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A Message from Pastor Hill 
 

Paul wrote in his letter to the Philippians: 
 

Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe 
those who live according to the example you have in us. 

For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; I have of-
ten told you of them, and now I tell you even with tears. 
Their end is destruction; their god is the belly; and their 

glory is in their shame; their minds are set on earthly 
things. But our citizenship is in heaven  

(Philippians 3:17-20) 
 
Imitation is how we learn to be human at every level. We 
learn to speak by imitating our parents. We learn to walk 
by watching others. Later in life we create our own 
“unique” identity by imitating our teenage friends in high 
school and following our particular clique in college or at 
work.  
 
Many of the things we conform to are innocent, such as a 
Southern drawl or the way one holds a fork. But others 
have lasting ramifications. Our work ethic, our attitude to-
ward spouse and kids, and even our church attendance 
are things we pick up from others - not to mention bad 
habits or a heart of discontent and cruelty. We are what we 
imitate. Each of us is a mosaic of influences resembling 
many people in our past and present. We conform to the 
image of others, and others, right now, are conforming to 
us. 
 
What Paul is telling the Philippians, and us, is this: “You’re 
going to copy. You’re going to mimic someone’s steps and 
mirror someone’s movements when it comes to learning 
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this Christian life. That’s how we roll as human beings. So if you’re 
going to imitate somebody, go ahead and imitate me. Follow me as I 
follow Jesus.” 
 
… And more, Paul tells us that whenever we see people upholding 
the confession of the gospel he has handed down and exhibiting the 
Christ-focused, cross-loving style of faith and life that he has mod-
eled among the early church, we should keep our eyes locked on that 
person. Why? So that like a child absorbing every move from his or 
her mom, we might learn how to live from that model. Imitation is key 
to the Christian life. 
 
All of this begs a few questions. First, who are you imitating? From 
whom are you learning what it means to live as a follower of Jesus in 
this world? Second, Who is imitating you? Who in your life knows that 
you’re a Christian and, thereby, whose understanding of Christianity 
is influenced by your words, your actions and your attitude? Who is 
learning from you? That’s a scary one to wrestle with, isn’t it? 
 
At we continue to be individuals and a congregation participating in 
Christ’s ministry through “Worship-Learn-Witness-Serve-Support,” 
the “DNA” of discipleship - imitating Christ – is at the heart of our liv-
ing a life of faith.  
 
Thank YOU for your being a partner in the Gospel as we witness 
(especially during a pandemic!) through lives of service and light! 
 
Peace+ 
-Pastor Hill 
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A Message from Pastor Joanna 
 
During the Spring and Summer (and in South Carolina, often in the 
Fall and Winter as well), vegetation is growing all around us.  Each 
plant has its own special way of reaching for the sun and searching 
for the water that it needs to nourish itself.  The life cycle of a plant 
can be traced back to the tiny seed it once was and the tiny seeds 
that it works to produce.  If you are a gardener or an appreciator of 
such, the glory of it all is in knowing the phases of growth and know-
ing each sprout and leaf that is planted.   
 

Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and 
dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.  -

John 12:24 
 
Here in this verse from John’s gospel, Jesus is not giving gardening 
advice, rather he is teaching and foretelling of what is about to hap-
pen at and around the cross.  He had just entered Jerusalem and 
was welcomed as royalty, on a donkey and with festival shouts.  Je-
sus knows the seed of the gospel he has planted in his ministry, and 
he knows that the full glorification of it will come because of his 
death.  Jesus knows he is the Resurrection, the Good Shepherd, the 
Vine and the Gate.  Here, Jesus is using this metaphor to teach 
about his suffering, death, and resurrection.  Jesus is saying he is 
the seed and it is time to do the planting.  The Life of Christ is plant-
ed in death to give eternal life to all.  The life that comes from Jesus 
is for the garden that is the whole creation.   
 
Thanks be to God that this is the messiah we follow, one who teach-
es through active mercy and service for the sake of others.  Seeds 
are then like you and me, and we are called to service too.  We are 
disciples who are known, loved, and grown in bunches to live in the 
glory of God’s garden.  I invite you to go outside, look at pictures or 
water your houseplants and give thanks for the abundance that God 
gives us every day.  Where are the tiny seeds of faith, love, hope, 
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and joy in your day and week?  How do they point to the mercy of 
God and your Christ shaped heart? 
 
Be sure to stop by our community garden before or after worship to 
see the good work growing in the garden boxes because of our 
Mount Horeb Serve Ministry team (and because of God’s all-
encompassing Glory!) 
 
None of us are a single grain, for we come from Christ who gave us 
the bunches and bunches of sprouting and life-giving things all 
around us!  Thanks be to God for each other and for tiny seeds that 
give new life all year round.  
 
+Peace, 
Pastor Joanna 
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Confirmation Class, Sunday’s at 10 am 
Each Sunday morning at 10:00 am, our 6th – 8th grade stu-
dents meet online (Zoom) for Confirmation instruction. We are 
studying Luther’s Small Catechism Testament during the 2020-
2021 school year.  

 
Thank You!  
Thank You! Your response of financial support to Mt. Ho-
reb is a blessing to our ministry! Thank You! Offerings are 
collected at the 11:00 Outdoor Worship. They may also be 
sent in by mail, placed in the drop box near the portico, or 
provided online through PayPal and Tithe.ly (look for the 
red ‘Donate Online’ button). Our individual and collective effort is vital to 
our faithful work together.  
Just as you excel in everything-- in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in com-
plete earnestness and in your love for us-- see that you also excel in this 

grace of giving.  2 Corinthians 8:7 
 
Happy 130th Anniversary! 
2021 marks the 130th Anniversary (1891-2021) for Mt. Ho-
reb! On October 10, 2021 our Worship Team is planning a 
special Homecoming celebration with Worship and lunch. 
Bishop Ginny Aebischer will be our guest preacher. Also, in 

the months leading up to October, we will hear a recorded video message 
from special individuals affiliated with the life of our congregation. Look 
for their premier each 2nd Sunday of the month during the 8:30 am ser-
vice. 
 
First Communion Instruction held May 16 at 
5:00 pm (on the lawn following the Spring 
Fling).  
Children (and parents/families) in the Second grade 
and older are invited to participate First Communion Instruction. This will 
be a one-session class with a take-home project. Each student will have 
their first opportunity to receive the sacrament of Holy Communion with 
their family on Pentecost Sunday, May 23rd at the 8:30 am (indoor) and 
11:00 am (outdoor) worship services. Contact Pastor Hill to let him know 
you can attend (803-331-7331), if you have a question, or if you can’t at-
tend during that time. 
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In-person Worship to begin May 2 for the 8:30 
am Service 
During the months of May and June, the 8:30 am 
Worship will be open for in-person worship (masks 
and social distancing required). This service will still be live-streamed and 
Holy Communion will be celebrated. 
The 11:00 am Outdoor Worship will remain the same. Also, the Fellow-
ship Hall will be available for small groups of ten or less, providing masks 
and social distancing are observed. Sunday School rooms are not yet 
available. Please schedule your group through the church office. 

 
Office Hours 
Beginning May 3rd, the office will begin abbreviated 
hours from 9:00 am to 12 noon. Masks are required. 

Thank you for your prayers, patience and support! 
 
Centering Prayer Course 
Would you like to deepen your prayer life by learning 
about an ancient spiritual discipline called Centering 
Prayer? 
 
If so, retired Bishop Herman Yoos will be teaching a course at Mt. Horeb 
starting Tuesday, May 11th at 6:30pm in the Fellowship Hall. It is a 6 
week study that includes weekly reading assignments of Scripture and 
the book Centering Prayer and Inner Awakening by Cynthia Bourgeault. It 
also includes practicing intentional periods of silence.  Each class lasts 
one hour and there is room for 10 participants who will be wearing masks 
and practicing social distancing.   
 
The cost is $100 payable to the SC Synod and will go towards the ongo-
ing building costs of Cristo Rey for our Latino brothers and sisters. Schol-
arships are available by request and no one will be turned away because 
of cost. You may sign up by sending an email to Pastor Yoos at 
hryoos52@gmail.com on or before May 10th.   



Spring Fling Get Together 
We hope you have saved the date … May 16 
(rain date May 23) to attend our Spring Fling Get 
Together!  Plans include a corn hole tournament 
for any age or skill which John Rodgers is organ-
izing.  He will be there to teach and help, and 
there will be prizes!! Also, card tables will be set 
up for checkers and a variety of card games for any to enjoy.  Finally, 
for smaller children ring toss games will be available.  You can also just 
sit and talk and watch the fun! 
 
Upon arrival come to the ice cream table where you can pick up a bowl 
of ice cream to which various toppings can be added.  Bottled water will 
also be available. 
 
Bring your chair to the outdoor worship area and join in the fun from 
3:00 to 5:00 on Sunday, May 16.  We are looking forward to this time of 
fellowship and bringing our church family together! 
 
Parking: One row will be available at the worship area for those who 
need to be close to the activities.  All others please feel free to park in 
either parking lot. 
 
Covid:  CDC guidelines will be followed (masks, spacing).  Please be 
respectful of others and let's all stay safe while we enjoy this time to-
gether.  

 
Altar Flowers 
With in-person worship resuming on May 2nd, we will 
again be having altar flowers for the indoor services. If you 
would like to sign up for a date, please email Jenny Lein-
inger at jenny@mthoreb.net or call the church office and 
leave a message. Someone will contact you to confirm 
your date requested is available. After May 2nd, the altar 

flower chart will be posted outside of the Narthex and you can sign up 
there or by calling or emailing. Thanks for your assistance in this minis-
try area!  
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Funeral Ushers Needed 
Mt. Horeb Lutheran Church is need of funeral ushers. If you can serve 
in the capacity, please contact our Lead Usher, Rod Davis, at (803) 
260-1219 or rodvs08@gmail.com.  
 

MHLC Praise Band 
The MHLC Church Council and Worship Teams 
are working on getting a praise band going again 
for the church, and we need your help! 
 
We are welcome to anyone who is interested in 
sharing their musical talents!  Special note: you 
don't have to play an instrument to be part of the praise band!  We will 
definitely be in need of people who can sing as well!  
 
If you would like to be a part of this, or have any questions, please con-
tact David Williams at nthngalone@gmail.com or on his cell phone at 
(843) 601-1458. 
 
Thank You from the Global Missions Team 
Due to your generous donations, $2,828.00 was raised during our Safe 
Water campaign.  If you missed donating and would still like to partici-
pate, it is not too late.  You can either place your donation in the offer-
ing and mark it as “Safe Water”, drop it by the Church Office (masks re-
quired), or mail it to the church.  Thank you again for your participation 
and generosity!  
 
Mosquito Nets 
The Global Mission Team’s next project is the annu-
al Mosquito Net fundraiser.  For a donation of $10, a 
mosquito net can be provided that could prevent 
malaria or other diseases.  Donations will be collect-
ed on worship services on both May 9th and 16th. 

 
Pentecost Sunday 
Pentecost is Sunday, May 23rd.  In recognition of this day, 
please wear red to worship.  We look forward to seeing you 
and worshipping with you! 
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Well, It’s About Time… 

Dr. Bob Hawkins 

 It happens to all of us on occasion – without checking Caller-ID we 
answer the phone.  With a sinking feeling we discover that “The Voice” 
is again on the line and onto our back: the acquaintance who drones 
and dithers endlessly about not much at all, who has nary a clue about 
the give and take of friendly conversation nor the gracious considera-
tion that you might have other obligations beyond being the target of 
mind-numbing chatter.  You motion for your spouse to go ring the 
doorbell.  That not working, you then ask your daughter to go poke her 
baby brother in the ribs.  The baby’s crying just might release you from 
this bondage.  Rather than willingly “spending” time in “mutual conver-
sation and consolation of brothers and sisters” (as Luther remarked in 
the 1537 Smalcald Articles, III, #4) your time has been mercilessly 
killed by another. 

 The killing of time is a scandalous waste of living for people of faith.  
Time is God’s gift to us, the rhythmic drive of our lives, the shared en-
vironment inhabited by friends and family, neighbors and strangers 
alike, the context of our belief and participation in life with God.  God 
accomplishes wondrous things through this gift of time.  It is the con-
text for St. Paul’s preaching to the folks in Athens: 

24 The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of 
heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human 

hands, 25 nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed any-
thing, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all 

things. 26 From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole 
earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries 
of the places where they would live, 27 so that they would search for 

God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not 
far from each one of us. 28 For ‘In him we live and move and have our 

being’… [Acts 17:24-28]. 

The passage is also quoted in an early Bach cantata, God’s Time Is 
Always Best.  God’s gracious desire is that we live, move, and be-
come who God calls us to be, not wasting a nanosecond of life’s un-
folding.  God’s “best time” is the context for our longing and puzzled 
groping for the One who remains beyond our understanding.  Yes, 
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God even gives us the needed space to wonder, search, and doubt!  
However, the Acts passage also reminds us, “…indeed [God] is not far 
from each one of us.”  

 And so Christians strive to make the best use of God’s time by 
learning the stories of God (Holy Scripture), the stories of faith (the 
joys and struggles of disciples throughout the ages), and our own sal-
vation history (the still-unfolding experiences and memories of God-
with-[each of]-Us).  Such a curiosity is instilled by God who created us 
in the first place. Author and lay-theologian Dorothy L. Sayers once 
wrote that the unique aspect of being created “in the image and like-
ness of God” is to be created “creative” beings, folks whose lives are 
turned outwards to learn, to delight in, and to care for this good crea-
tion. That is the goal of living in holy relationship with one and all. 

 It takes time, a lot of best time, to integrate the stories of God and 
faith into our own lives.  We help infants discover their place in the lov-
ing circle of their immediate family by telling them over and over sto-
ries about family and friends, demonstrating to them our love, helping 
them to understand their boundaries, and teaching them to play well 
with others.  That means we must be able to play well with others our-
selves! 

 The church sets apart a large portion of its best time each year to 
focus on the many-faceted reality of Easter.  These fifty days 
[sometimes called the “Week of Weeks”] conclude with the vivifying 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost.  It is time dedicated to 
wrestling with the profound implications of Jesus’ resurrection for us 
all.  Jesus confounds worldly wisdom by his empty tomb [Easter I].  
Jesus provides for each of us in our doubts to trust God’s abiding 
presence [Easter II].  Jesus hallows our meals and fellowship by that 
presence [Easter III].  Jesus shepherds us safely into flocks of faithful 
people, reminding us, too, that his flocks are far more diverse than we 
might imagine [Easter IV].  Jesus assures us that we will remain in 
close relationship with him just as branches are to a vine’s rootstock 
[Easter V].  Our friend Jesus also reveals what the oneness of fellow-
ship means today and always [Easter VI & VII].  The Holy Spirit then 
sets to work to make these good things our reality [Pentecost].  That’s 
a lot of Good News to take in and to share with others.  That’s why we 
dare not kill the time we have.  That’s certainly why God’s gift of time 
is absolutely the best. 
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I want to thank the Mt. Horeb Church family and our pastors for their 
support given to Nancy during her long illness.  Your cards, calls and 
prayers were a comfort to her.  Nancy kept a positive attitude and I 
know that is what she would tell all of you to do. 
 
                God bless our church family, 
                John DiMascio 
 
Dear Mt. Horeb Church family and friends, 
 
Thank you for the cards, prayers and well wishes during my recovery 
from rotator cuff surgery.  Your support is uplifting and greatly appre-
ciated! 
 
                Jim Pope 
 
Dear Mt. Horeb friends, 
 
Thank you so much for all of your expressions of sympathy during 
our loss of Dick’s mom, Elsie Feltner.  She loved being a member of 
Mt. Horeb and always enjoyed taking part in worship and other activi-
ties that brought her close to all of you!  We give thanks to Pastor Hill 
and Pastor Joanna for their many acts of kindness and care for mom 
and for us.  Thank you also for the funeral meal that was provided, 
for the cards and contacts that you made, and thank you also to Dr. 
Bob Hawkins for prerecording the music for her funeral.  Your kind-
ness meant more than words can express. 
 
               God’s peace, 
               Pastor Dick and Jeannie Webber 
               & family 
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Congregational Council Highlights for April 2021 
 

The council met on Sunday, April 11, 2021 via Zoom video conference due to the Covid-
19 pandemic.  The council took action on or discussed the following items: 
 
• The Council reviewed COVID19 data and determined that it supports a return to in-

door worship.   The council voted to resume indoor worship beginning May 2 with the 
8:30 am service to be held indoors and live streamed and the 11 am service will con-
tinue to be outside through June.  However, if weather does not permit the service to 
outdoors, then it will be moved indoors.  All indoor guidelines must be followed.  The 
approved motion also included allowing small groups of 10 or less and hosted by a 
church member to meet in the Fellowship Hall.  The meeting must be less than 1 hour 
in length.  All meetings must be held in the Fellowship Hall and there must be a reser-
vation made with the church office for such meetings. 

• Council also received a letter from the Preschool Director summarizing the last Pre-
school Team meeting.  At this meeting,  it was decided that the Preschool cannot reo-
pen in the Fall due to not being able to meet CDC requirements for re-opening.  

• The council approved Jen Wells to fill the vacant council seat. 
• The Worship Team continues to plan for Mother’s Day recognition and the 130 year 

anniversary of Mt. Horeb to be celebrated in October. 
• The Fellowship Team is planning a Spring Fling Get Together on Sunday afternoon, 

May 16 from 3 to 5 pm.   
• The Serve Team reported Safe Water Sunday contributions received total $2,228. 
• The Finance Team reported offerings and other income for March of $47,631 and ex-

penses of $39,431 for a net income of $8,200.  The net loss year-to-date is $837.  The 
PPP loan/grant has been forgiven.  
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  Praying for: 

 
+Shirley Fulmer 
+Aubrey Metts 
+Patsy Comalander 
+Jim Pope 
+John DiMascio 
+Mary Kern 
+Joe Lassiter 
+Ginny Hatfield 
+Tarzie Johnston  
+Carolyn Bishop  
+Brady Amick  
+Albert Shealy  
+Michael Hatchell  
+Nancy Crogen  
+Charlie Shealy 
+Walter Hutchens and family on his baptism 
+The family of Nancy DiMascio on her 
death 
 
 
Praying for friends of our church 
family: 
+ Perry Barton, brother of Bill Barton 
+ Christy Bundrick, daughter-in-law of Gail 

Bundrick 
+ Melissa Smith, sister of Dean Smith 
+ Ronnie Chapman, nephew of Rosemary 

Frick 
+ Kathy Ransom, friend of Robbie De-

Freese 
+ Sadie Gillian, friend of Jennifer Wells 
+ Matthew Coker, great nephew of the 

Shealy family 
+ Marie Fulmer, niece of Loretta Griffin & 

family 
+ Amelia Kinard, sister of Billy Griffin 
+ Sarah Grace Jerkins, great-niece of Anne 

Wessinger 
+ Tom Crooks, brother of Carolyn Bishop 
+ Linda Floyd, friend of John & Cathy 

Rodgers 
+ Sue Carver, friend of Joanne Wessinger 

Hill 
+ Sonny Blocker, brother-in-law of Dan & 

Robbie DeFreese 
+ David Owens, friend of Edward Neeley, 

Fred Garren and Tommy Hill 
+ Tyler Grubbs, friend of Lillie Free 
+ Lorraine Revels, daughter of friend of Jo-

Anne Hill 
+ Marie Syrett, sister-in-law of Mary Kern 
+ Nate Williams, friend of Linda & Gene Ol-

sten 
+ Al Zaback, cousin of Jerry & Vicky Shea-

ly 
+ Sally Thompson, sister-in-law of Susan 

Addy 
+ Diane Nichol, friend of Susan Addy 
+ Keith & Bonnie Maddox, Cindy Rego’s 

parents 
+ Evren Ray, great-niece of Susan Addy 
+ Chris & Eddie Shealy, sons of Gene & 

Ann B. Shealy 
+ Sherri Adams, Paul Rego’s sister 
+ Tommy Ward, friend of Jim Pope 
+ William Eckley, cousin of Vicky Shealy 
+ Payton Dominick, great-nephew of Glen-

da Lindler 
+ Tyler Richardson, son-in-law of Pastor 

Dick & Jeannie Webber 
+  Heidi Smith, Lew’s wife 
+  Todd Buehler, Debbie Hjelseth’s brother 
+  Landon Derrick, Wes Hill’s classmate & 

friend 
+ All those serving in the military 
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If you do not see your birthday or anniver-

sary (or if our info is incorrect), please con-

tact the church office so we can add you to 

our birthday and anniversary lists or correct 

our information. 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 
 
 2 Christine Wallace LaCount 
 3 Millie Courtney 
 Annie Wessinger 
 4 Beth Ellis 
 5 Russ Burleson  
 6 Todd Soderlund 
 7 Harrison Wessinger 
 9 Trina Free 
 Jeanie Frick 
 Anne Wessinger 
10 Katie Wessinger 
13 Keri Morgan 
 Mary Morgan 
14 Nancy Hess 
 Adam Neeley 
15 Bonnie Lindler 
19 Diane Yeoman 
21 Brandon Teal 
22 Jeff LaCount 
23 Macie Goodman 
 Megan Wessinger 
24 Jenny Leininger 
25 Peggy Moates 
    Nick Shealy 
26 Charlie Shealy 
27 Lisa Smith 
 Kenneth Wessinger 
29 Abbie Derrick 
 "Sonny" Shealy 

MAY ANNIVERSARIES 
 
 1 Miller & Carol Lindler–56 
 2  Barry & Maria McCall–29 
 3 Hal & Ann Hutchens–40 
 4 Greg & Kim Shealy–30 
14 Kim & Susan Boland–-38 
 Russ & Wanda Burleson–52 
16 Woody & Sheryl Trexler–50     
18 Rocky & Sherri Derrick–-29 
23 Dave & Shay Rube - 40 
29 Brian & Janna Hollis–-22 



MAY 2021 CALENDAR 

Pastor Joanna’s Day Off—Thursday       Pastor Hill’s Day Off—Friday 

 

Sun, May 2 8:30  In-person & livestream 
(White)     w/ Holy Communion 
 10:00 Confirmation via Zoom 
 11:00 Outdoor w/ Holy  
     Communion 
 

Sun, May 9 8:30  In-person & livestream 
(White)     w/ Holy Communion 
 10:00 Confirmation via Zoom 
 11:00 Outdoor w/ Holy  
     Communion 
 5:00 Youth via Zoom 

Sun, May 16 8:30  In-person & livestream 
(White)     w/ Holy Communion 
 10:00 Confirmation via Zoom 
 11:00 Outdoor w/ Holy  
     Communion 
 3:00 Spring Fling Get Together 
 5:00 First Communion Class 
     Outdoors after Spring   

    Fling 
 7:00 Council Mtg via Zoom 
Thu, May 20 6:00 Global Missions via Zoom 
  

Sun, May 23 8:30  In-person & livestream 
(Red)     w/ Holy Communion 
     Rite of First Communion 
 10:00 Confirmation via Zoom 
 11:00 Outdoor w/ Holy  
     Communion 
     Rite of First Communion 
 3:00 Spring Fling Get Together 
     (RAIN DATE) 
 5:00 Youth via Zoom 
Sun, May 30 8:30  In-person & livestream 
(White)     w/ Holy Communion 
 10:00 Confirmation via Zoom 
 11:00 Outdoor w/ Holy  
     Communion 
 
 



Contact Us 

Mt. Horeb Lutheran  

101 East Boundary St. 

Chapin, SC  29036 

(803) 345-2000 

mthoreb.net 

Ralph G. Hill, Pastor  

pastorhill@mthoreb.net 

 

Joanna C. Gragg,  

Associate Pastor 

pastorjoanna@mthoreb.net 

 

Jenny Leininger, Admin Asst 

jenny@mthoreb.net 

 

Camille Joseph,  Receptionist  

frontdesk@mthoreb.net 

Upcoming LCY Events 
 

 

 
 

 
Join Mount Horeb Lutheran Church Youth for our 
meetings via ZOOM!  We will meet Sunday, May 

9th and 23rd at 5:00 p.m., we will meet for a short 
time of devotion, conversation, and connection 

with our faith family.  If you are in grades 6-12, be 
on the lookout for an email invitation to join.  We 

will continue to think about what God is doing 
among us, and planning on a great year together! 
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