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A Message from Pastor Hill 
 

George Washington Carver always wore a flower in his la-
pel because it reminded him of "Mr. Creator," his name for 
God. 
 
Martin Luther encouraged us to remember our baptism 
whenever we washed our face. 
 
Lent reminds us of our connection with the Creator. It is a 
special season of forty days, set aside for introspection, 
prayer, and study as the events of Passion week and East-
er Sunday approach. As Christ’s people, we find ourselves 
journeying towards the cross. Our journey, however, is not 
just a human journey, but one where all of creation accom-
panies us. Plants, animals, the entire earth itself, join with 
humanity on this spiritual homecoming, through the cove-
nants established between God and creation eons ago! 
 
Of all our many shortcomings we contemplate during the 
Lenten season, we can easily spend our time with a nar-
row focus on the self … without acknowledging the special 
relationship that exists between God and ALL of creation. 
God's sacrificial love is not just for humanity but for all of 
creation. As John 3:16 is best translated: "For God so 
loved the cosmos ..." 
 
Following our Lenten guideline of  “Return to the Lord Our 
God”, we recognize God's unique commitment to all crea-
tion. Nature is not just our stage, we are part of it and inter-
twined with it. From Genesis 9:12-13 we read: God said, 
‘This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me 
and you and every living creature that is with you, for all fu-
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ture generations: 13I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a 
sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 

 
God not only makes a covenant with us through Christ, but also has 
a covenant with the earth.  Yes, the gospel is good news of our re-
demption from the world. Yet, it is also good news which promises re-
demption of the world. 
 

It is no coincidence that the “somber” period of Lent occurs during the 
late Winter/early Spring - a time still cold, still barren … exacerbated 
this year by a period of a pandemic. As Easter and Spring approach, 
the cycle of life begins again: Snow turn to rain, leaves begin to bud, 
grass begins to grow, hibernating animals awaken, the entire earth re
-awakens. And embraced by the Gospel of Easter, so do we! The 
Resurrection redeems and renews us. We are born anew with baptis-
mal life budding forth. Christ re-connects us as full partners in the 
covenanted love of God the Creator. 
 
May God bless you in your efforts to find renewal during a pandemic. 
May the journey of Lent remind you of God’s unfailing effort to love 
and claim us and walk with us, providing strength for the journey.  
 
God’s Peace+ 
-Pastor Hill  
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A Message from Pastor Joanna 

 

Dear Mount Horeb family, 

This past month has had a little more drear than usual for a February.  I 

sit here at my computer praying about what our faith family needs to hear.  

I think of the small blessings during this season of pandemic living and 

remember the privilege granted to me by leading the youth group team of 

disciples.  Every week, on Sundays at 5 o’clock, our 6th-12th graders log 

on to a Zoom call with each other.  I get to lead discussion and witness to 

their growing faith.  It is a joy that conquers the drear! 

In discussion with our council liaison for the Youth ministry team, I need 

to share and testify to this joy.  The seeds of faith that are being cared for 

and cultivated is evident through these conversations.  We have been us-

ing a basic outline of checking in on one another’s highs and lows (good 

things and not so great things about their week), reading a short scripture 

passage, and then sharing some questions and wonderings about how to 

apply the good news to our coming week. We close our time together 

with prayer and an invitation to focus on a new “good news in action” for 

the week.  This past week, we heard from Hebrews: 

Chapter 2 Therefore we must pay greater attention to what we have 

heard, so that we do not drift away from it. 2 For if the message declared 

through angels was valid, and every transgression or disobedience re-

ceived a just penalty, 3 how can we escape if we neglect so great a salva-

tion? It was declared at first through the Lord, and it was attested to us by 

those who heard him, 4 while God added his testimony by signs and won-

ders and various miracles, and by gifts of the Holy Spirit, distributed ac-

cording to his will 

After discussion, two youth summed up the message we heard by saying, 

“We need to pay attention” and “Jesus stands with all of humanity”.  Wow.  

I invite you to sit with those nuggets of wisdom from our young theologi-

ans/disciples.  What a gift all of us are to one another as a faith family!  
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During our time of living in a culture where a lot of things are cancelled 

and waiting for “back to normal”, the youth group meetings have been a 

testimony to the active and unquenchable Holy Spirit in our lives.  Joy 

abounds!  While it does need our attention, thanks be to God that it 

grows even when we forget to stop and look.  This is why I write these 

things, so that we may all slow down, take a breath, and give thanks for 

the small blessings that bear fruit in faith and through conversation with 

one another.  How are you going to pay attention this month?   

+Peace, 
Pastor Joanna         
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Weekly Worship and Daily Devotions 
You are invited each week to worship at 8:30 am & 11:00 
am. The 8:30 am Worship is live-streamed on YouTube 
and later uploaded to our Facebook page. Currently, we 
have suspended in-person gatherings. The 11:00 am 

Worship is held outdoors, weather permitting. Stay in your vehicle and lis-
ten on FM 87.9 or bring a chair and sit on the grass. Invite someone to 
worship! 
 
You are invited each weekday to join Pastor Joanna and Pastor Hill for 
Daily Devotions on our Facebook and YouTube pages. May God’s love 
and peace bless you in the new year!  
 
Confirmation Class—Sunday’s at 10 a.m.  
Each Sunday morning at 10:00 am, our 6th – 8th grade stu-
dents meet online (Zoom) for Confirmation instruction. We 
are studying Luther’s Small Catechism Testament during 
the 2020-2021 school year. All 6th-8th grade students are 
reminded to download the Augsburg Fortress Small Cate-
chism App.  
 
 
 



Thank You!  
Your response of financial support to Mt. Horeb is a 
blessing to our ministry! Thank You! Offerings are 
collected at the 11:00 Outdoor Worship. They may 
also be sent in by mail, placed in the drop box near 
the portico, or provided online through PayPal and 

Tithe.ly (look for the red ‘Donate Online’ button). Our individual and 
collective effort is vital to our faithful work together.  
 
Happy 130th Anniversary! 
2021 marks the 130th Anniversary (1891-2021) for Mt. 
Horeb! On October 10, 2021 our Worship Team is plan-
ning a special Homecoming celebration with Worship 
and lunch. Bishop Ginny Aebischer will be our guest 
preacher. Also, in the months leading up to October, we 
will hear a recorded video message from special indi-
viduals affiliated with the life of our congregation. Look 
for their premier each 2nd Sunday of the month during the 8:30 am 
live stream service. 

 
Lenten Zoom Tuesday Study of The Small Cate-
chism with Pastor Hill 
At 9:00 am and 7:00 pm, on Tuesdays during Lent, 
Pastor Hill will lead a six-session class on the Small 
Catechism. It will end on Tuesday, March 30th. Using 
the materials “By Heart – Conversations with Martin 
Luther’s Small Catechism,” the sessions will focus 
on : 
1-Ten Commandments, 2-Apostle’s Creed, 3-Lord’s 

Prayer, 4-Holy Baptism, 5-Holy Communion, 6-Daily Prayer.  
 
The same class is repeated, to better suite your schedule. All are invit-
ed.  Links for Zoom invites can be found on our website. 
 
If you are interested, you can download a free Luther’s Small Cate-
chism APP by Publishing House ELCA from the App Store. 
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Blood Drive 
On Sunday, March 7, from 10am-3pm, the Red 
Cross will be partnering with Thrivent of Chapin to 
provide a Mobile Blood Drive at the location of our 
East Boundary Street parking lot. Their goal is 27 
units. All donors receive a $20 Visa gift card. In 
addition, all donors receive free Antibody screen-

ing for Covid-19. You will need to make an appointment. As soon as 
receive the link from the Red Cross, it will be posted on our FB page 
and Web site.  
 
 
Safe Water Sunday 
On March 21, we will collect money for the Safe 
Water project we have been supporting through 
the SC Synod partnership with our brothers and 
sisters in Tanzania. Mt. Horeb helped provide a 
well in one of the villages, and each year we con-
tinue to recognize the need for safe water 
through our support. A special donation site will be set up during the 
11:00 am Outdoor Worship on March 21. Also, any donations re-
ceive through the mail or electronically will be greatly appreciated! 
Thank you! 

 
Office hours are currently suspended 
Each staff member is working from home, and 
periodically in the office. Please call, text, or 
email, and we will respond as soon as possi-

ble. We have been conducting meetings, Bible studies, and classes 
using Zoom.  
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Join us 
2021 Lent & Easter at Mt Horeb  

(*please check schedule each week for any changes) 
   2/24-3/24   Mid-Week Devotions  Facebook & YouTube  
   3/28           Palm Sunday     8:30 am (livestream) 
                 11am (outdoor)  
   4/1         Maundy Thursday    12 noon (outdoor)  
                 7pm (livestream) 
   4/2         Good Friday    7pm (livestream) 
   4/4              Easter Sunday       7:30 am (outdoor) 
                 8:30 am (livestream) 
                 11am (outdoor) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A big thank you for the many acts of kindness shown to me during my 
second knee replacement. I feel so blessed to have you all as my 
church family. My knees are doing good and I am happy to report all 
other joints are good!! God's peace to you all.    
                  Pam Shear 
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Congregational Council Highlights for February 2021 

 
The council met on Sunday, February 21, 2021 via Zoom video conference due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic.  The council took action on or discussed the following items: 

• The Council made a plan to select someone to replace Bob Irwin who resigned from his term and 
 will approve that person at a subsequent council meeting. 

• A draft calendar for the year was presented and no changes were made. 

• The Finance Team reported that the church had received stock donations.  Therefore, in order to 
sell the stock, the team presented a motion to authorize the team to set up a brokerage account 
and then manage the sale of any and all donations of capital stock using their judgement to keep 
the cost as low as possible.  The motion seconded and approved unanimously. 

• The council reviewed the top 5 priorities for 2021 as determined in the January council retreat.  
They are as follows: 

 1. Communication (Support):  Led by Fellowship, Rosemary Frick and Pastor Hill have orga-
nized a  Telecare Ministry team made up of 15 members who have been assigned a group of mem-
bers of  the congregation.  Team members have already begun calling each family unit assigned. 
The goal  is to make contact quarterly with our members. 

 2. Youth-Integrated Youth Ministry Grades 3-12 with a focus on revising the Peace Frogs 
Ministry (Learn): The Learn Team will work to rejuvenate the Peace Frogs program by working with 
families of children in grades 3-5 to gauge interests and ideas. 

 3. Alternative forms of worship (Worship):  The Worship Team will work on ideas to continue 
outdoor worship opportunities even after a return to indoor worship.  They will also explore ways to 
add a praise band back into the worship service. 

 4. Technologies, Streaming Worship, Hire support (Worship):   How do we sustain & improve 
our streaming/technology capabilities?  

 5. Faith Five (Learn):  This initiative has been launched but needs to be encouraged and deter-
mine how to sustain it. 

• The Worship Team reported that they are planning for Holy Week services as well as continua-
tion  of planning for Homecoming activities in the fall of 2021. 

• The Serve Team has worked with Thrivent to host a mobile blood bank on March 7 to be held in 
the East Boundary Street parking lot.  They are also planning for Water Sunday on March 21 as 
well as spring planting of the Community Garden. 

• The Finance Team reported that the application for forgiveness of the PPE grant/loan has been 
submitted.  They also reported that in January, offerings and expenses were both below budget.  
Actual offerings were $40,111 and expenses were $40,964 for a net loss of $853.  

• The Return to Indoor Worship Committee continues to meet and recommends that we continue 
only with outdoor services.  They are hoping that if COVID-19 case numbers continue to de-
crease, they could possibly entertain recommending a return to indoor worship in March. 
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  Praying for: 

+Jane Ramsey 
+Jenny Leininger 
+Don Comalander 
+Ginny Hatfield 
+Tarzie Johnston  
+Carolyn Bishop  
+Brady Amick  
+Albert Shealy  
+Michael Hatchell  
+Nancy Crogen  
+Nancy DiMascio  
+Charlie Shealy 
 
Praying for friends of our church 
family: 
+ Christy Bundrick, daughter-in-law of Gail 

Bundrick 
+ Melissa Smith, sister of Dean Smith 
+ Ronnie Chapman, nephew of Rosemary 

Frick 
+ Kathy Ransom, friend of Robbie De-

Freese 
+ Sadie Gillian, friend of Jennifer Wells 
+ Matthew Coker, great nephew of the 

Shealy family 
+ Marie Fulmer, niece of Loretta Griffin & 

family 
+ Amelia Kinard, sister of Billy Griffin 
+ Sarah Grace Jerkins, great-niece of Anne 

Wessinger 
+ Tom Crooks, brother of Carolyn Bishop 
+ Linda Floyd, friend of John & Cathy 

Rodgers 
+ Sue Carver, friend of Joanne Wessinger 

Hill 
+ Sonny Blocker, brother-in-law of Dan & 

Robbie DeFreese 
+ David Owens, friend of Edward Neeley, 

Fred Garren and Tommy Hill 
+ Tyler Grubbs, friend of Lillie Free 
+ Lorraine Revels, daughter of friend of Jo-

Anne Hill 
+ Marie Syrett, sister-in-law of Mary Kern 
+ Nate Williams, friend of Linda & Gene Ol-

sten 

+ Al Zaback, cousin of Jerry & Vicky Shea-
ly 

+ Sally Thompson, sister-in-law of Susan 
Addy 

+ Diane Nichol, friend of Susan Addy 
+ Keith & Bonnie Maddox, Cindy Rego’s 

parents 
+ Evren Ray, great-niece of Susan Addy 
+ Chris & Eddie Shealy, sons of Gene & 

Ann B. Shealy 
+ Sherri Adams, Paul Rego’s sister 
+ Tommy Ward, friend of Jim Pope 
+ William Eckley, cousin of Vicky Shealy 
+ Payton Dominick, great-nephew of Glen-

da Lindler 
+ Tyler Richardson, son-in-law of Pastor 

Dick & Jeannie Webber 
+  Heidi Smith, Lew’s wife 
+  Todd Buehler, Debbie Hjelseth’s brother 
+  Landon Derrick, Wes Hill’s classmate & 

friend 
+ All those serving in the military 
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If you do not see your birthday or anniver-

sary (or if our info is incorrect), please con-

tact the church office so we can add you to 

our birthday and anniversary lists or correct 

our information. 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
 
1 Bailey Gowans 
  Sandi Mesimer 
2  Mary Nell Metts 
3 Ken Heintz 
 Rachel Wessinger 
 4 Brady Amick 
 Cathy Rodgers 
 6 Abigail Bundrick 
 7 Jason Steele 
 8 Lisa Harmon 
 Wyatt Jordan 
 David Splittgerber 
 9 Carol Averitte 
 Pastor Ralph Hill 
 A. J. Mieras 
10 Cathryn Lindler 
 Lynette Shealy 
 Jennifer Smith 
11 Chip Jordan 
 Joshua Steele 
13 Robbie Koon DeFreese 
 Tim Schmidt 
14 Don Comalander 
15 Skip Barrett 
 Helen Comalander 
16 Glen Wessinger 
17 Tom Griffin 
 Vie Wilmot 
18 Evelyn Kolb  
 Bailey Wessinger 
19 Joe L. Lassiter 
20 Wanda Burleson 
 Furman Miller 
21 Sarah C. Todd 
 Nancy Bollibon 
22   Sarah Inabnet 
 Tim Schmidt 
 Leland Teal 
24   Evelyn Shealy 
25 Kate Soderlund 
 Ashley Williams 

26 Dottie Ellett 
29 Nancy Buntyn 
 Gerri Heintz 
31 Joe Davis  
 
 
MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 
 
6 Michael & Tammy Hatchell-–22 
12 Steve & Lisa Smith—33 
15 Craig & Nancy Hess–61 
22 George & Nancy Bollibon—18 
28 Joey & Avis Lindler–29 
29 Brian & Jennifer Rister–13 
 Jerry & Vicky Shealy–-18 



MARCH 2021 CALENDAR 

Pastor Joanna’s Day Off—Thursday       Pastor Hill’s Day Off—Friday 

Due to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, all in-person 

church activities and gatherings are currently suspend-

ed with the exception of our Sunday worship services 

(live stream at 8:30 a.m. and outdoor at 11:00 a.m. on a 

trial basis.) 

 

Currently, we are providing online worship and daily vid-

eo devotions through our Facebook and YouTube pag-

es. Go to our Mt. Horeb website (https://mthoreb.net/), 

scroll to the top or bottom, and you’ll find links - little 

blue boxes - for both Facebook and YouTube. We en-

courage you to visit these sites, subscribe and/or like, 

and invite others to do the same.  

 

Though church office hours are currently suspended, 

each staff member is working from home, and periodi-

cally in the office. Please call, text, or email, and we will 

respond as soon as possible. We have been conducting 

meetings, Bible studies, and classes using Zoom.  



Contact Us 

Mt. Horeb Lutheran  

101 East Boundary St. 

Chapin, SC  29036 

(803) 345-2000 

mthoreb.net 

Ralph G. Hill, Pastor  

pastorhill@mthoreb.net 

 

Joanna C. Gragg,  

Associate Pastor 

pastorjoanna@mthoreb.net 

 

Jenny Leininger, Admin Asst 

jenny@mthoreb.net 

 

Camille Joseph,  Receptionist  

frontdesk@mthoreb.net 

Upcoming LCY Events 
 

 

 
 

 
Join Mount Horeb Lutheran Church Youth for our 

new year of meeting via ZOOM!  Every Sunday at 
5:00 p.m., we will meet for a short time of devo-
tion, conversation, and connection with our faith 

family.  If you are in grades 6-12, be on the lookout 
for an email invitation to join.  We will continue to 

think about what God is doing among us, and plan-
ning on a great year together! 
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