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A Message from Pastor Hill 
 

“God alone is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall not be 
shaken.” – Psalm 62:6 

 
Psalm 62 seems to be about the gift of God’s goodness, which is 
pure and sure. We can trust God implicitly. It causes me to wonder, 
“what do I put my trust in on a daily basis - on a future basis?” 
 
When I was a senior in high school, I thought when I bought my 
1973 mustang it would be something I would keep forever! When 
the universal joint went out, my mechanic friend and I lay on the 
ground for hours replacing it. As he mentioned a few other items he 
noticed needing repair, I thought about the effects of and effort 
needed to maintain wear and tear.  
 
The first time I went on a zip-line, I wondered if it would snap. Turns 
out they don’t last forever and DO wear and need to be replaced. 
  
When buying a house, it can be exciting! However, the gift of own-
ership also includes the responsibility of maintenance. Over the 
years, we have painted, repaired, re-roofed, replaced. Nothing 
seems to last forever.  
 
When one looks throughout history, leaders change, problems 
change, momentum changes. But there is something enduring 
about life’s basic ebb and flow. Even though technology changes, 
peoples hunger for knowledge remains. Even though an I-phone 
can provide 100 different ways to prepare chicken, hunger is hun-
ger -  and when one is hungry, they’ll eat almost anything.  
 
This reminds me of the phrase, “The more things change, the more 
they stay the same.” (coined by French writer Jean-Baptiste Al-
phonse Karr, “plus ça change, plus c’est la même chose.”). There 
is something basic about our core. 
 
American psychologist Abraham Maslow gave us the triangled hier-
archy of needs in his 1943 paper, “A Theory of Human Motivation.” 
At our base, we have basic needs (food, water, clothing, safety, 
shelter). Next are psychological needs (belongingness, love, ac-
complishment). At the top are self-fulfillment needs (achieving our 
potential, creativity). These are basic and observable needs in hu-
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mans – some would say unchangeable. This is a key insight for our own needs and 
the needs of our relationships. It is also undergirded by our relationship with God, who 
made each of us and said it was good. At our core, we have an basic need to nurture 
our Spirituality. 
 
In Psalm 62, we read: “6God alone is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall not 
be shaken.” It gives insight to our spirituality. God who made and sustains us is the 
same yesterday, today, and tomorrow. The writer of Hebrews (13:8) tells us “Jesus 
Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.” Paul in his letter to the Romans 
(8:39), tells us “nothing separated us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.” Jesus tells 
us (Matt 28:20), “I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 
 
As we dwell on this passage, we hear a basic truth. It is a pure and sure reminder of 
the gift of faith and relationship with our Creator. Though things do change around us, 
God is our constant. It’s when we exclude God from our thinking and our living that we 
get off-center.  
 
The hymn “Christ, Be Our Light” (ELW 715) has a verse which goes: “Many the gifts, 
many the people, many the hearts that yearn to belong. Let us be servants to one an-
other, signs of your kingdom come.” Because we belong to Christ, whose light gives 
life, we belong to life’s sure and pure source. God provides for our basic needs, an-
chors us in love, and frees us to live a life of Holy calling.  
 
Blessings in Christ+ 
-Pastor Hill 
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A Message from Pastor Joanna 
 
 
Happy February, Mount Horeb Disciples!  It is the month known for St. Valentines Day, 
the month of pink and red hearts and of the cute cards and stuffed animals.  We love to 
give and get these Valentines’ Day presents.  While it is in some way a good marketing 
tool, it is also a month we can remember the important stuff that’s the immaterial thing 
called Love.  A reminder that we all have the gift of God’s Love. 
 
In thinking about love and relationships with those who we love, I am reminded that we 
all communicate love differently.  Gary Chapman, Ph.D., wrote a book called The 5 Love 
Languages: The Secret to Love That Lasts. According to Chapman, the five ways that 
we communicate love are through: words of affirmation, quality time, receiving gifts, acts 
of service, and physical touch.  I recommend the book and there are many articles on the 
topic.  It is a unique way to look at how each of us are wired to be in the world and to 
connect with our loved ones.     
 
The reason I think of love languages is, well, I’ve been reading the gospel.  We are in the 
year of reading and hearing from the gospel of Mark.  As I page through the bible that 
have years of notes in it, I am drawn to a certain page with a lot of scribbles:   

 

Mark 1:40-42 
40 

A leper
 
came to him begging him, and kneeling

 
he said to him, “If you 

choose, you can make me clean.” 
41 

Moved with pity, Jesus stretched out his hand and 

touched him, and said to him, “I do choose. Be made clean!” 
42 

Immediately the lepro-

sy left him, and he was made clean. 

Jesus is moved from his inmost being by pity for this man, but behind that word is a lot of 
things… including a lot of emotions.  Jesus could have been angry or sad or disappoint-
ed in the way society excluded the man.  With all of the possible emotions, love is at Je-
sus’ core and Jesus communicates God’s love using all the love languages.  Here he 
shows love through physical touch.  Jesus sees the suffering man, touches him and re-
stores him to community by healing him.   
 
I am reminded that Jesus had human emotion, that we (Thanks be to God!) have human 
emotion, and that we are called to be aware of what is moving us to action.  Anger, sad-
ness, happiness, joy, discontent…all of these things move us to action but at our core is 
God’s gift of love that motivates us.  We are called to move out of love for one another 
and it is all because God first loved and still loves us all.  Go write a Valentines’ Day card 
to someone.  Write one to yourself from Jesus, write one to the whole world from God, or 
just look for the ways others are communicating love to you… even when it’s not Febru-
ary 14

th
.  I wonder where and how you will communicate God’s love today. 

 
Peace and Love, 
Pastor Joanna        



Weekly Worship and Daily Devotions 
You are invited each week to worship at 8:30 am & 11:00 am. The 
8:30 am Worship is live-streamed on YouTube and later uploaded to 
our Facebook page. Currently, we have suspended in-person gath-
erings. The 11:00 am Worship is held outdoors, weather permitting. Stay in your vehicle 
and listen on FM 87.9 or bring a chair and sit on the grass. Invite someone to worship! 
 
You are invited each weekday to join Pastor Joanna and Pastor Hill for Daily Devotions 
on our Facebook and YouTube pages. May God’s love and peace bless you in the new 
year!  

 

Confirmation Class, Sunday’s at 10 a.m. 
Each Sunday morning at 10:00 am, our 6th – 8th grade students meet 
online (Zoom) for Confirmation instruction. We are studying Luther’s Small 
Catechism Testament during the 2020-2021 school year. All 6th-8th grade 
students are reminded to download the Augsburg Fortress Small Catechism 
App.  

 
Office hours are currently suspended. Each staff 
member is working from home, and periodically in the office. 
Please call, text, or email, and we will respond as soon as 
possible. We have been conducting meetings, Bible studies, 
and classes using Zoom.  
 

Thank You!  
Your response of financial support to Mt. Horeb is a blessing to 
our ministry! Thank You! Offerings are collected at the 11:00 
Outdoor Worship. They may also be sent in by mail, placed in 
the drop box near the portico, or provided online through PayPal 
and Tithe.ly (look for the red ‘Donate Online’ button). Our individ-
ual and collective effort is vital to our faithful work together.  

 

Happy 130th Anniversary! 
2021 marks the 130th Anniversary (1891-2021) for Mt. Horeb! On 
October 10, 2021 our Worship Team is planning a special Homecom-
ing celebration with Worship and lunch. Bishop Ginny Aebischer will 
be our guest preacher. Also, in the months leading up to October, we 
will hear a recorded video message from special individuals affiliated 
with the life of our congregation. In February, Pastor Adam Carnell 
will kick-off the messages as he greets us and shares a ministry 
memory. Pastor Carnell was with us for two years as a part of our Teaching-Parish rela-
tionship with Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary. 
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Join us 
2021 Lent & Easter at Mt Horeb  

(*please check schedule each week for any changes) 
2/17         Ash Wednesday    12 noon (outdoor) 
              7pm (livestream) 
2/24-3/24   Mid-Week Devotions  Facebook & YouTube  
3/28           Palm Sunday     8:30 am (livestream) 
              11am (outdoor)  
4/1         Maundy Thursday    12 noon (outdoor)  
              7pm (livestream) 
4/2         Good Friday    7pm (livestream) 
4/4              Easter Sunday       8:30 am (livestream) 
              11am (outdoor) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to the Mt. Horeb congregation for the calls, cards, food and prayers during 
the illness and passing of our loved one, Bob Shealy.  Also, thank you to Pastor Hill 
and Pastor Joanna.  It is good to have your support at this difficult time. 
 
                   God’s Blessings, 
                   Pasty, Mike and Robby Shealy 
 
Dear Church Family; 
I need to sincerely thank you all for the cards, notes, prayers and thoughts since Tim's 
unexpected and unfortunate passing.  I am going along and moving forward as best I 
can but still feeling very raw and unsure about the future.  I really wanted to let you 
know that your thoughts and prayers are appreciated and I thank God for you every 
day. 
                   Fond regards, 
                   Robyn Casey 
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St. Mark and the White Rabbit 
Dr. Bob Hawkins 

 

 It’s surprising how much the White Rabbit in Alice in Wonderland brings 
the gospel writer Mark to mind.  Both the rabbit and Mark were in a hurry, 
anxious to accomplish their pressing tasks.  The Disney version of Alice 
finds the White Rabbit frequently checking his pocket watch, singing: 

 

I’m late, I’m late for a very important date. 
No time to say hello, good-bye I'm late, I'm late, I'm late 

No no no no no no! I'm overdue! I'm really in a stew 
No time to say goodbye, hello I'm late, I'm late, I'm late… 

[© Disney productions, 1951] 
 

That easily could have been Mark’s own theme song.  Bible scholars tell us 
that Mark’s gospel is the earliest of the four gospels in the New Testament, 
written about 70 AD, around the time of the siege of Jerusalem by the Ro-
man army.  Much of the city as well as the Temple were destroyed.  Many 
were killed and others fled, beginning the first stage of the Jewish Diaspo-
ra, the scattering of God’s people throughout the world. 

This was the context of Mark’s feverish writing to tell some good news to a 
people assaulted and exiled by violence.   

Peppered throughout Mark’s gospel is the word “immediately.”  It clearly 
sums up Mark’s hurry to get these scattered stories of Jesus recorded and 
told before they could be lost in the chaos of dire, social upheaval.  There is 
no spinning out of the details or reflection on possible theological meanings 
like we find in the other gospels.  Mark just gets the key events down and 
moves on immediately! to the next important issue.  Unlike Matthew and 
Luke, Mark provides no account of Jesus’ birth and early life, nor does he 
recall many of Jesus’ parables.  Unlike John, Mark is not describing the 
cosmic meaning of Jesus as the Incarnate Word who was from “the begin-
ning,” nor does he explore other aspects of Jesus’ identity.  Mark is abso-
lutely focused on introducing to his hearers the saving mission of Jesus to 
the downtrodden and needy as succinctly as possible.  Mark doesn’t want 
anyone to miss a single thing. 
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Sunday’s gospel [Mark 1:14-20] (1/24/2021) treats the same event as last 
Sunday’s reading from John – the calling of the disciples.  However, Mark’s 
account leaves our heads spinning.  Jesus “…passes along the Sea of Gali-
lee” and, upon meeting Simon and Andrew and then James and John, simply 
invites them: Follow me.  Immediately, they follow.  Say what???  No dis-
cussion, no saying goodbye to family and friends, no storing their nets and 
getting their boats shipshape.  The Old and New Testament readings also 
seem to reflect Mark’s abruptness.   Paul, writing to the folks in Corinth [I 
Corinthians 7:29-31], reminds them (and us!) that time is passing away.  
The uproar and distractions of the world can blind us to the saving presence 
of God in our midst.  Thus, we value Paul’s and Mark’s ability to get to the 
point.  The passage from Jonah [3:1-5, 10] is also a helpful reminder that 
through the centuries people have heard the invitation of God to put away 
division and strife, to gain a better perspective on life, living, and loving so 
that we all can answer God’s sometimes abrupt, sometimes more subtle, in-
vitations to serve in the ways we are able. 

Perhaps Mark’s impetuousness to get the story told, to urge Jesus’ followers 
to embrace the life of faith and become the people God created us to be, is a 
blessed way for us to learn about time and eternity.  The passing of time is-
n’t simply a treadmill of pressing obligations, but God’s holy gift to us to 
“…practice the presence of God” as Brother Lawrence once wrote in his 
spiritual classic.  In that holy practice we can discard the White Rabbit’s 
anxiety and live out our days in openness to God’s enlivening presence.  
That is what the Psalmist [Psalm 65:1-12] for Sunday also commends: 

 
5For God alone I wait in silence; truly, my hope is in God. 

6God alone is my rock and my salvation, my stronghold,  
so that I shall never be shaken. 

7In God is my deliverance and my honor; God is my strong rock and my ref-
uge. 

8Put your trust in God always, O people, pour out your hearts before the one 
who is our refuge.  
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Congregational Council Highlights for January 2021 
 

The council met on Sunday, January 10, 2021 via Zoom video conference due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic.  The council took action on or discussed the following 
items in December: 

The council determined Ministry Team Assignments for 2021 as follows: 

 

 
 The Finance Team reported that the financial status for the church ended very 

well.  For the month of December, total income was $56,833 and expenses 
were $45,657.  Year-to-date offerings total $545,380 and expenses total 
$506,056 resulting in year-to-date net income of $39,324.   

Council Member Term Ends Ministry Team Assignment 

Arnie Wodtke 2021 Vice Chair  &  Ministry Review 

Deena Bishop 2021 Secretary & Ministry Review 

Steve Cartin 2021 Property 

Andrea Fickle 2021 Witness 

Peggy Miller 2021 Learn 

Benny Counts 2022 Cemetery 

Wil Hutchens 2022 Social Ministry 

Derek Miller 2022 Human Resources 

Mattie Smith 2022 Preschool 

Tim Schmidt 2022 Serve 

Rosemary Frick 2023 Fellowship 

Billy Griffin 2023 Finance 

Bob Irwin 2023 Stewardship 

Stephanie Stoudemayer 2023 Youth Ministry 

David Williams 2023 Worship 
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  Praying for: 

+Jane Ramsey 
+Don Comalander 
+Christy Bundrick 
+Ginny Hatfield 
+Pam Shear 
+Wanda Burleson 
+Billy Rauch 
+Tarzie Johnston  
+Carolyn Bishop  
+Brady Amick  
+Albert Shealy  
+Michael Hatchell  
+Nancy Hess  
+Nancy Crogen  
+Nancy DiMascio  
+Charlie Shealy 
+The family of Betty Comalander on her 
 death 
+The family of Ann Fetner on her death 
+The family of Maude Cannon on her death 
 
Praying for friends of our church 
family: 
+ Melissa Smith, sister of Dean Smith 
+ Ronnie Chapman, nephew of Rosemary 

Frick 
+ Kathy Ransom, friend of Robbie De-

Freese 
+ Sadie Gillian, friend of Jennifer Wells 
+ Matthew Coker, great nephew of the 

Shealy family 
+ Marie Fulmer, niece of Loretta Griffin & 

family 
+ Amelia Kinard, sister of Billy Griffin 
+ Sarah Grace Jerkins, great-niece of Anne 

Wessinger 
+ Tom Crooks, brother of Carolyn Bishop 
+ Linda Floyd, friend of John & Cathy 

Rodgers 
+ Sue Carver, friend of Joanne Wessinger 

Hill 
+ Sonny Blocker, brother-in-law of Dan & 

Robbie DeFreese 
+ David Owens, friend of Edward Neeley, 

Fred Garren and Tommy Hill 

+ Tyler Grubbs, friend of Lillie Free 
+ Lorraine Revels, daughter of friend of Jo-

Anne Hill 
+ Marie Syrett, sister-in-law of Mary Kern 
+ Nate Williams, friend of Linda & Gene Ol-

sten 
+ Al Zaback, cousin of Jerry & Vicky Shea-

ly 
+ Sally Thompson, sister-in-law of Susan 

Addy 
+ Diane Nichol, friend of Susan Addy 
+ Keith & Bonnie Maddox, Cindy Rego’s 

parents 
+ Evren Ray, great-niece of Susan Addy 
+ Chris & Eddie Shealy, sons of Gene & 

Ann B. Shealy 
+ Sherri Adams, Paul Rego’s sister 
+ Tommy Ward, friend of Jim Pope 
+ William Eckley, cousin of Vicky Shealy 
+ Payton Dominick, great-nephew of Glen-

da Lindler 
+ Tyler Richardson, son-in-law of Pastor 

Dick & Jeannie Webber 
+  Heidi Smith, Lew’s wife 
+  Todd Buehler, Debbie Hjelseth’s brother 
+  Landon Derrick, Wes Hill’s classmate & 

friend 
+ All those serving in the military 
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If you do not see your birthday or anniver-

sary (or if our info is incorrect), please con-

tact the church office so we can add you to 

our birthday and anniversary lists or correct 

our information. 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 
 1 Ella Bishop 
 2 Inga Rodgers 
 3 Bernie Hawkins 
 4 Benjamin McKie 
 Rickie McKie 
 5 Skip Garrett 
 7 Zachary McCall 
 Don Ramsey 
 8 Jonathan Adams 
 Tom Blaney 
 9 Katie Barton  
 Joni Epting 
11 Alicia Joiner 
 David Knight 
13 Jesse Ray Frick 
15 Benny Counts 
 Will Smith                                              
16 Heather Adams 
17 Deborah Russell 
 Noah Todd 
18 Rachel Hutchens 
 Barbara Long 
20 Betty Shealy 
21 Dalton Perry 
23 Susan Boland 
 Marc Lindler 
24 Wyatt Morris 
 Patrick Shealy 
25 Erik Schmidt 
26 Katelyn McDonald 
27 Kaden Todd 
28 Roger Lindler 
 

 
FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
 
17 Tom & Loretta Griffin - 42  



FEBRUARY 2021 CALENDAR 

Pastor Joanna’s Day Off—Thursday       Pastor Hill’s Day Off—Friday 

Due to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, all in-person 

church activities and gatherings are currently suspend-

ed with the exception of our Sunday worship services 

(indoor at 8:30 a.m. and outdoor at 11:00 a.m. on a trial 

basis.) 

 

Currently, we are providing online worship and daily vid-

eo devotions through our Facebook and YouTube pag-

es. Go to our Mt. Horeb website (https://mthoreb.net/), 

scroll to the top or bottom, and you’ll find links - little 

blue boxes - for both Facebook and YouTube. We en-

courage you to visit these sites, subscribe and/or like, 

and invite others to do the same.  

 

Though church office hours are currently suspended, 

each staff member is working from home, and periodi-

cally in the office. Please call, text, or email, and we will 

respond as soon as possible. We have been conducting 

meetings, Bible studies, and classes using Zoom.  



Contact Us 

Mt. Horeb Lutheran  

101 East Boundary St. 

Chapin, SC  29036 

(803) 345-2000 

mthoreb.net 

Ralph G. Hill, Pastor  

pastorhill@mthoreb.net 

 

Joanna C. Gragg,  

Associate Pastor 

pastorjoanna@mthoreb.net 

 

Jenny Leininger, Admin Asst 

jenny@mthoreb.net 

 

Camille Joseph,  Receptionist  

frontdesk@mthoreb.net 

Upcoming LCY Events 
 

 

 
 

 
Join Mount Horeb Lutheran Church Youth for our 

new year of meeting via ZOOM!  Every Sunday at 
5:00 p.m., we will meet for a short time of devo-
tion, conversation, and connection with our faith 

family.  If you are in grades 6-12, be on the lookout 
for an email invitation to join.  We will continue to 

think about what God is doing among us, and plan-
ning on a great year together! 
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