 
+Nancy Hess 
+Jerry Shealy 
+Fred Garren 
+Brady Amick 
+George Winn 
+Tommy Cumalander 
+Nancy Crogen 
+Nancy DiMascio 
+Charlie Shealy 
 
Praying for friends of our church 
family: 
+ Sadie Gillian, friend of Jennifer Wells 
+ Matthew Coker, great nephew of the 

Shealy family 
+ Margaret Koon, mother of Robbie De-

Freese 
+ Marie Fulmer, niece of Loretta Griffin & 

family 
+ Hazel Hannem, friend of Mary Epting 
+ Amelia Kinard, sister of Billy Griffin 
+ Sarah Grace Jerkins, great-niece of Anne 

Wessinger 
+ Tom Crooks, brother of Carolyn Bishop 
+ Butch Pratt, cousin of John Rodgers 
+ Benny Smith, brother of Anne S. Wes-

singer 
+ Linda Floyd, friend of John & Cathy 

Rodgers 
+ Sue Carver, friend of Joanne Wessinger 

Hill 
+ Bill Smoak, friend of John & Cathy Rodg-

ers 
+ Sonny Blocker, brother-in-law of Dan & 

Robbie DeFreese 
+ Cal Coy, friend of John & Cathy Rodgers 
+ David Owens, friend of Edward Neeley, 

Fred Garren and Tommy Hill 
+ Tyler Grubbs, friend of Lillie Free 
+ Lorraine Revels, daughter of friend of Jo-

Anne Hill 
+ Marie Syrett, sister-in-law of Mary Kern 
+ Nate Williams, friend of Linda & Gene Ol-

sten 
+ Al Zaback, cousin of Jerry & Vicky Shea-

ly 
+ Judy Dominick, sister of Glenda Lindler 
+ Sally Thompson, sister-in-law of Susan 

Addy 
+ Diane Nichol, friend of Susan Addy 
+ Keith & Bonnie Maddox, Cindy Rego’s 

parents 
+ Evren Ray, great-niece of Susan Addy 
+ Chris & Eddie Shealy, sons of Gene & 

Ann B. Shealy 
+ Sherri Adams, Paul Rego’s sister 
+ Tommy Ward, friend of Jim Pope 
+ William Eckley, cousin of Vicky Shealy 
+ Payton Dominick, great-nephew of Glen-

da Lindler 
+ Tyler Richardson, son-in-law of Pastor 

Dick & Jeannie Webber 
+  Heidi Smith, Lew’s wife 
+  Todd Buehler, Debbie Hjelseth’s brother 
+  Landon Derrick, Wes Hill’s classmate & 

friend 
+ All those serving in the military 
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If you do not see your birthday or anniver-

sary (or if our info is incorrect), please con-

tact the church office so we can add you to 

our birthday and anniversary lists or correct 

our information. 

 AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
2  Drew Boland 
 Danny Free 
 Kelly Wessinger 
3  Jamie Lindler 
  Bailey Shealy 
5     Craig Hess 
 Ann Hutchens 
 Tarzie Johnston 
7 Wes Hill 
8 Rick Setzer 
9  Wil Hutchens 
 JoAnne Hill 
 Jason Wells 
10   Faye Lindler 
11   Peaches Shealy 
12   Jerry D. Shealy 
13   Bonnie Counts 
 Andrew Miller 
 Peggy Roche 
14   Audrey Fulmer 
 Elsie Feltner 
15  Patsy Comalander 
 Herbert Lindler 
 Jo Anne Ritchie 
16    Kim Boland 
 Gene Boland 
17 Drew McCall 
 Gracen Splittgerber 
 Peyton Wessinger 
 Jeannie Webber 
20 Melinda Morris 
22 Margaret Robinson 
 Stan Shealy 
 Dennis Frick 
24   Annette Stuck 
27   Taylor Ann Fiber 
      Roy Nelson 
28 Cheryl Joiner 
 Jordan McCall 
 Jenna McCall 
29   Chelsea Frick 
 Phyllis Metts 

30   John Curry 
 Cindy Rego 
 Jeanne Reynolds 
 Cathryn Summer 
 
 
AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES  
 2 Danny & Jenny Marks–23 
 4  Pete & Sandra Ayoub–57 
 Ken & Joan Heintz–36 
 Gene & Sherry Teal–-46 
11   Aubrey & Mary Nell Metts–-47 
13 Mike & Joni Epting–32 
26   Robert & Hazel Smith–59 
28   Harvey & Hope Amick–-26 



AUGUST 2020 CALENDAR 

Pastor Joanna’s Day Off—Thursday       Pastor Hill’s Day Off—Friday 

Due to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, all in-person 

church activities and gatherings are currently suspend-

ed with the exception of our Sunday 8:30 a.m. outdoor 

worship service on our Beaufort Street Property. 

 

Currently, we are providing online worship and daily vid-

eo devotions through our Facebook and YouTube pag-

es. Go to our Mt. Horeb website (https://mthoreb.net/), 

scroll to the top or bottom, and you’ll find links - little 

blue boxes - for both Facebook and YouTube. We en-

courage you to visit these sites, subscribe and/or like, 

and invite others to do the same.  

 

Though church office hours are currently suspended, 

each staff member is working from home, and periodi-

cally in the office. Please call, text, or email, and we will 

respond as soon as possible. We have been conducting 

meetings, Bible studies, and classes using Zoom.  



Contact Us 

Mt. Horeb Lutheran  

101 East Boundary St. 

Chapin, SC  29036 
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Joanna C. Gragg,  

Associate Pastor 

pastorjoanna@mthoreb.net 
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