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A Message from Pastor Hill 
“A Go-ahead God” 

 
Not only is God with us – Emmanuel, but God also leads 
us through to the next steps of our lives. God goes ahead 
of us--even to the point of death--to roll away those stones 
that are blocking us from life.  
 
As kids we quickly learned that there were two basic types 
of situations we might find ourselves in at any time. There 
were the "me-first!" situations. "Me first" was a screech we 
learned to utter when ice cream was brought out, someone 
was being chosen to sit up front, or it was time to tell a sto-
ry. We screamed "me first" because we wanted the best 
selection or center-stage. 
 
But kids also quickly learn that there are some situations 
where you definitely don't want to be first. These are 
known as "you-go-ahead" situations. "You go ahead" was 
the mantra you used to avoid the last helping of creamed 
spinach or to gradually to work your way backward through 
the lineup to get a shot. We said, "you go ahead" because 
we didn't want to take a risk, look foolish, suffer pain, or 
experience the unknown.  
 
On Easter morning, we experience and feel joy, wonder, 
triumph, exaltation. The women enter the opened tomb ex-
pecting to find the dead body of their teacher Jesus. In-
stead, they find an angelic messenger who reveals to 
them, "He has been raised; he is not here." Hallelujah, 
Christ is Risen! 
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But if we are really honest about the feeling this empty tomb brings, 
we had better include feelings of relief, of safety and of tremendous 
reassurance. The good news of Easter morning is that we are a peo-
ple who have looked around at the sinfulness and shortcomings in 
our own lives, who have looked ahead to the finality of death and 
judgment, who have then cautiously sidled up to Jesus, poked him in 
the side and said, "You go ahead!" And he did! Jesus willingly "went 
ahead" of us to experience the suffering and death that were really 
supposed to be part of our turn. As we celebrate Easter Day, and 
every Sunday, we exalt in the victory Christ achieved over death, but 
we also feel the safety and security that come from watching some-
one else, God's Son, "go ahead." 
 
We have always had a "go-ahead God." When Moses led the people 
away from Pharaoh and into the wilderness, the Lord went ahead of 
them - as a pillar of fire by night and smoke by day. When the women 
who had witnessed Jesus' death and burial went to anoint his body 
with spices, God went ahead of them to roll away the stone from in 
front of the now empty tomb. 
 
God has been ahead of us every step along the way since our crea-
tion. The Easter moment celebrates the greatest "go-ahead" dare ev-
er taken. Jesus Christ, Emmanuel, willingly "goes ahead" of us into 
the future, beyond suffering and death to new life. 
 
Because God is with us and goes ahead of us into pain and suffering, 
and death, we are able to celebrate God who will also be with us 
wherever life may take us! Just as he was "going ahead" of the disci-
ples into Galilee, the risen Christ will "go ahead" of us during this 
season of pandemic into a new normal. In our worship we pray, 
“Forgive us, renew us, and lead us.” And so we believe that ‘leads us’ 
God will.  
 
Blessings to each of you this Easter from a God who has gone ahead 
(and yet remains with us) through-out our past, present, and YES, 
our future!  
 
Peace and Power+ 
-Pastor Hill 
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A Message from Pastor Joanna 
 

They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples,  
“Sit here while I pray.”-Mark 14:32 

 
In 2017, I had the once in a lifetime opportunity to travel to Israel.  It was 
because of a partnership between Lutheran Theological Southern Semi-
nary and the South Carolina synod of the ELCA, along with a grant.  A 
few of my colleagues from seminary and I got to walk around the Holy 
Land and were led by Dr. Monte Luker (our Old Testament and Hebrew 
professor) as well as Bishop Ginny Aebischer.   
 
Everywhere we stepped, we had moments of wonder.  We literally walked 
in the places where Jesus was born, sat on the steps where Jesus taught 
and quoted scripture, and all the while we would walk on holy ground, sit 
and hear about Jesus and his disciples as well as David and the proph-
ets.  We would also listen to stories about the people who live there in the 
Holy Land in current day.   
 
We even got to walk through the garden of Gethsemane.  Every place we 
went, I appreciated and was wide eyed with wonder.  In the garden I was 
awestruck and saddened at the same time.  I felt a visceral pull when I 
found out that the olive tree in the center of the garden was more than 
one thousand years old.  The tree anchored the reality that I was really 
walking the hillside where Jesus spent his last hours before the crucifix-
ion.  Maybe one of those trees was from the seed of a tree where Jesus 
told the disciples to sit!  It felt as if time both melted away and was too big 
to fathom.  The garden of Gethsemane is where Jesus prayed and knew 
the hour of his suffering and betrayal was at hand, yet it seemed to be a 
place that time could not touch.   
 
Holy week is upon us.  Just as Jesus and the disciples go to Gethsema-
ne, I invite you to walk through the week with an ear and heart to prayer.  
From the prayer at the Sermon on the Plain to the prayer at his last 
hours, Jesus teaches us to pray.  We pray as we hear Jesus praying to 
God Our Father who knows our sufferings, joys, and all of the everything 
that makes us who we are.  Let us now sit, walk, and keep praying to-
ward Holy Week: 
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Go to dark Gethsemane, 

You who feel the tempter's pow'r; 
Your Redeemer's conflict see; 

Watch with Him one bitter hour; 
Turn not from His griefs away; 
Learn of Jesus Christ to pray. 

*Lutheran Service Book, Hymn #436 
 
God is with us, 
Pastor Joanna 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Sunday School for the Easter season!  
Our Learn Team will be coordinating online Sun-
day School for each Sunday in April-May. If you 
are not currently connected, please send them 
your email so you can participate! Peggy Miller 
will send a weekly email to each family with chil-
dren 5th grade age and under 
(pmiller4724@gmail.com). Pastor Hill will continue teaching Confirmation 
by Zoom for students grades 6th-8th (pastorhill@mthoreb.net). Pastor 
Joanna will coordinate a class for youth grades 9-12 
(pastorjoanna@mthoreb.net). Blessings as we continue to navigate this 
time with opportunities for study and faith conversation. Please contact 
one of the pastors if you would like to discuss resources for a small group 
or if you would like some help in starting one.  6Keep these words that I 
am commanding you today in your heart. 7Recite them to your children 
and talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, 
when you lie down and when you rise. -Deuteronomy 6:6-7   
 

Confirmation Class, Sunday’s at 10 am 
Each Sunday morning at 10:00 am, our 6th – 8th grade stu-
dents meet online (Zoom) for Confirmation instruction. We 
are studying Luther’s Small Catechism Testament during the 
2020-2021 school year. All 6th-8th grade students are re-
minded to download the Augsburg Fortress Small Catechism 
App.  



Easter and Weekly Worship and Daily Devo-
tions 
Join us for Worship on Easter Sunday. We will 
have two Outdoor Worship services: 7:30am 
and 11:00am. We will also have an 8:30am Live
-Stream Service. 
 
Our regular Sunday Worship is 8:30 am & 11:00 am. The 8:30 am 
Worship is live-streamed on YouTube and later uploaded to our Face-
book page. Currently, we have suspended in-person gatherings, how-
ever Council will be re-visiting our in-person worship policy at its April 
11th meeting. The 11:00 am Worship is held outdoors, weather permit-
ting. Stay in your vehicle and listen on FM 87.9 or bring a chair and sit 
on the grass. Invite someone to worship! 
 
You are invited each weekday to join Pastor Joanna and Pastor Hill for 
Daily Devotions on our Facebook and YouTube pages. May God’s 
love and peace bless you in the new year!  
 
 
Thank You!  
Your response of financial support to Mt. Horeb is a 
blessing to our ministry! Thank You! Offerings are 
collected at the 11:00 Outdoor Worship. They may 
also be sent in by mail, placed in the drop box near 
the portico, or provided online through PayPal and 
Tithe.ly (look for the red ‘Donate Online’ button). Our individual and 
collective effort is vital to our faithful work together.  

 
Happy 130th Anniversary! 
2021 marks the 130th Anniversary (1891-2021) for Mt. 
Horeb! On October 10, 2021 our Worship Team is plan-
ning a special Homecoming celebration with Worship 
and lunch. Bishop Ginny Aebischer will be our guest 
preacher. Also, in the months leading up to October, we 
will hear a recorded video message from special indi-

viduals affiliated with the life of our congregation. Look for their prem-
ier each 2nd Sunday of the month during the 8:30 am live stream ser-
vice. 
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Office hours are currently suspended 
Each staff member is working from home, and 
periodically in the office. Please call, text, or 
email, and we will respond as soon as possi-

ble. We have been conducting meetings, Bible studies, and classes 
using Zoom.  
 
Updated Contact Information  
As a reminder, please notify the Church Office anytime your tele-
phone number, address or email changes so our annual Church Di-
rectory information will be accurate.  Additionally, you can update 
your email for the weekly e-news through the church website at 
www.mthoreb.net. (Please note this will only subscribe you to the 
weekly e-news and you will still need to notify the Church Office so 
all records can be up-to-date). 
 

 

Join us 
2021 Lent & Easter at Mt Horeb  

(*please check schedule each week for any changes) 
   4/1         Maundy Thursday    12 noon (outdoor)  
                  7pm (livestream) 
   4/2         Good Friday     7pm (livestream) 
   4/4             Easter Sunday       7:30 am (outdoor) 
                  8:30 am (livestream) 
                  11am (outdoor) 
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To our wonderful church family, 
 
We want to thank you for showing your love through cards, food, vis-
its, phone calls, and especially your prayers and encouraging words.  
May God continue to bless you with his love, peace, and joy. 
 
                Carolyn and Henri Bishop Family 
 
Mt. Horeb Friends and Family, 
 
Thank you all so much for your prayers, texts, calls, and cards after 
my recent surgery.  They were all very uplifting and greatly appreciat-
ed.  It is nice to both work and worship at a place with such caring 
members. 
 
                Jenny Leininger 
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Congregational Council Highlights for March 2021 
 

The council met on Sunday, March 14, 2021 via Zoom video conference due to the Covid
-19 pandemic.  The council took action on or discussed the following items: 
 
 + The Council reviewed COVID19 data and discussed whether a return to indoor in- 
  person worship was an option yet.   However, it was decided to continue to offer the 
  current schedule of online streaming worship at 8:30 am and outdoor worship at 11 
  am.  The Council will reconsider the information at the April meeting. 
 
 + The council received reports on the 5 priorities for 2021 as determined in the  
  January council retreat.  They are as follows: 
 
 1. Communication (Support):  Rosemary Frick reported that the Telecare Ministry 
team had finished making calls for the first quarter and met outdoors after the 11 am wor-
ship service on March 14 to discuss feedback from those calls.  The team will plan to 
make calls 2-3 more times during 2021.  Congregation members are encouraged to 
make sure that the church office has updated contact information. 
 
 2. Youth-Integrated Youth Ministry Grades 3-12 with a focus on revising the 
Peace Frogs Ministry (Learn): The Learn Team will be meeting to come up with ideas 
and will incorporate the Youth team as necessary. 
 
 3. Alternative forms of worship (Worship):  The Worship Team will be meeting the 
week of March 14 to begin examining options.  David Williams will be working to re-
organize a praise band.  Please contact David if you are interested in participating. 
 
 4. Technologies, Streaming Worship, Hire support (Worship):   Deena Bishop re-
ported that the team, which was organized during the pandemic to work on online wor-
ship, is working to move this committee to a new permanent team to support all phases 
of technology at Mt. Horeb.  The team will need to find additional help for the sound and 
video board on Sunday mornings especially when we return to indoor in-person worship. 
 
 5. Faith Five (Learn):  The Learn team will be exploring how to further integrate this 
when they have their March meeting. 
 
 + The Serve Team and Youth will be prepping the Community Garden for spring plant-
ing. 
 + The Finance Team reported offerings for February of $36,517 and expenses of 
$44,701 for a net loss of $8,184.  The net loss year-to-date is $9,037.  No determination 
on the PPP loan/grant forgiveness has been received from the Small Business Admin-
istration. 
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  Praying for: 

+Mary Kern 
+Craig Lindler 
+Joe Lassiter 
+Ginny Hatfield 
+Tarzie Johnson 
+Carolyn Bishop  
+Brady Amick  
+Albert Shealy  
+Michael Hatchell  
+Nancy Crogen  
+Nancy DiMascio  
+Charlie Shealy 
 
Praying for friends of our church 
family: 
+ Perry Barton, brother of Bill Barton 
+ Christy Bundrick, daughter-in-law of Gail 

Bundrick 
+ Melissa Smith, sister of Dean Smith 
+ Ronnie Chapman, nephew of Rosemary 

Frick 
+ Kathy Ransom, friend of Robbie De-

Freese 
+ Sadie Gillian, friend of Jennifer Wells 
+ Matthew Coker, great nephew of the 

Shealy family 
+ Marie Fulmer, niece of Loretta Griffin & 

family 
+ Amelia Kinard, sister of Billy Griffin 
+ Sarah Grace Jerkins, great-niece of Anne 

Wessinger 
+ Tom Crooks, brother of Carolyn Bishop 
+ Linda Floyd, friend of John & Cathy 

Rodgers 
+ Sue Carver, friend of Joanne Wessinger 

Hill 
+ Sonny Blocker, brother-in-law of Dan & 

Robbie DeFreese 
+ David Owens, friend of Edward Neeley, 

Fred Garren and Tommy Hill 
+ Tyler Grubbs, friend of Lillie Free 
+ Lorraine Revels, daughter of friend of Jo-

Anne Hill 
+ Marie Syrett, sister-in-law of Mary Kern 
+ Nate Williams, friend of Linda & Gene Ol-

sten 
+ Al Zaback, cousin of Jerry & Vicky Shea-

ly 
+ Sally Thompson, sister-in-law of Susan 

Addy 
+ Diane Nichol, friend of Susan Addy 
+ Keith & Bonnie Maddox, Cindy Rego’s 

parents 
+ Evren Ray, great-niece of Susan Addy 
+ Chris & Eddie Shealy, sons of Gene & 

Ann B. Shealy 
+ Sherri Adams, Paul Rego’s sister 
+ Tommy Ward, friend of Jim Pope 
+ William Eckley, cousin of Vicky Shealy 
+ Payton Dominick, great-nephew of Glen-

da Lindler 
+ Tyler Richardson, son-in-law of Pastor 

Dick & Jeannie Webber 
+  Heidi Smith, Lew’s wife 
+  Todd Buehler, Debbie Hjelseth’s brother 
+  Landon Derrick, Wes Hill’s classmate & 

friend 
+ All those serving in the military 
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If you do not see your birthday or anniver-

sary (or if our info is incorrect), please con-

tact the church office so we can add you to 

our birthday and anniversary lists or correct 

our information. 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
 
1 Lynn Springs  
2 Deena Bishop 
 Shirley Fulmer 
 Ginny Hatfield 
3 Heyward Kleckley 
 Gabe Sansbury 
 Jason Teal 
 Teressa Wessinger 
4 Kay Comalander 
5 Hazel Smith 
6 Tom Yeoman 
7 Sheri Martin 
8 Gabe Wingard 
9 Jeanette Bundrick 
 Shay Rube 
10 Ken Crabtree 
 Karla Fulmer  
 Kyle Shealy 
11 Hope Amick 
12 Carolyn Bishop 
 Vicky Shealy 
13  Susan Addy 
15 Robyn Casey 
17 B Teal 
18 Charlie Schmidt 
19 Dot Kleckley 
20 Cindy Hill 
21 Connie Griffin 
 Rich Hatfield 
 Mary Kern 
23 Mary Johnson  
24 Robert Smith 
26 Sheryl Trexler 
27 John Swieringa 
28 Diana Frick 
29 Wayne Addy 
30 Andrew Luck 
 
 
 
 

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 
 
 3 Fred & Betty Garren--16 
 8 Joey & Deena Bishop—26 
 Craig & Bonnie Lindler--32 
 Leland & Carol Teal--43 
 9 Rod & Rae Davis–-33 
 Bill and JoAnn Dukes–44 
21 Danny & Trina Free--31 
 Don & Jane Ramsey–59 
23 Don & Sheri Martin–16 
26 Jonathan & Heather Adams-7 



APRIL 2021 CALENDAR 

Pastor Joanna’s Day Off—Thursday       Pastor Hill’s Day Off—Friday 

Due to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, all in-person 

church activities and gatherings are currently suspend-

ed with the exception of our Sunday worship services 

(live stream at 8:30 a.m. and outdoor at 11:00 a.m. on a 

trial basis.) 

 

Currently, we are providing online worship and daily vid-

eo devotions through our Facebook and YouTube pag-

es. Go to our Mt. Horeb website (https://mthoreb.net/), 

scroll to the top or bottom, and you’ll find links - little 

blue boxes - for both Facebook and YouTube. We en-

courage you to visit these sites, subscribe and/or like, 

and invite others to do the same.  

 

Though church office hours are currently suspended, 

each staff member is working from home, and periodi-

cally in the office. Please call, text, or email, and we will 

respond as soon as possible. We have been conducting 

meetings, Bible studies, and classes using Zoom.  



Contact Us 

Mt. Horeb Lutheran  

101 East Boundary St. 

Chapin, SC  29036 

(803) 345-2000 

mthoreb.net 

Ralph G. Hill, Pastor  

pastorhill@mthoreb.net 

 

Joanna C. Gragg,  

Associate Pastor 

pastorjoanna@mthoreb.net 

 

Jenny Leininger, Admin Asst 

jenny@mthoreb.net 

 

Camille Joseph,  Receptionist  

frontdesk@mthoreb.net 

Upcoming LCY Events 
 

 

 
 

 
Join Mount Horeb Lutheran Church Youth for our 

new year of meeting via ZOOM!  Every Sunday at 
5:00 p.m., we will meet for a short time of devo-
tion, conversation, and connection with our faith 

family.  If you are in grades 6-12, be on the lookout 
for an email invitation to join.  We will continue to 

think about what God is doing among us, and plan-
ning on a great year together! 

 
 

MHLC 

101 E. Boundary St. 

Chapin, SC  29036 

Experiencing and Sharing God’s Presence 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

CHAPIN SC 

PERMIT NO. 9 

 


