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A Message from Pastor Hill 

Faithful Firsts 
1 The Lord is king, he is robed in majesty; the Lord is robed, he is 
girded with strength. He has established the world; it shall never 
be moved; 2 your throne is established from of old; you are from 
everlasting. 3 The floods have lifted up, O Lord, the floods have 
lifted up their voice; the floods lift up their roaring. 4 More majes-

tic than the thunders of mighty waters, more majestic than the 
waves of the sea, majestic on high is the Lord! 5 Your decrees 

are very sure; holiness befits your house, O Lord, for evermore. – 
Psalm 93 

 
As I dwell on this passage, two themes stand out: God's kingship 
and a connection to the sixth day of creation. Its 45 words (in He-
brew) is the numerical value of the word adam in Hebrew. In the 
OT, names were given an alphanumeric code - assigning a nu-
merical value to a name based on its letters. For example, 666 is 
the numerical equivalent of the name and title Nero Caesar 
(Roman Emperor 54–68 AD) - and was used to secretly speak 
against the emperor (the beast in Rev.). 
 
45 words in Psalm 93 = Adam. Adam was created on the sixth 
day of Creation and understood God as The Creator. Psalm 93 
was also designated as the ‘Song of the Day’ for the day before 
the Sabbath, to be sung by the Levites in the Temple in Jerusa-
lem. A tribute to God. 
 
Reading this psalm sparked a memory. When I was in high 
school, I can remember how if I stayed up late enough watch TV, 
the stations used to sign off the air overnight. The transmitter 
would be shut down and the picture would go to static. Just be-
forehand, they would play either the Star Spangled Banner, or 
America the Beautiful (‘Oh beautiful, for spacious skies, For am-
ber waves of grain, For purple mountain majesties, Above the 
fruited plain, America, America God shed God’s grace on thee’). 
It was a tribute to our country and to God, the Creator. 
 
The first commandment is ‘I am the Lord your God, You shall 
have no other gods before me.’ David said ‘The Lord is My Shep-
herd, I shall not be in want.’ Mary said, ‘My Soul does magnify the 
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Lord.’ Jesus taught us to pray, ‘Father in Heaven, Holy is your name…’ 
 
Let this psalm today remind you of God’s almightiness … and of God’s weight and 
worth in your life. Let it cause you to rethink and nurture your faith … and call into 
question that what obscures God’s majesty, God’s Holy presence, in your life. Let go, 
Let God, and know the kingdom of God is at hand. Blessed are you, for yours is the 
kingdom of God. 
 
The hymn “Blest are They” (ELW #728, David Haas) beautifully captures the gift of the 
blessedness we have in Christ:  Blest are they, the poor in spirit; theirs is the kingdom 
of God. Blest are they, full of sorrow, they shall be consoled. Refrain: Rejoice and be 
glad! Blessed are you; holy are you! Rejoice and be glad! Yours is the Kingdom of 
God! 
 
May Christ bless and keep you+ Pastor Hill 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
A Message from Pastor Joanna 

 
Hello, Mt. Horeb family!  I hope and pray that you and each of your family members 
are staying safe and that you all had a good summer.  The Gragg family went to the 
beach a few weeks ago, with our extended family.  It was a blast.  Part of the reason it 
was extra fun this year is because our nieces who are 1, 3, and 5, gave us all a new 
perspective on the great adventure that the beach can be.   
 
One day we decided it was the perfect day to fly a kite.  It was windy, but not too 
windy.  The breeze was steadily blowing off of the water toward the sand dunes.  So it 
started off great and everyone was watching and taking turns holding the end of the 
string… but then about 10 minutes later, it somehow ended up in a palmetto tree.  Now 
I’m not talking about how a kite usually gets stuck, I’m talking about the spool had 
been swept out of our hands and the spool was caught in the top of the tree.  But the 
kite was still flying beautifully.  Just out of our reach.   
 
After what I’m sure you can imagine was a short but drama filled time of grieving the 
loss of the kite, at the end of the day on the walk home we could see the palmetto tree 
was still flying that kite perfectly well.  And then we started checking on it.  When we 
went to get groceries, when we went on our bike rides, and throughout the next day.  
The kite stayed there. My favorite siting was when we were driving to pick up dinner, 
over the bridge and across the island, the kite was still flying in the same spot where 
the tree had anchored it. 
 
It was a comfort, it was a conversation topic, and it was a story that ended up anchor-
ing us and our crew of all ages.   
 
As Christ followers in the month of September, the year of 2020, we are watching out 
for what anchors us too.  We have a lot of questions, uncertainties, anxieties, and have 
been living in a sequestered, physically different world.  But we are not alone, just look 
to the skies-- or in the trees-- or in the water.  Yes, in the baptismal water.  Through all 
of the back and forth of our days, decisions, and numbers our anchor is still Jesus.  



And Christ tells us that the Holy Spirit advocates and comforts us.  I hope you have 
found that comfort.  We have faith that hopes each of us has found that holy comfort  
So keep it up, keep reaching out and calling each other, keep asking questions and 
talking about what we need to do.  Remember you are not alone, we need to keep 
telling our story as people of God and connecting to one another.  Our story is shared 
across the deep waters that separate us, and through the Holy Spirit Jesus Christ in 
God the Father is our anchor.   
Peace and Blessings,  
Pastor Joanna 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Beaufort Street Outdoor Worship –  
Sunday’s @ 8:30 am 
Mt. Horeb began an outdoor Worship service on Sunday, July 26 
at 8:30 am. Approximately 60 people attended. Held on site at the 
corner of Boundary and Beaufort Streets, it is a combination of 
drive-in (can listen to on 87.9 FM radio) and stand or sit (bring a 

chair). The abbreviated service lasts about 30 minutes and includes Holy Communion, 
using the bread only. All are invited. This is part of our Phase 1 response to the Coro-
navirus, and the outdoor service will continue until we return to indoor Worship. 
Please remember to wear a mask and practice safe distancing. May God continue to 
bless and keep each of you+  

 
Our online Service on YouTube and Facebook 
each Sunday at 9:00 am continues in addition to the out-
door worship. We are also providing daily video devotions 
through our Facebook and YouTube pages. Go to our Mt. Ho-
reb website (https://mthoreb.net/), scroll to the top or bottom, 
and you’ll find links - little blue boxes - for both Facebook and 
YouTube. Just click to connect. We encourage you to visit these sites, subscribe and/
or like, and invite others to do the same. Thanks to our Worship Transition Team and 
volunteers for their planning and effort. We also will provide news updates on our 
website. If you do not receive these updates, please sign up by providing your email 
to receive weekly e-news.  
 

Your response of financial support to Mt. Ho-
reb continues to be a blessing! Offerings may be sent in by 
mail, placed in the drop box near the portico, or provided 
online through PayPal and Tithe.ly (look for the red ‘Donate 

Online’ button). We are thankful for everyone’s prayerful support, and your offerings 
are greatly appreciated. 
 
Office hours are currently suspended during phase one.  
Each staff member is working from home, and periodically in the office. Please call, 
text, or email, and we will respond as soon as possible. We have been conducting 
meetings, Bible studies, and classes using Zoom. Ministry Teams will be meeting over 
the next few weeks to plan.  

 

https://mthoreb.net/


4 

COVID-19 Updates 
Our members serving on Council, the Transition Team, and our Ministry 
Teams continue to meet and plan. We diligently prepare and pray as we 
watch the COVID-19 case numbers and percent-positive testing num-
bers come down. Mt. Horeb's 3-phase plan to return to indoor worship 
and activities is in place, and the building has been cleaned and set up 
for re-opening with social distancing and sanitation stations. As soon as 
The Transition Team and Council feel we have reached the phase 2 cri-

teria, we will announce our re-opening through e-News, Facebook, and our web page 
(www.mthoreb.net). Thank you to all our members and friends who support our ministry 
together! We are praying for you! God continues to provide and bring goodness in the 
midst of the pandemic.  
 

Good Neighbors 
Who would have believed that 5 months after the statewide 
lockdown that we would still be wearing masks, social distanc-
ing and with some people still self-isolating.  The SERVE Team 
believes some people still need help to run errands like pick-up 
groceries, run to the bank, pick-up a prescription and etc.  If you have a need that some-
one can help you with while maintaining social distancing we want to help. 
·        If you need a helping hand please contact the Church Office and we will have a   
  “Good Neighbor” contact you to provide you the helping hand you need. 
·         If you have the time to be a “Good Neighbor” please contact the Church Office so  
    we can add you to the list of volunteers that are willing to help. 
Throughout the New Testament we are told to love, serve, and help our neighbors.  We 
hope that the “Good Neighbor” initiative will help us to live out our faith in service to each 
other as we all face these uncertain times. 
 

Snack Pack Program 
With August comes back to school and a resumption of our support for the Snack Pack 
Program.  We need to start now to build up our inventory to support this program for an-
other school year. 
 
Here is how you can help: 

+Bring cans of canned pasta to outdoor worship on Sundays, or drive by the church on 
Wednesday’s and leave them under the awning.  We will collect them from there. 

+Make a monetary donation and we will buy the canned pasta. 
 

Last school year we were able to provide over 200 cans of pasta per week, thanks to the 
generosity of our congregation.  Although we do not know this year’s number yet, given all 
that is going on, we expect the need will be greater. 
Thanks again for your continued support as no child should go to bed hungry. 
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Confirmation Begins via Zoom on September 20 
The confirmation program at Mt. Horeb is part of our tradition to help 
young students grow in faith as they transition from children to young 
adults. During grades 6-8, students gather during Sunday school to 
engage in a three-year discussion of the Old Testament, the New Tes-
tament, and Luther’s Small Catechism. On Reformation Sunday during 
their 9th grade year, students are invited to affirm their faith in The Rite 
of Confirmation. 
Confirmation class for the 6th, 7th and 8th graders will begin a new 

year of class (on Zoom) on September 20, 2020 @ 10:30 am. Please send Pastor 
Hill (pastorhill@mthoreb.net) an email with the email you wish to use, along with 
your full name and number for texting. You will receive a class schedule for the year. 
Parents are invited to attend the first class on 9/20. Pastor Hill will communicate sep-
arately with all 9th grade students and parents to review the confirmation experience 
and discuss the final project (Baptismal LOG) to be completed in preparation for The 
Rite of Confirmation on October 25th. 
 

Fall Sunday School begins September 20 
The Learn Team is coordinating an online Sunday School for 
parents and children this Fall. Each family or SS class or Small 
group is encouraged to designate a time to “have class togeth-
er” each Sunday. Mt. Horeb will provide resources and assis-
tance if needed. Resources are downloadable and you can 
teach at your own pace. Also, lectionary-based children’s bulletin will be available for 
each week. Please contact Peggy Miller (pmiller4724@gmail.com) to provide your 
email and to sign up to participate. The following class resources will be provided: 

Pre-K through grade 5: “Dig-In” Curriculum (Group Publishing) 
Grade 6, 7, & 8:  “Small Catechism” Curriculum (Here We Stand)  

High School:   ELCA Bible 
Young Adult:   “Wired Word” 

 
Please contact Peggy Miller, Pastor Hill (pastorhill@mthoreb.net), or Pastor Joanna 
(pastorjoanna@mthoreb.net) for any help with setting up Sunday School or a small 
group. We will offer weekly faith formation in this way until Mt. Horeb Council deems 
it safe to return to in-person classes at Mt. Horeb. 
 

 

 

Thank you for all of the acts of kindness during my recovery from knee surgery—
cards, visits, food, prayer.  Your love and support has been a treasure for me to hold 
on to!  I am so blessed and look forward to seeing you all soon! 

                     Pam Shear 
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Congregational Council Highlights for August 
 

The council met on Sunday, August 9, 2020 via Zoom video conference due to the Covid-
19 pandemic.  The council took action on or discussed the following items in July: 
 
+ The council approved the following motion: “Donate $1,500 to Novus Way (Lutheridge, 
 Lutherock, Luther Springs and Lutheranch) and $500 to Camp Kinard.  Monies to 
 come from the Confirmation Camp account.” The rationale for the motion is: Over the 
 years, Lutheridge and Camp Kinard have been integral parts of our ministry.  We hope 
 they can continue in this service, but with the cancelation of most of their programming 
 they are in significant need of financial help.  In our 2020 budget, we have $2,750 that 
 will not be spent as Campfirmation at Lutheridge has been canceled this year.  We 
 view this financial donation as an investment in our future ministries.    
 
+ Pastor Joanna, Pastor Hill and Arnie updated the council on the virtual Synod  
 Assembly that was held on Saturday, July 25.   The Rev. Virginia “Ginny” Aebischer 
 was elected as the new Bishop   and will serve a six year term.  She currently serves 
 as the Assistant to the Bishop, is the first female bishop for the SC Synod and will 
 begin her official duties on September 1.   Although it had to be held virtually, all felt 
 that the Synod had done a very good job condensing the Assembly to one day and into 
 an online format that successfully incorporated all of the voting by the delegates. 
 
+ The Serve Team has cleaned out the garden containers and are working on preparing 
 them for future plantings.  The snackpack program will continue once school begins 
 but the exact number of weekly cans needed has not been determined yet.   
 
+ The Finance Team will be taking budget requests from each team.  These requests are 
 due by September 7 and a first reading of the budget will be presented to the council 
 on September 13. 
 
+ The Finance Team reported that offerings for July were down from previous months 
 and expenses of $42,365 exceeded revenues by $5,788.   Offerings for July were 
 $36,577 which was less than budgeted revenue for July of $44,916.   The year-to-date 
 revenues through July were $300,976 which is still less than budgeted revenues of 
 $340,616.  However, expenses continue to be less than budget since programs are not 
 running as normal.  The actual expenses through July were $292,143.  Therefore, we 
 are operating with a net income of $9,203 through July 31. 
  
+ Landscaping on the Wessinger property has been completed by Michael Hatchell and 
 the project is still within budget.  Many thanks to Michael for his work on this project!  
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The Gist of Life 
—Dr. Bob Hawkins 

 
  One of the most gracious compliments is to have someone ask you to teach 
them a skill that you have.  Whether it is baking the perfect pound cake, laying brick, 
growing tomato plants which actually bear tomatoes, or playing the accordion, anoth-
er person has appreciated your talent and hopes you might share your understand-
ing.  You obviously have the gist.  They want to find out just what it takes to accom-
plish the task. 

            Often in scripture we read with no little envy of those prophets, disciples, and 
apostles who ran the race, kept the faith, took up their crosses, gladly fished for peo-
ple, and were faithful ambassadors of the living God to the end.  We are prone to 
wonder how in the world they did it.  Then we look at our own record, wondering why 
in the world we can’t seem to do it, even for Jesus’ sake.  The anxiety concerning our 
apparently lukewarm discipleship may be based on some misinformation regarding 
those saints who in all honesty spark no little jealousy in our troubled hearts.  Peter, 
the Rock, strong champion of Christ, Paul, the eloquent apostle to the nations, Lydia, 
Dorcas, and Phoebe whose faith overcame the cultural veil of silence to which wom-
en usually have been relegated and forgotten – all these and countless others seem 
to have gotten the gist for living the life of faith. 

            However, a passing comment in Pr. Ralph’s homily on Sunday set me ponder-
ing the meaning and challenge of “the gist of life” as he discussed St. Paul’s gifted 
community of which we are a part.  We look at Paul’s list [Romans 12:9-21] of gifts 
and charisms [a church word for Spirit-filled-led abilities] and wonder just where we 
might fit in.  “Getting the gist” finally became clearer to me as I reread last Sunday’s 
Gospel [Matthew 16:13-20] alongside this coming Sunday’s account [Matthew 16:21-
28].  Last week Peter nailed it with his “good confession,” acknowledging Jesus the 
Christ, the longed-for Messiah.  This week he bottoms out by blatantly contradicting 
Jesus, suggesting that the Messiah side-step the cross-shaped reason he was 
sent.  If we’re honest, Peter doesn’t have a consistent track record.  He exhibits a 
rock-solid faith at times, then cowers in fear when he plunges into a raging sea and 
discovers himself sinking rather than walking on the water.  The first to confess Jesus’ 
identity, he then denies him several times on the eve of the crucifixion.  The other 
member of the Apostle A-Team, St. Paul, doesn’t have any better report card.  At first 
a zealous persecutor of God’s elect, he’s knocked to his senses by God’s interven-
tion [Acts 9:1-19a].  The premier theologian of the fledging Church [and Luther’s fa-
vorite some 1500 years later], he nevertheless admits that the good he would do as a 
disciple of Jesus he often fails to do.  Moreover, he finds himself up to his eyelids in 
wrong-doing and wrong thinking, despite his most sincere efforts.  To top it off, Paul 
and Peter are themselves at loggerheads regarding who is “worthy” to become a 
member of Christ’s church.  They both have much to learn and much to practice be-
fore they get the gist of life. 
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            Truth be told, getting the gist of anything, but particularly discipleship, is a 
dogged, time-consuming path to follow.  The gifts of God aren’t simply inserted into 
our brains and hearts like a computer chip, but rather are tried on, tried out with oth-
ers, and practiced, practiced, practiced.  Sometimes things work; sometimes they 
don’t, but that’s OK.  Learning to do anything has its trials and errors.  Luther himself 
took a bit of time to figure out the gist of discipleship, working through a catalogue of 
religious misinformation before he understood that God’s call is one of love in the per-
son of Jesus, “the mirror of the Father’s heart” [Large Catechism, Creed].  Empow-
ered by such holy love, he and all of us gradually begin to get the gist of life as God 
would have it.  Luther writes: 

This life therefore is not righteousness, but growth in righteousness, not health, but 
healing, not being but becoming, not rest but exercise. We are not yet what we shall 
be, but we are growing toward it, the process is not yet finished, but it is going on, this 
is not the end, but it is the road. All does not yet gleam in glory, but all is being puri-
fied. 

[Martin Luther, Defense and Explanation of All the Articles, 1521] 
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  Praying for: 

+Miller Lindler 
+Brady Amick 
+Susan Addy 
+Kevin O’Dell 
+Gene Olsten 
+Sandi Mesimer 
+Albert Shealy 
+Pauline Wodtke 
+Cindy Hill 
+Peggy Epting 
+Michael Hatchell 
+Nancy Hess 
+Jerry Shealy 
+George Winn 
+Nancy Crogen 
+Nancy DiMascio 
+Charlie Shealy 
+Rita Cumalander and family on the death 
of her father 
+The family of Chevis Ballentine on his 
death 
+The family of Ella Jane Griffith on her 
death 
+The family of Jamie Lindler on her death 
 
 
Praying for friends of our church 
family: 
+ Sadie Gillian, friend of Jennifer Wells 
+ Matthew Coker, great nephew of the 

Shealy family 
+ Margaret Koon, mother of Robbie De-

Freese 
+ Marie Fulmer, niece of Loretta Griffin & 

family 
+ Hazel Hannem, friend of Mary Epting 
+ Amelia Kinard, sister of Billy Griffin 
+ Sarah Grace Jerkins, great-niece of Anne 

Wessinger 
+ Tom Crooks, brother of Carolyn Bishop 
+ Butch Pratt, cousin of John Rodgers 
+ Linda Floyd, friend of John & Cathy 

Rodgers 
+ Sue Carver, friend of Joanne Wessinger 

Hill 

+ Bill Smoak, friend of John & Cathy Rodg-
ers 

+ Sonny Blocker, brother-in-law of Dan & 
Robbie DeFreese 

+ Cal Coy, friend of John & Cathy Rodgers 
+ David Owens, friend of Edward Neeley, 

Fred Garren and Tommy Hill 
+ Tyler Grubbs, friend of Lillie Free 
+ Lorraine Revels, daughter of friend of Jo-

Anne Hill 
+ Marie Syrett, sister-in-law of Mary Kern 
+ Nate Williams, friend of Linda & Gene Ol-

sten 
+ Al Zaback, cousin of Jerry & Vicky Shea-

ly 
+ Judy Dominick, sister of Glenda Lindler 
+ Sally Thompson, sister-in-law of Susan 

Addy 
+ Diane Nichol, friend of Susan Addy 
+ Keith & Bonnie Maddox, Cindy Rego’s 

parents 
+ Evren Ray, great-niece of Susan Addy 
+ Chris & Eddie Shealy, sons of Gene & 

Ann B. Shealy 
+ Sherri Adams, Paul Rego’s sister 
+ Tommy Ward, friend of Jim Pope 
+ William Eckley, cousin of Vicky Shealy 
+ Payton Dominick, great-nephew of Glen-

da Lindler 
+ Tyler Richardson, son-in-law of Pastor 

Dick & Jeannie Webber 
+  Heidi Smith, Lew’s wife 
+  Todd Buehler, Debbie Hjelseth’s brother 
+  Landon Derrick, Wes Hill’s classmate & 

friend 
+ All those serving in the military 



10 

If you do not see your birthday or anniver-

sary (or if our info is incorrect), please con-

tact the church office so we can add you to 

our birthday and anniversary lists or correct 

our information. 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 
 1 Audrey Lassiter 
 3  Kirby Rusnack 
       Miles Parks 
 4    Gloria Addy 
 5    Starling Lowman 
 9     Landon Free 
10    Michael Epting 
 Ron Stockman 
11  Savannah Frick 
 Judy Miller 
 Mason Settles 
 Shannon Bundrick 
12     Nathan Miller 
 Jennifer Wells 
13  Heather T. Jordan 
14  Joel Harmon 
18 Joan Heintz 
 “J.J.” Lindler 
 Krystal Wessinger 
20  Aubrey Metts 
21  Joey Lindler 
22  Tim Casey 
 Trey Teal 
26  Kay Horton  
 J. C. Marks 
27 Gretchen O’Dell 
 Arnie Wodtke 
28 Elsie Kibler 
29 Robin O’Dell 
30   JoAnn Dukes 
 
 

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 
 1 Herbert & Cathryn Lindler–69 
 2 Lewis & Heidi Smith–-48 
 4 Gene & Linda Olsten–45 
 Rich & Ginny Hatfield–62 
 David & Amy Splittgerber–22 
 7  Bob & Patsy Shealy–63 
 8 Rickie & Sandra McKie–30 
12 Todd & Kristi Soderlund–22 
16   Don & Helen Comalander–59 
23 Joe & Nancy Buntyn–10 
25 Tom & Dot Blaney–22 
27 Joe & Audrey Lassiter–-23 



SEPTEMBER 2020 CALENDAR 

Pastor Joanna’s Day Off—Thursday       Pastor Hill’s Day Off—Friday 

Due to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, all in-person 

church activities and gatherings are currently suspend-

ed with the exception of our Sunday 8:30 a.m. outdoor 

worship service on our Beaufort Street Property. 

 

Currently, we are providing online worship and daily vid-

eo devotions through our Facebook and YouTube pag-

es. Go to our Mt. Horeb website (https://mthoreb.net/), 

scroll to the top or bottom, and you’ll find links - little 

blue boxes - for both Facebook and YouTube. We en-

courage you to visit these sites, subscribe and/or like, 

and invite others to do the same.  

 

Though church office hours are currently suspended, 

each staff member is working from home, and periodi-

cally in the office. Please call, text, or email, and we will 

respond as soon as possible. We have been conducting 

meetings, Bible studies, and classes using Zoom.  



Contact Us 

Mt. Horeb Lutheran  

101 East Boundary St. 

Chapin, SC  29036 

(803) 345-2000 

mthoreb.net 

Ralph G. Hill, Pastor  

pastorhill@mthoreb.net 

 

Joanna C. Gragg,  

Associate Pastor 

pastorjoanna@mthoreb.net 

 

Jenny Leininger, Admin Asst 

jenny@mthoreb.net 

 

Camille Joseph,  Receptionist  

frontdesk@mthoreb.net 

Upcoming LCY Events 
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