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A Message from Pastor Hill 
 
As the season of Advent begins, culminating in the joy of Christ-
mas, these days of seasonal splendor come amid the chaos of 
covid-19. Currently our country and our faith are experiencing a 
test of fortitude. The struggle to make sense of the pandemic and 
the change it brings to our lives is life altering. There is loss and 
grief, and life is not the same. We live day to day among the un-
precedented turmoil and yet try to cling onto something that is 
steady and sure. 
 
Perhaps this backdrop is not unlike that of God’s people just prior 
to the birth of His son, Jesus. People then, just as today, experi-
enced the many burdens and blessings of life. God heard the 
prayers of the people, and God responded. I believe one reason 
we cling to faith in times of crisis is because it connects us to 
something much bigger than our world: God. God brings whole-
ness to brokenness, connection to the disconnected, love and 
meaning to hatred and apathy. We are Easter people whose lives 
are altered by the altar of God’s grace. Luther said God’s Word is 
the “norm that norms,” and through Jesus and an understanding 
the Biblical narrative, we come to understand the will of God, a 
will that applies to all circumstances. 
 
In his book The Mighty Acts of God, Rev. Dr. Robert Marshall 
writes: “A big reason for us to keep up a continual conversation 
with the Bible is the ceaseless change that characterizes life. 
People change. Today may mean for you a new job, a new ad-
dress, a new member in your family, a new source of happiness, 
a new burden or grief... “Keeping up” for the Christian requires 
submitting each new experience to the judgment of the Word of 
God.” For me, that means when changes in life rock and shock 
us to our souls, what are our souls made of? The good news is 
God makes us good, redeems us through Christ, empowers us 
with the Holy Spirit, and this is the “soul” basis for our living.  
 
As we find ourselves again in an Advent season, culminating in 
the joy of Christmas, we also find ourselves navigating change in 
our world. Spend time each day, prayerfully preparing your hearts 
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as you participate in the world. Follow the advice of Mother Theresa about deepening 
your spirituality: “Let your first words of the day be ‘Good morning Jesus’.” Each morn-
ing as you greet the new day, also greet Jesus the Christ who came to teach, heal, 
and bring light & life – and who promised to accompany you. For God is our beginning 
and our end, our creator and our redeemer, our refuge and our strength. 
 
Peace in Christ! 
Pastor Hill  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
A Message from Pastor Joanna 

 
O Lord, how shall I meet you, 

how welcome you aright? 
Your people long to greet you, 
my hope, my heart’s delight! 
Oh, kindle, Lord most holy, 
your lamp within my breast 

to do in spirit lowly 
all that may please you best. 
(O Lord How Shall I Meet You? 

ELW#241, vs. 1) 
 
It is the Advent season.  Once again, I am reminded (thanks High School Latin class!) 
that the word Advent comes from a Latin word meaning, “to come or to arrive”.  It is a 
time that we prepare for the Lord’s coming and look to Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem.   
 
What does your family do to get ready for Christmas?  This year, as has now been the 
norm, will be different.  I have been extra enthusiastic to decorate and make sure eve-
rything is well organized and ready.  Maybe you have done the same, but I’ve bought 
extra lights to hang and have prepared to make more desserts and cakes than usual.  
With our families taking extra care to be safe, the pandemic challenges us once again 
to change even to the point of questioning the importance of our traditions. 
 
To help ourselves recover from lost time together, there are two things that my family 
and extended family have started doing in this particular time:  we have been talking 
even more about years passed and our best memories of those gatherings – and—we 
have been meeting at the table and in the family room over zoom chat and video.  The 
time apart on the holidays has led us to take time to remember the importance of time 
together and then also the story that grows and changes each year as our family 
grows up and grows older.   
 
So, I ask again, what do we do to get ready for Christmas?   
 
Please do not misunderstand me, the virus of COVID-19 is certainly horrific and has 
cost us way too much to be taken lightly.  Among the effects of staying home and not 
being as constantly busy, however,  the pandemic has given us time to pause even 
more during Advent.  The pandemic life has given us more time for reflection and 



yearning.  We yearn for healing and restoration, for wholeness and togetherness.  I 
believe this is also God’s desire and longing too.  The prophets and the Messiah who 
comes to us in the flesh tells us so.   
 
In the yearning, I feel we are ready for Christ’s coming a little bit more than usual.  I 
know the rhetorical question remains, will we ever be ready to meet Jesus? -- But it is 
in the preparing that we realize—whether we do or do not feel ready and prepared, 
Emmanuel is among us.  Thanks be to God. 
 
+Peace, 
Pastor Joanna   
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Mt Horeb hosted its first Outdoor Annual Meeting!  
Our Ministry together continues to navigate the pandemic and our 
members faithfully provide support. We had our largest Sunday 
Outdoor Worship attendance for our November 15 Worship and 
Annual Meeting! Our 2021 budget and slate of new Council mem-
bers were unanimously approved. Time & Talent and Financial sup-
port forms were collected by our Stewardship Team and can still be 
dropped off in the white box by the Portico door or mailed to the 
church office. 
  
Your response to our Outdoor/Online Worship and of financial support to Mt. Horeb 
continues to be a blessing! Offerings may be sent in by mail, placed in the drop box 
near the portico, or provided online through PayPal and Tithe.ly (look for the red 
‘Donate Online’ button). We are thankful for everyone’s prayerful support, and your of-
ferings are vital to our faithful work together.  

 
NEW Worship Schedule to Begin in ADVENT 
After its November meeting, Council has decided to a ‘trial period’ re-
turn to our regular worship hours of 8:30 am & 11:00 am for the Sea-
son of Advent (November 29-Dec 20). The 8:30 am Worship will take 
place INDOORS - wearing a mask, social distancing, and hand 
washing are required. Due to spacing, the Sanctuary will be set up to 
hold approximately 25% capacity. The Fellowship Hall will be set up 
for overflow seating. The 11:00 am Worship will remain OUTDOORS.  

 
 8:30 am Indoor Worship (Live Streaming on our YouTube page, with a delayed  
              posting on our Facebook page) 
 11:00 am Outdoor Worship  
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Join Pastor Joanna and Pastor Hill Monday through Saturday for Daily 
Devotions on our Facebook and YouTube pages.  Also, each Wednesday in Ad-
vent will provide a special mid-week Advent Devotion. Go to our Mt. Horeb website 
(https://mthoreb.net/), scroll to the top or bottom, and you’ll find links - little blue boxes - for 
both Facebook and YouTube. Just click to connect. May God’s Word be a light to your 
path – “God's Word forever shall abide, no thanks to foes, who fear it; for God himself 
fights by our side with weapons of the Spirit” (A Mighty Fortress).  
 

Advent Devotional 
An Advent devotional by theologian Henri Nouwen, And The Word Was 
God, was mailed to each member’s home. Additional copies are availa-
ble. We encourage you to use it to practice a focused, prayerful, and re-
flective Advent season filled with hope, faith, joy, and peace.  
 
Plans are being made for a special Christmas Eve worship. Details will be 
pending based on current pandemic conditions. Keep alert to our news 
postings for updates. Our hope is to have an Outdoor, Indoor, and Online 
option for Worship on December 24th! May God’s Peace, Love, and Joy 
be yours!  

 
2021 Directory 
Due to the ongoing pandemic and the uncertainty as to activities in early 2021, our annual 
directory may appear a bit different for this coming year; however, please notify the 
Church Office via email (jenny@mthoreb.net) or voicemail of any address or contact infor-
mation changes so preparations can begin. 
 
Office hours are currently suspended. Each staff member is working from home, 
and periodically in the office. Please call, text, or email, and we will respond as soon as 
possible. We have been conducting meetings, Bible studies, and classes using Zoom.  
 
 
 
 
Mt. Horeb Family, 
We can't begin to thank you, Pastor Hill, & our Mt. Horeb Family for being there for 
us.  We are so blessed.  Please continue to keep our family in your prayers.    
Fondly, 
Robbie DeFreese 
 

New Contact Info: 

Robyn Casey               Mary Trest 
760 Turner Hill Drive            110 Elana Drive 
Lexington, South Carolina  29073       Leesville, South Carolina  29070 
(803) 767-7151              (803) 331-5439 
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Poinsettias for Christmas 
Due to the current pandemic conditions and worship schedule, poinsettias given for 

Christmas are being listed in this newsletter. 
 

Given to the Glory of God and in memory of: 
+My fathers, Charles & Floyd, by Arnie Wodtke 

+My wife, Jan, by Arnie Wodtke 
+Michael Hutchens by Hal & Ann Hutchens 

+Claude Rauch by Hal & Ann Hutchens 
+Jim Springs and Clarence & Dorothy Stucke by Lynn Springs 

+My parents, Glenn & Alma, by Rick Setzer 
+My brothers, Eddie & Michael, by Rick Setzer 

+Bruce Johnson by Mary Johnson 
 
 

Given to the Glory of God and in honor of: 
+My mothers, Pauline & Doris, by Arnie Wodtke 

+Our children and grandchildren by Marion & Rosemary Frick 
+Our grandchildren, Wilson, Charlotte & Walter Hutchens, by Hal & Ann 

Hutchens 
+My family by Lynn Springs 

+Our grandchildren, Katelyn & Jonathan McDonald and Logan & Harper 
Rister, by James & Wanda Rister 
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Congregational Council Highlights for November and Annual Congregational 
Meeting (11/15/20) 

 
The council met on Sunday, November 8, 2020 via Zoom video conference due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic.  The council took action on or discussed the following items in No-
vember: 
 
+The council discussed the agenda and procedures for the annual congregational meet-
ing on November 15.  
 
+The council discussed options to return to inside worship.  The council discussed the 
original parameters in order to move to phase 2.  Unfortunately based on the current pan-
demic data, it was projected that we could not return to indoor worship until after Easter 
2021.  The council discussed various options and proceeded to approve a plan to return 
to one service inside and while one service would remain outside.  This will be on a trial 
basis for the season of Advent and council will then re-evaluate.  The schedule will begin 
on November 29 with indoor service being at 8:30 am and outside service will be at 11 
am.  Online services will also remain available. 
 
+The Finance Team reported on the monthly financial status.  For the month of October, 
total income was $43,314 and expenses were $41,613.  Year-to-date offerings total 
$431,203 and expenses total $417,670 resulting in year-to-date net income of $13,533.  
  
+The Stewardship Team plans to summarize Time Talent and Treasure forms that will be 
collected on November 15.  Members are encouraged to mail their form in if they are not 
able to attend services on November 15.   
 
+The Serve Team collected and later delivered 412 pounds of items to We Care during 
the Youth’s Reverse Trunk or Treat in October. 
 
+The Preschool Team decided that the preschool would not reconvene in 2020.   They 
will re-evaluate being able to open in 2021 at a later time. 
 
+The Ministry Review Team reported that the annual meetings with Pastor Hill and Pastor 
Joanna had been held and ministry goals for 2021 have been set. 
 
The annual congregational meeting was held on November 15, 2020 on the grounds of 
the church.  The following members were approved unanimously to a three year council 
term running 2021-2023: 
 Rosemary Frick, Billy Griffin, Bob Irwin, Stephanie Stoudemayer, and David Williams 
 
The 2021 Ministry Plan was approved unanimously by 74 members.  The total budget for 
2021 was approved for $585,354. 
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What a Shame It Doesn’t Add Up 
—Dr. Bob Hawkins 

 
            For a good part of her career, my mother was a bookkeeper at the local 
bank.  Running a posting machine the size of a small truck, she and her colleagues 
were meticulously intent on getting the accounts to balance by the end of each 
day.  No balance meant more hours crunching the numbers until things finally did add 
up.  That’s the way banks work.  That’s the way accountants work.  Some expend the 
same blood, sweat, and tears to get their own checkbooks to balance.  Highly likely, 
that’s the way the Gospel writer Matthew worked, too.  Matthew was a tax collector, 
and that profession influenced how he presented the Good News of God in Christ. 

            Matthew, as we know, liked to retell the parables of Jesus, but his tidy mind 
didn’t let the punchlines stand on their own.  Matthew, a number cruncher, felt com-
pelled to explain every point.  Helpful on a certain level, maybe, but it is a dangerous 
thing to assume ALL the puzzles and challenges of life can be neatly and succinctly 
solved.  At parties, Matthew probably killed the jokes he told by explaining those 
punchlines, too.  Such behavior, such compulsion, can be vexing to the hearer. 

   Sunday’s parable [Mt 25:31-46] about the sheep and goats with Matthew’s 
gloss on good guys and bad guys getting their just rewards is very tidy, the numbers 
all balanced and accounted for.  The rest of the readings line up like good little sol-
diers, with Ezekiel 35 echoing the Gospel.  Ephesians 1 and Psalm 95 sound like 
happy tidings of the honorable, glad that they’re not numbered with the shameful 
goats. 

            Matthew’s world – in fact, the whole Mediterranean region where the Bible 
was formed – lives [and often dies!] trying to keep SHAME and HONOR in bal-
ance.  Those cultures believe there is a set amount of each in this world.  If one is 
shamed by failing to do something or being wronged, it is necessary to reclaim honor 
including revenge on another by force if necessary.  We see this played out in psalms 
which ask God to destroy our enemies while keeping them from destroying us.  We 
also remember the infamous feud of the Hatfields and the McCoys, a regional exam-
ple of shame and honor in the hills of Kentucky and West Virginia.  That’s the way a 
shame and honor world works, folks giving as good as they get, tit for tat, balancing 
the slate with an equal and opposite force.  Our own desire to “make ourselves right 
with God” is shaped by such logic, too.  We assume that if we do the right stuff with 
the right thoughts for the right people, we balance out at the end of the day and find 
our easy chair in heaven.  “SHAME on those folks who don’t do the same!!!  Let them 
suffer the consequences,” we intone in our most honorable fashion. 

            Listening to these snippets from Matthew and Ezekiel, it would be easy to as-
sume that God’s justice is a ruthless culling of the goats from the sheep.  Which are 
we? There is great danger in merely dipping our toe into the deep pools of scripture 
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because it takes a whole Bible to tell about God.  As God’s saintly sinners, we are a 
melding of sheep and goathood.  Since God’s work is not wrathful but saving [I 
Thess 5], God is busy curing us of goatishness.  God’s ways, we learn, are decidedly 
NOT our ways [Isaiah 55:8-9].  God strikes an everlasting covenant with Abraham 
and the rest of us.  Indeed, God is continually recalling us wayward, stiff-necked, 
vengeance-seeking, scared-to-death beloved children back to God’s presence and 
protection.  When he’s not stumping us with a parable Jesus spends a good deal of 
time explaining that our harsh thoughts about law and order are not God’s idea of the 
blessed life – “You have heard it said…” [Matthew 5].  Certainly, there are conse-
quences for straying from the gentle path where God leads us:  isolation and danger 
because we absent ourselves from a supportive community, going “where angels fear 
to tread…”  Reckless behavior and unconsidered opinions bandied about do serious 
harm to us as well as those about us.  God, in fact, has been mortally grieved by our 
foolishness since the time Cain turned on Abel [Genesis 4].  God’s resolve has 
ranged from a protective mark on Cain’s forehead, a rainbow, an everlasting cove-
nant, a prophecy about a mountain top banquet celebrating God’s triumph over sin 
and evil [Isaiah 25:6-9], to God’s ultimate act of cosmic love in the person and mis-
sion of Jesus Christ [John 3]. 

            Theologian Terrance Fretheim discusses the interpretive lenses in scripture 
which keep us on track when we study the rocky, winding journey of faith in those 
pages.  They steer us away from the futile give and take of shame / honor, the black 
& white thinking which blinds us to God’s constant choosing to do the unexpected, to 
bring good from evil, to be God who is forever “…merciful and gracious, slow to an-
ger, and abounding in steadfast love.”  For the ways of the world, it just doesn’t add 
up, but that’s the way God works. 

 

 



9 

  Praying for: 

+Bob Shealy  
+Tarzie Johnston  
+Harvey Fulmer  
+Carolyn Bishop  
+Brady Amick  
+Miller Lindler  
+Albert Shealy  
+Cindy Hill  
+Michael Hatchell  
+Nancy Hess  
+George Winn  
+Nancy Crogen  
+Nancy DiMascio  
+Charlie Shealy  
+Robyn Casey on the death of Tim 
+Robbie DeFreese on the death of her 
mother 
 
Praying for friends of our church 
family: 
+ Sadie Gillian, friend of Jennifer Wells 
+ Matthew Coker, great nephew of the 

Shealy family 
+ Marie Fulmer, niece of Loretta Griffin & 

family 
+ Amelia Kinard, sister of Billy Griffin 
+ Sarah Grace Jerkins, great-niece of Anne 

Wessinger 
+ Tom Crooks, brother of Carolyn Bishop 
+ Linda Floyd, friend of John & Cathy 

Rodgers 
+ Sue Carver, friend of Joanne Wessinger 

Hill 
+ Sonny Blocker, brother-in-law of Dan & 

Robbie DeFreese 
+ David Owens, friend of Edward Neeley, 

Fred Garren and Tommy Hill 
+ Tyler Grubbs, friend of Lillie Free 
+ Lorraine Revels, daughter of friend of Jo-

Anne Hill 
+ Marie Syrett, sister-in-law of Mary Kern 
+ Nate Williams, friend of Linda & Gene Ol-

sten 
+ Al Zaback, cousin of Jerry & Vicky Shea-

ly 

+ Sally Thompson, sister-in-law of Susan 
Addy 

+ Diane Nichol, friend of Susan Addy 
+ Keith & Bonnie Maddox, Cindy Rego’s 

parents 
+ Evren Ray, great-niece of Susan Addy 
+ Chris & Eddie Shealy, sons of Gene & 

Ann B. Shealy 
+ Sherri Adams, Paul Rego’s sister 
+ Tommy Ward, friend of Jim Pope 
+ William Eckley, cousin of Vicky Shealy 
+ Payton Dominick, great-nephew of Glen-

da Lindler 
+ Tyler Richardson, son-in-law of Pastor 

Dick & Jeannie Webber 
+  Heidi Smith, Lew’s wife 
+  Todd Buehler, Debbie Hjelseth’s brother 
+  Landon Derrick, Wes Hill’s classmate & 

friend 
+ All those serving in the military 
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If you do not see your birthday or anniver-

sary (or if our info is incorrect), please con-

tact the church office so we can add you to 

our birthday and anniversary lists or correct 

our information. 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 
 1 John Rodgers, III 
 Ann B. Shealy 
 3  Catherine Nelson 
 Avis Lindler 
 Bill Moser 
 7  Kathleen Parks 
 8  Dot Blaney 
 Kelly Gowans 
9  Keith Summer 
10  Holly Knight 
 Kim Shealy 
 David Williams 
11  Austin Bundrick 
12 Bill Dukes  
 Brian Hollis 
 Katie Morgan 
13  Debbie Humm 
14  Robbie Frick 
17  Paul Rego 
18 Jimmy Lindler 
19 Bill Stockdell 
20  John Rister 
 Marley Shaver 
 Amy Splittgerber 
 Bart Teal 
 Wes Hill 
22  Holly Comalander 
 Russell Long 
23 Mary Grace Leininger 
24 Nancy Crogen 
 Tammy R. Shealy 
25  Andrew Hill 
27  David Crede 
 Harvey Fulmer 
29 Jennifer Rister 
31  Triston Alford 
 Lillie Free 
 

 
DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 
 8 Jimmy & Melinda Morris–19 
12  Dennis & Dianna Frick–33 
15  Geo. Jr. & Teressa Wessinger—57 
17  Heyward & Dot Kleckley–71 
18  Ken & Susan Crabtree–49 
20  Bill & Phyllis Barton–40 
31 Tim & Laurie Schmidt–19 



NOVEMBER 2020 CALENDAR 

Pastor Joanna’s Day Off—Thursday       Pastor Hill’s Day Off—Friday 

Due to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, all in-person 

church activities and gatherings are currently suspend-

ed with the exception of our Sunday worship services 

(indoor at 8:30 a.m. and outdoor at 11:00 a.m. on a trial 

basis.) 

 

Currently, we are providing online worship and daily vid-

eo devotions through our Facebook and YouTube pag-

es. Go to our Mt. Horeb website (https://mthoreb.net/), 

scroll to the top or bottom, and you’ll find links - little 

blue boxes - for both Facebook and YouTube. We en-

courage you to visit these sites, subscribe and/or like, 

and invite others to do the same.  

 

Though church office hours are currently suspended, 

each staff member is working from home, and periodi-

cally in the office. Please call, text, or email, and we will 

respond as soon as possible. We have been conducting 

meetings, Bible studies, and classes using Zoom.  



Contact Us 

Mt. Horeb Lutheran  

101 East Boundary St. 

Chapin, SC  29036 

(803) 345-2000 

mthoreb.net 

Ralph G. Hill, Pastor  

pastorhill@mthoreb.net 

 

Joanna C. Gragg,  

Associate Pastor 

pastorjoanna@mthoreb.net 

 

Jenny Leininger, Admin Asst 

jenny@mthoreb.net 

 

Camille Joseph,  Receptionist  

frontdesk@mthoreb.net 

Upcoming LCY Events 
 

 

 
 

 
Join Mount Horeb Lutheran Church Youth for our 

new year of meeting via ZOOM!  Every Sunday at 
5:00 p.m., we will meet for a short time of devo-
tion, conversation, and connection with our faith 

family.  If you are in grades 6-12, be on the lookout 
for an email invitation to join.  We will continue to 

think about what God is doing among us, and plan-
ning on a great year together! 
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