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Newsletter Dead-
lines 

Just a reminder that the 

deadline for our weekly 

announcement sheet is 

Wednesday mornings 

at 10 AM. The Monthly 

Happenings @ the 

Mount deadline is the 

18th of each month.  

A Message from Pastor Hill 

Our Christian ‘Accounting’? 
But in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to 
make your defense to anyone who demands from you an ac-
counting for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and 
reverence.  – 1 Peter 3:15 
 
Though I have never been a hunter, I have friends and col-
leagues who hunt. I did try rabbit hunting with a group in the first 
congregation I served – the experience was a little “hare-y” for 
me. Pun intended! I have been known to enjoy an aquatic hunt 
(fishing). It seems to me, however, that there are at least two par-
ticulars for hunter clothing. One is camouflage. The other is blaze 
orange.  
 
Camouflage allows one to blend into their surroundings. Blaze or-
ange allows one to stand out from their surroundings. Each strat-
egy has its purpose.  
 
As I pondered this recently, I noticed a similarity to the way we 
“wear” our faith. Sometimes our faith shines through visibly – as 
in going to church for worship or participating in a group bible 
Study. Sometimes it shines with stealth – as being kind towards 
another or a conscientious mindset at work. Which approach do 
you prefer?  
 
In my experience as a member of the clergy, I notice a similarity 
in clothing. When I put on a shirt with a clerical collar, It’s like the 
blaze orange of hunting. People seem to notice, and I stand out. I 
typically wear one for worship or to enhance a ministry of pres-
ence for the situation I am in. When I go to a hospital late at 
night, it lets the staff know who I am and why I am there.  
 
When I wear ‘regular’ clothes, I notice that I don’t get noticed. 
One time when wearing a shirt and tie to the hospital, someone 
thought I was a doctor! Another time, I was supposed to be a 
pharmaceutical vendor. What I do notice at times like this, is how 
much my demeanor means: what I say or how I interact. I re-
member one vacation when Cindy and I were staying at an Inn in 
the mountains. I was up about 6:00 am to enjoy some coffee and 
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a book on a porch rocking chair. Since no one was up yet, the night shift clerk came 
over to say hello. In the ensuing conversation, they shared some recent tough life ex-
periences. I listened and responded. At the end, the person asked me what I did for a 
living. When I told them, they said they knew something was different about me. They 
said I spoke like someone who cared. 
 
Look – orange blaze or camouflage, my point is: what you wear can be helpful, but 
who you are on the inside makes a difference. People will notice who you are no mat-
ter what you look like. Jesus shared this sentiment when he remarked “By this every-
one will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another” – John 
13:35. Love happens in many colors and styles and it is always in season. The verse 
in 1 Peter encourages us to figure out our own way of accounting for our hope in Christ 
– with “gentleness and reverence.”   
 

We have just celebrated the rather bold witness of Martin Luther which led to the 
Reformation. We have experienced the witness of the Holy Spirit at work through the 
Rite of Confirmation with three of our 9

th
 grade students: Alex Soderlund, Evan 

Sansbury, and Katelyn Hill. This month we recognize All Saints Day – a time when we 
remember and lift up the lives and the witness, some bold and some subtle, of those 
who have lived out their faith in life and are now saints in heavenly light.  
 
As God’s people, and with so much to be thankful for, we are called to be witnesses in 
this world for God’s love and compassion. It's always witnessing season, and you've 
been given a life-long license (Matthew 28:19-20). Take time this month to be the 
church wherever you are. 
 
God’s Peace+ 
-Pastor Hill 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
A Message from Pastor Joanna 

 
With another month past and a new one begun, I am reminded of and strengthened by 
our unity in Christ.  I say this because it has always been a good general practice to be 
grateful and say thank you--  and I am thankful for the ways we have been connected 
with God and one another-- AND  October was a good month in ministry at Mount Ho-
reb!   
 
With Reformation Sunday came Confirmation and Affirmation of Baptism.  We are so 
grateful for our confirmands and the ways they have strengthened our faith and grown 
in their own understanding.  On that same day, we had a drive up MHLCY pumpkin 
carving, trunk or treat, and We Care collection of needed items.  What a great way to 
be church.  It was all outdoors, it involved leaders and disciples of all ages, and it was 
out-reaching and group building at the same time.  I am thankful and excited at how 
that event was a good model for everything we do as a community.   
Thank you to each one of you who drove by, dressed up, carved pumpkins, collected 
and donated items, and helped set up and clean up.  It is fitting that this event hap-
pened between Reformation and All Saints Sunday, because we are called to keep 
finding ways to re-form, re-shape, and follow in the footsteps of the cloud of witnesses 
before us!   



With November here, it is time to start getting ready for the winter.  Peace be with you 
as the days shorten and the winter weather calls us inside more…  may each day give 
us each something and someone to be grateful for.  And remember, your church is 
grateful for you!   
 
To God be the thanks and praise, Amen.  +Pastor Joanna 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Annual Congregational Meeting November 15 @ 9:45 am – 
Outdoors!  
We will hold our Annual Congregational Meeting on Sunday, No-
vember 15 in between the Outdoor Worship Services. The sched-
ule for that day will be: 9:00 am Outdoor Worship, 9:45am Outdoor 
Annual Congregational Meeting, 10:30 am Outdoor Worship Ser-
vice. 
 
The agenda for our Annual meeting will be to elect Council members and approve our 
2021 ministry spending plan. We will also share our vision for ministry and insights re-
garding the pandemic. A mailing has been sent to each member household with infor-
mation and forms. A drop-off for Time & Talent forms and your Financial Support forms 
will be under the Portico after The Congregational meeting and the 10:30 Worship. 
Thank You! 
 

We congratulate 9th graders Alex Soderlund, Katelyn Hill, and Evan 
Sansbury on their Rite of Confirmation! Confirmation marks the completion 
of Mt. Horeb’s confirmation ministry - focusing on the Old and New Testa-
ment and Luther’s Small Catechism. Confirmation includes a public pro-
fession of the faith into which the candidates were baptized, thus under-
scoring God’s action in their Baptism. Their Rite of Confirmation was a 
part of the October 25th Online Worship.  
 

Thursday Zoom Bible Study on the Gospel of Mark 
Join us each Thursday Morning at 9:00 am for a Zoom Bible 
Study of the Gospel of Mark. Each week, through November 
19, we will read two chapters. All are invited. To attend, either 
email Pastor Hill pastorhill@mthoreb.net to sign up or click 
here Thursday Bible Study to join the Zoom meeting. You will need to download the 
Zoom app on your phone or computer.    
 

Your response of financial support to Mt. Horeb contin-
ues to be a blessing! Offerings may be sent in by mail, placed 
in the drop box near the portico, or provided online through 
PayPal and Tithe.ly (look for the red ‘Donate Online’ button). 
We are thankful for everyone’s prayerful support, and your of-

ferings are vital to our faithful work together.  
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New Outdoor Worship Schedule begins November 1 
We are tweaking our Sunday morning Worship format to add a second 
Outdoor Service. Starting November 1, our outdoor schedule will be: 
Worship (9:00 am), Fellowship (9:45-10:15 am), Worship (10:30 am).  
 
Held on site at the corner of Boundary and Beaufort Streets, our Out-
door Worship is a combination of drive-in (can listen to on 87.9 FM ra-
dio) and stand or sit (bring a chair). The abbreviated service lasts about 
30 minutes and includes Holy Communion, using the bread only. All are 

invited and members are encouraged to invite others. Please remember to wear a mask 
and practice safe distancing.   
 
Our Online Worship is premiered at 9:00 am each Sunday on YouTube and Facebook. In 
addition, Pastor Joanna and Pastor Hill provide daily video devotions on our Facebook 
and YouTube pages. Go to our Mt. Horeb website (https://mthoreb.net/), scroll to the top or 
bottom, and you’ll find links - little blue boxes - for both Facebook and YouTube. Just click 
to connect.  
 
Office hours are currently suspended during phase one. Each staff member is 
working from home, and periodically in the office. Please call, text, or email, and we will 
respond as soon as possible. We have been conducting meetings, Bible studies, and clas-
ses using Zoom.  
 
 
 
 
 
To my Mt Horeb Family: 
On behalf of Judy's family and myself, I offer sincere thank yous to my Mt Horeb church 
family for the love and prayers and support during her illness and death.  We are fortunate 
to have so many who care and show compassion.  Judy was courageous and fought val-
iantly to the end.  Her strong faith brought many days for her to enjoy more time with fami-
ly and friends.  The cards,  texts of support, and prayers gave us all the ability to cope with 
the challenges of  this difficult time not only  today, but as we move forward without 
her.  We are blessed beyond measure.  May God bless each of you and give you strength 
during this time as our faith is being tested.  To God be the glory...    
 
                      Glenda Lindler 
 
We are so grateful for the acts of kindness and prayers for Cindy.  Your love and support 
makes a tremendous difference and is deeply appreciated.  We thank God for you! 
 
                      Pastor and Cindy Hill 



5 

All Saints Sunday 
 

On, Sunday, November 1st, the members of Mt. Horeb who have departed this life 
since last All Saints Sunday, 2019, will be remembered at both services. 

 

Karen Lynn Sites 
2/24/56—11/21/19 

 
Kenneth Russell Shealy 

3/5/52 – 12/4/19 
 

Elene Bush Cox 
11/6/27 – 2/29/2020 

 
Gary Miller Wessinger 

9/26/37 – 6/23/2020 
 

Jamie Lynn Lindler 
8/3/92 – 8/1/2020 

 
Ella Jane Griffith 
10/6/30 – 8/1/2020 

 
Chevis F. Ballentine 

8/2/37 – 8/13/2020 
 

Dennis Keith Fulmer 
5/30/63 – 9/6/2020 

 
 



6 

Congregational Council Highlights for October 
 

The council met on Sunday, October 11, 2020 via Zoom video conference due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic.  The council took action on or discussed the following 
items in October: 
 
• The Nominating Committee recommended the following slate of candidates for 

council election in November and the slate was approved unanimously: Rose-
mary Frick, Billy Griffin, Bob Irwin, Stephanie Stoudemayer, and David Williams. 

• The Finance team presented 2nd Reading of the Ministry Plan for 2021.   The 
Ministry Plan was approved with Income of $585,500 and expenses of 
$585,354. 

• The Council voted to add another outdoor service on Sundays beginning on No-
vember 1.  The schedule will be as follows: 1st Service: 8:30, Fellowship Time 
9:45-10:15 am, and 2nd Service 10:30. 

• The Congregational Meeting has been set for 9:45 on Sunday, November 15.   It 
will be held outside on the Beaufort Street property.   All members are encour-
aged to attend and either bring a lawn chair or stay in your car.   

• The Council approved Katelyn Hill, Evan Sansbury, and Alex Soderlund for con-
firmation on October 25. 

• The Serve Team planted a fall garden in order to share harvested crops with We 
Care.  The team will also be sponsoring the Angel Tree again this year.  Howev-
er, We Care is only asking for donations of $25 gift cards.  Details will be forth-
coming. 

• The Finance Team reported on the monthly financial status.  For the month of 
September, offerings were $44,339 and expenses were $41,990 resulting in pos-
itive cash flow of $2,347.  Year-to-date offerings total $387,889 and expenses to-
tal $376,058 resulting in year-to-date positive cash flow of $11,831.   

• The Stewardship Team has met a few times to plan distribution of Time, Talent 
and Treasure forms.  All members are encouraged to complete the form and re-
turn to the church in order to plan ministries for 2021. 
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Remember, We’re In This Together! 
—Dr. Bob Hawkins 

 
 Three of you are seated at desks, several TV cameras pointed at you.  The Final 
Jeopardy! category has been announced and big bucks are on the line: LUTHERAN 
REFORMATION.  “Easy peasy!”, you mumble under your breath, thankful that you 
paid attention now and then during Confirmation.  The announcer reads the clue: 
“What hymn captures the heart of the Reformation?”  You write, “A Mighty For-
tress.”  A buzzer sounds.  Whoops!  YOU’RE WRONG!!!??? 

            Nothing against The Mighty Fortress, please understand.  It is the most fa-
mous and popular of Luther’s thirty-some hymns,but it appears rather 
late.  It does speak eloquently of God’s power against the devil and the devastating 
harm evil can inflict.  It also is a strong statement about trust in the God who saves, 
but so do any number of other classic and contemporary hymns.  However, if one is 
to identify a hymn that unfolds the whole dynamic and the heart of the Reformation, 
we need to look at one of Luther’s first hymns, Dear Christians, One and All, Re-
joice! [ELW 594 / LBW 299].  Published in the Eight Hymn Book [1524], it is a product 
of the most feverish time of reflection and reforming work of Luther and others.  It ap-
pears between the 1517 posting of the 95 Theses and the 1529 Large and Small Cat-
echisms.  What had become tragically clear to Luther and his colleagues is that much 
the medieval Church had established was confusing and misleading to the laity. 
Some things were even an affront to the Gospel of Christ.  It was a devilish time and 
the work burdensome.  How was one to tease apart and hold on to that which is good 
and God-pleasing in what the Church was doing, and how to identify and reform that 
which was problematic?  Much of this theological reflection was accomplished in trea-
tises written by learned theologians for other learned scholars.  Luther and friends al-
so turned to the liturgy, prompting the recovery of congregational hymns as a constit-
uent part of public worship.  Luther did not invent hymns, but he did recognize their 
significance in providing a profound way for people to express their faith.  Lutheran 
hymns intentionally sought to anchor the Biblical Word in people’s hearts and minds.  

            Medieval folk had been formed through fear and shoddy theology to think that 
getting oneself saved was the sin-beleaguered individual’s dire responsibility.  Luther 
posed the correct response to this mistaken idea: “If the individual sinner is actually 
able to save himself and herself by their own actions, what then is the purpose of 
Christ?”  Another way of looking at this travesty is imagining a person in jail.  Sin 
traps, ensnares, and places humankind in bondage [in other words – jails them].  No 
self-respecting jail is constructed so that the one jailed can escape.  Our human 
plight St. Paul already has voiced: 

17 
But in fact it is no longer I that do it, but sin that 

dwells within me. 
18 

For I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. 
I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. 

19 
For I do not do the good I want, but the 

evil I do not want is what I do. [Romans 7:17-19].  God in Christ by the Spirit’s power 
is the only one able to accomplish our release from a jail of sin, that is, accomplish 
our justification. 
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            What the hymn Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice unfolds for the believer 
is a gracious narrative of the whole dynamic of salvation, a topic at the heart of the 
Lutheran Reformation.  An initial flashback states our context – we have been in a jail 
of sin and despair, helpless on our own.  God, who is love and not the punishing ogre 
who manipulates us by our guilt, grieves our plight and sends his dearest treasure, 
Jesus Christ born of Mary.  And Jesus, who is love incarnate, says to us: “Stay close 
to me, / 

I am your rock and castle. / Your ransom I myself will be; / for you I strive and wres-
tle; / for I am yours, and you are mine, / and where I am you may remain; / the foe 
shall not divide us…” [ELW 594:6].  Although subtle, Christ’s reminder that he is our 
[…shepherd, perhaps] and we are his […flock, maybe] is the reality of the abiding re-
lationship God has established with us.  In fact, Luther reminds the Church that the 
clearest statement of the Gospel is Christus pro me / pro nobis– Christ-for-me / –
for-us.  Moreover, the Large Catechism teaches us that Christ is “…the mirror of the 
Father’s heart.”  This gracious pledge of God ties us even to the creation when divine 
breath was breathed into our lifeless clay and we lived!  We bear God’s very breath.  

            From the beginning, the truth is that we have never been alone; God, who 
breathed life into us has continued to watch over us, sustain, guide, forgive, comfort, 
and save us.  While harder sometimes to detect in the Old Testament, occasionally it 
clearly breaks through [eg. Isaiah 25] but is absolutely clear in Jesus Emmanuel – 
which is to say, “Remember, we’re in this together!”  Thanks be to God! 



9 

  Praying for: 

+Tim Casey 
+Robyn Casey 
+Harvey Fulmer 
+Rachel Wessinger 
+Rocky Derrick 
+Trina Free 
+Carolyn Bishop 
+Brady Amick 
+Miller Lindler 
+Albert Shealy 
+Pauline Wodtke 
+Cindy Hill 
+Michael Hatchell 
+Nancy Hess 
+George Winn 
+Nancy Crogen 
+Nancy DiMascio 
+Charlie Shealy 
 
Praying for friends of our church 
family: 
+ Sadie Gillian, friend of Jennifer Wells 
+ Matthew Coker, great nephew of the 

Shealy family 
+ Margaret Koon, mother of Robbie De-

Freese 
+ Marie Fulmer, niece of Loretta Griffin & 

family 
+ Hazel Hannem, friend of Mary Epting 
+ Amelia Kinard, sister of Billy Griffin 
+ Sarah Grace Jerkins, great-niece of Anne 

Wessinger 
+ Tom Crooks, brother of Carolyn Bishop 
+ Linda Floyd, friend of John & Cathy 

Rodgers 
+ Sue Carver, friend of Joanne Wessinger 

Hill 
+ Sonny Blocker, brother-in-law of Dan & 

Robbie DeFreese 
+ Cal Coy, friend of John & Cathy Rodgers 
+ David Owens, friend of Edward Neeley, 

Fred Garren and Tommy Hill 
+ Tyler Grubbs, friend of Lillie Free 
+ Lorraine Revels, daughter of friend of Jo-

Anne Hill 

+ Marie Syrett, sister-in-law of Mary Kern 
+ Nate Williams, friend of Linda & Gene Ol-

sten 
+ Al Zaback, cousin of Jerry & Vicky Shea-

ly 
+ Sally Thompson, sister-in-law of Susan 

Addy 
+ Diane Nichol, friend of Susan Addy 
+ Keith & Bonnie Maddox, Cindy Rego’s 

parents 
+ Evren Ray, great-niece of Susan Addy 
+ Chris & Eddie Shealy, sons of Gene & 

Ann B. Shealy 
+ Sherri Adams, Paul Rego’s sister 
+ Tommy Ward, friend of Jim Pope 
+ William Eckley, cousin of Vicky Shealy 
+ Payton Dominick, great-nephew of Glen-

da Lindler 
+ Tyler Richardson, son-in-law of Pastor 

Dick & Jeannie Webber 
+  Heidi Smith, Lew’s wife 
+  Todd Buehler, Debbie Hjelseth’s brother 
+  Landon Derrick, Wes Hill’s classmate & 

friend 
+ All those serving in the military 



10 

If you do not see your birthday or anniver-

sary (or if our info is incorrect), please con-

tact the church office so we can add you to 

our birthday and anniversary lists or correct 

our information. 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 
1 Janelle Turner-Barrett 
 Randy Addy 
2 Danny Marks 
 Carolyn Miller 
3 Kathy Curry 
 Harriet Hatchell 
4 Faye Hawkins 
 Ed Neeley 
 Robby Shealy 
 Dave Rube 
5 Sandra McKie 
6 Brian Comalander 
 Laurie Schmidt 
  Britt Stockman 
7 Peggy Miller 
8 Kristi Soderlund 
9 Jeffrey Griffin 
 Hal Hutchens 
11 Matt Dukes 
13 Jim Fiber 
 Karl Fulmer 
 Lew Smith 
 Stephanie Stoudemayer 
14 Susan Crabtree 
 Georgie Fulmer 
 Phillip Griffin 
 Megan Luck 
17 Marion Frick 
16  Sherri Derrick 
21  Billy Morgan 
 Wanda Rister 
23  Wayne Hollis 
 Rachel Morgan 
25  Mary Ruth Shealy 
28 Will Morgan 
29  Jerry Bundrick 
 Kimberly Bolen 
 Gayle Wicker 
30 Pam Shear 
 Sandra Ayoub 
 

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 
 6 Brett & Kelly Gowans–27 
10 Ed & Ann Neeley–31 
11  Harvey & Shirley Fulmer–65 
 Berley, III & Brittany Rister–8 
12  Wayne & Andrea Hollis–49 
 Bill & Linda Moser - 54 
14  Dan & Crystal Campbell–33 
 Charlie & Ann Shealy–-56 
16 Tommy & Joann Hill–-18 
20  James & Wanda Rister–44 
 Skip & Janelle Barrett–-22 
29 Billy & Connie Griffin–-45 



NOVEMBER 2020 CALENDAR 

Pastor Joanna’s Day Off—Thursday       Pastor Hill’s Day Off—Friday 

Due to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, all in-person 

church activities and gatherings are currently suspend-

ed with the exception of our Sunday outdoor worship 

services on our Beaufort Street Property. 

 

Currently, we are providing online worship and daily vid-

eo devotions through our Facebook and YouTube pag-

es. Go to our Mt. Horeb website (https://mthoreb.net/), 

scroll to the top or bottom, and you’ll find links - little 

blue boxes - for both Facebook and YouTube. We en-

courage you to visit these sites, subscribe and/or like, 

and invite others to do the same.  

 

Though church office hours are currently suspended, 

each staff member is working from home, and periodi-

cally in the office. Please call, text, or email, and we will 

respond as soon as possible. We have been conducting 

meetings, Bible studies, and classes using Zoom.  



Contact Us 

Mt. Horeb Lutheran  

101 East Boundary St. 

Chapin, SC  29036 

(803) 345-2000 

mthoreb.net 

Ralph G. Hill, Pastor  

pastorhill@mthoreb.net 

 

Joanna C. Gragg,  

Associate Pastor 

pastorjoanna@mthoreb.net 

 

Jenny Leininger, Admin Asst 

jenny@mthoreb.net 

 

Camille Joseph,  Receptionist  

frontdesk@mthoreb.net 

Upcoming LCY Events 
 

 

 
 

 
Join Mount Horeb Lutheran Church Youth for our 

new year of meeting via ZOOM!  Every Sunday at 
5:00 p.m., we will meet for a short time of devo-
tion, conversation, and connection with our faith 

family.  If you are in grades 6-12, be on the lookout 
for an email invitation to join.  We will continue to 

think about what God is doing among us, and plan-
ning on a great year together! 
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