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A Message from Pastor Hill 
 

Our Council met last month for its monthly meeting. We 
had devotions and prayer. We shared ministry updates 
from each of our fifteen Ministry Teams. We shared a min-
istry support and spending update that reflected how offer-
ings have essentially kept up with expenses through the 
first six months of the year, though both are below budget 
levels. So many of our members have continued to be 
faithful in their support, even as they have faced many 
struggles over the past year. Overall, we are in a strong fi-
nancial position, especially considering the pandemic. We 
had conversation after hearing from our worship transition 
task force and voted to return to indoor worship in July. We 
spoke about the upcoming Synod Assembly at the end of 
June. We rejoiced because we, as a Council, met in per-
son for the first time in a year, and we realize the im-
portance of face-to-face interaction! 
 
After our Council meeting concluded, we began a 90 mi-
nute ‘mini-retreat’ to give intentional attention to reflection 
and visioning. This occurred in three segments. One: we 
spent time thinking through our 130-year life as a congre-
gation and how ministry has been experienced, both as a 
faith community and as individual members. We shared 
conversation in small groups regarding times of spiritual 
depth and meaning. As we lifted vibrant moments and 
memories, we recognized some of the loss due to cultural 
and ministry shifts, and of special faithful individuals.  
 
Two: we spent time reflecting on life stages (churches, 
businesses, people) in the form of a bell curve: birth/
launch, momentum growth, strategic growth, sustained 
health, maintenance, preservation, life support. We asked 
two main questions: 1-Where do you think Mt. Horeb is on 
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this curve? and 2-Where would you like Mt. Horeb to be? Though there 
were various answers for the first, all wanted to be in a place where the fo-
cus is on strategic growth.  
 
Three: we spent time considering the future of Chapin and Mt. Horeb. 
Knowing God is at work in the world and that we are called, empowered, 
and sent to do God’s work (ministry), we asked the “How might we be faith-
ful in following God’s lead? question for each of our Core areas of ministry 
(Worship, Learn, Witness, Serve, Support).  
 
Now, this is a lot of conversation for 90 minutes! Yet, to take time to listen to 
each other and to God was enlightening and hope-producing. God not only 
promises to be present as we gather in faith, but God also promises to 
lead.  
 
As we continue in the season of Pentecost, we are reminded of our call to 
ministry in every season. Recently, one of the lessons in worship was 2 Co-
rinthians 6:1-13. Paul and his fellow workers had been experiencing great 
hardships and even rejection while carrying out their missionary work. Paul 
wrote:  
 
“1As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace 
of God in vain. 2For he says, ‘At an acceptable time I have listened to you, 
and on a day of salvation I have helped you.’ See, now is the acceptable 
time … as servants of God we have commended ourselves in every way: 
through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, 5beatings, 
imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; 6by purity, 
knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, 7truthful 
speech, and the power of God … 13In return—I speak as to children—
open wide your hearts also.”  
 
I am grateful for this Council’s efforts, and for each of you, as we open our 
heart to God anew and embody Christ together.  
 
May the Peace of Christ + continue to fill you anew! 
 
-Pastor Hill 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

A Message from Pastor Joanna 
 
Prayers.  Prayers are given in many ways and because of many reasons.  
We say things like, “I send you my prayers”, or “your prayers are need-
ed”, “You are in my prayers”.  The list is endless in how we use the word 
prayer.  
  
Now think about the ways we feel when we are asking for or sharing a 
prayer with someone.  We can feel hopeful, sorrowful, joyful, burdened, 
and sometimes we feel overwhelmed by a sense of wanting to mend peo-
ple’s hurts or a desire to make what they need a reality.  That feeling is 
the Holy Spirit at work among us, for God is with us and knows our joys 
and sorrows.  As we are God’s ambassadors in the world, we feel con-
nected with God any time we hear the call to pray.   
 
I say all of these things as I am thankful for the work of our assembled 
council during our retreat last month.  Pastor Hill led us through a holy 
and truth-filled conversation about who we are as a church and what we 
desire for the future of our faith family.   
 
There were comments in conversation about just wanting to gather more 
often, wanting to get to know one another better, a desire to stay Christ 
centered and connected.   
 
Conversations, especially when spoken in truth and love, are prayers.  
We are walking and talking prayers, in every conversation, with its shared 
joy, sorrow, burden, and hope.  I am thankful for the people who enliven 
this place of worship and for the ways that we will be growing as we look 
to the future.  Thanks be to God that we are slowly but surely getting 
back together.  Go and be a prayer today. 
 
Peace and Joy is with us through Christ, 
Pastor Joanna 
 
 
 



4 

Summer Sunday School Pastors’ Class, Through August 8: 
Pastor Hill and Pastor Joanna are leading a Summer Sunday School 
class called “Two Pastors. Ten Books. Ten Weeks.” The class is held 
via Zoom at 10:00 am on Sundays, through August 8th. Each class will 
last 30 minutes and one of the pastors will introduce a book from their 
bookshelves that you might be interested in reading. After about twenty 
minutes of overview and insights, there will be time for Q&A. To join, 
click on the Zoom link that can be found at www.mthoreb.net or on 
MHLC’s Facebook page.  You can also join by entering Meeting ID: 
858 7813 9140 and Passcode: 279342.  Blessings on your summer!  
 
Agape Circle Service Project for 
Lutheran Hospice 
The Agape Circle is collecting needed 
items for Lutheran Hospice during the 
month of July.  The congregation is invited 
to participate in this project.  A container will be available in the Nar-
thex beginning July 4th for your donations.  Just bring your items to 
church on any Sunday in July and members of the Agape Circle will 
deliver them to Lutheran Hospice at the end of the collection peri-
od.  Needed items include the following: 
 

 Lotions and soaps (for sensitive skin) 
 Gently used magazines 

 Extra fabric and supplies for volunteer sewing projects 
 Stuffing for memorial bears and pillows 

 Soft blankets and quilts 
 Stuffed animals 

 Baby dolls 
 Snuggly socks or slippers 

 Hair bands, hair ties, fun hair accessories 
 

E-news 
If you haven’t already signed up for our weekly e-news, 
you can go to www.mthoreb.net to do so.  Click on the 
red box titled “Newsletter Sign-up”, enter your information 
and stay “in the know” on the latest MHLC news! 
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Thank You!  
Thank You! Your response of financial support to Mt. Ho-
reb is a blessing to our ministry! Thank You! Offerings are 
collected at both services. They may also be sent in by 
mail, placed in the drop box near the portico, or provided 
online through PayPal and Tithe.ly (look for the red 
‘Donate Online’ button). Our individual and collective ef-

fort is vital to our faithful work together.  
 

Just as you excel in everything-- in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in 
complete earnestness and in your love for us-- see that you also excel in 

this grace of giving.  2 Corinthians 8:7 
 

Happy 130th Anniversary! 
2021 marks the 130th Anniversary (1891-2021) for Mt. 
Horeb! On October 10, 2021 our Worship Team is plan-
ning a special Homecoming celebration with Worship and 
lunch. Bishop Ginny Aebischer will be our guest preacher. 
Also, in the months leading up to October, we will hear a 
recorded video message from special individuals affiliated 
with the life of our congregation. Look for their premier each 2nd Sunday 
of the month during the 8:30 am service. 
 
Office Hours 
The office began abbreviated hours from 9:00 am 
to 12 noon. Masks are required if you are not fully 
vaccinated.  Also, please practice safe distancing. 

Thank you for your prayers, patience and support! 
 
Funeral Ushers Needed 
Mt. Horeb Lutheran Church is in need of funeral ushers. 
If you can serve in this capacity, please contact our Lead 
Usher, Rod Davis, at (803) 260-1219 or 
rodvs08@gmail.com.  
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The Think and Do Bible Study is back, beginning 
Monday, July 12 at 10:00 am and 6:30 pm.  We will 
meet in the Fellowship Hall to give ourselves a little 
more room. Our first study is on “doubt” and the name 
of the book is When Faith Fails, by Dominic Done. 
 

The books will be ordered and you can pick up at our first gathering.  You 
will not need to read before the first meeting.  The price of the book will be 
around $10.00. 
We have been apart for too long and I have missed our time together.  I 
know much has happened in our lives and I hope this group can pick up 
where we left off, in being a strong community of faithful friends who are 
there for others. 
 
If you have not tried the Think and Do Bible Study maybe this is the right 
opportunity for you at this time. All are invited and it is fine to invite a friend 
or two! Save the date of July 12 and the time of 10:00 or 6:30, bring your 
Bible, and be ready to grow in faith.  Can't wait to be together! 
 
MHLC Covid Update 
The council met on Sunday, June 13, 2021 in the Fellowship Hall.  The 
council took action on or discussed the following items: 
 + The Council reviewed updated COVID19 recommendations from the  
  CDC and approved the following motions:  
-Starting July 4, 2021, we will return to indoor worship services for 
8:30 am and 11:00 am with signage for social distancing removed 
from the sanctuary.  During worship services, the Fellowship Hall will 
remain as a mask only zone for those who prefer to worship only 
around other masked worshippers.  Other areas of the facility are 
available for use and we recommend that small rooms be limited to 6 
or fewer people, double rooms be limited to 12 or fewer people and 
the Fellowship Hall be limited to 40 or fewer people.    By Rally Day 
(date still to be determined but late August to early September), we 
will be back to full utilization of our facility.    
-For all children 11 or under masks are optional at their parent’s dis-
cretion. 
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Dear Mt Horeb friends, 
 
Thank you for all of the cards, greetings and prayers as I recuperate in 
Winston-Salem. It means so much to be remembered by my church 
family while I am far from home. Thank you for all the good wishes. 
 
In Christ, 
JoAnne Ritchie   
 
 
To our Mt Horeb Church family, 
 
Our heartfelt thanks for the many prayers, calls, e-mails, texts, cards 
and notes. Your concern and love help to strengthen our daily goals. 
           
Blessings, 
Ginny & Rich Hatfield 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Joanne Ritchie (Temporary Address) 
Trinity Elms Health and Rehab 

7449 Fair Oaks Drive 
Room #110 

Clemmons, North Carolina  27012 



8 

Congregational Council Highlights for June 2021 

 
The council met on Sunday, June 13, 2021 in the Fellowship Hall.  The council took ac-
tion on or discussed the following items: 

 + The Council reviewed updated COVID19 recommendations from the CDC and  
  approved the following motions:  

1. Starting July 4, 2021, we will return to indoor worship services for 
8:30 am and 11:00 am with signage for social distancing removed 
from the sanctuary.  During worship services, the Fellowship Hall 
will remain as a mask only zone for those who prefer to worship 
only around other masked worshippers.  Other areas of the facility 
are available for use and we recommend that small rooms be lim-
ited to 6 or fewer people, double rooms be limited to 12 or fewer 
people and the Fellowship Hall be limited to 40 or fewer people.    
By Rally Day (date still to be determined but late August to early 
September), we will be back to full utilization of our facility.    

2. For all children 11 or under masks are optional at their parent’s 
discretion. 

 
 + The Council approved a motion for Dutch Fork Choral Society to use Mt. Horeb 
  from 7:00-8:30 pm on Tuesday nights from September 2021 through May 2022. 
 + The Finance Team reported May income was $49,392 and May expenses were  
  $46,543 for net income in May of $2,849.   Year-to-date income through May 31 was 
  $214,552 and year-to-day expenses through May 31 were $218,675 for a year-to- 
  date net loss of $4,123. 
 + The Learn Team reported that they are planning a Peace Frogs kickoff in August. 
 + The Serve Team has harvested from the Community Garden and donated to We  
  Care a total of 75 pounds of produce as of our meeting.  They continue to  
  participate in the Chapin Farmers Market held on the first Saturday of each month 
  through October with the exception of July which will be held on the second  
  Saturday in July. 
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Praying for: 

+Sheryl Trexler 
+Wanda Rister 
+Tom Yeoman 
+Henri Bishop 
+Jerry Shealy 
+Miller Lindler 
+Joanne Ritchie 
+John DiMascio 
+Jim Pope 
+Ron Stockman 
+Jim Johnston 
+Aubrey Metts 
+Patsy Comalander 
+Mary Kern 
+Ginny Hatfield 
+Carolyn Bishop 
+Brady Amick 
+Albert Shealy 
+Nancy Crogen 
+Charlie Shealy 
+The family of Alicia Joiner on her death 
+Pastor Hill and family on the death of his 
brother-in-law 
 
Praying for friends of our church 
family: 
+ Cindy Heming, Gavin Wells’ godmother 
+ Perry Barton, brother of Bill Barton 
+ Christy Bundrick, daughter-in-law of Gail 

Bundrick 
+ Melissa Smith, sister of Dean Smith 
+ Ronnie Chapman, nephew of Rosemary 

Frick 
+ Kathy Ransom, friend of Robbie De-

Freese 
+ Sadie Gillian, friend of Jennifer Wells 
+ Marie Fulmer, niece of Loretta Griffin & 

family 
+ Amelia Kinard, sister of Billy Griffin 
+ Sarah Grace Jerkins, great-niece of Anne 

Wessinger 
+ Tom Crooks, brother of Carolyn Bishop 
+ Linda Floyd, friend of John & Cathy 

Rodgers 
+ Sue Carver, friend of Joanne Wessinger 

Hill 

+ Sonny Blocker, brother-in-law of Dan & 
Robbie DeFreese 

+ David Owens, friend of Edward Neeley, 
Fred Garren and Tommy Hill 

+ Tyler Grubbs, friend of Lillie Free 
+ Lorraine Revels, daughter of friend of Jo-

Anne Hill 
+ Marie Syrett, sister-in-law of Mary Kern 
+ Nate Williams, friend of Linda & Gene Ol-

sten 
+ Al Zaback, cousin of Jerry & Vicky Shea-

ly 
+ Sally Thompson, sister-in-law of Susan 

Addy 
+ Diane Nichol, friend of Susan Addy 
+ Keith & Bonnie Maddox, Cindy Rego’s 

parents 
+ Evren Ray, great-niece of Susan Addy 
+ Chris & Eddie Shealy, sons of Gene & 

Ann B. Shealy 
+ Sherri Adams, Paul Rego’s sister 
+ Tommy Ward, friend of Jim Pope 
+ William Eckley, cousin of Vicky Shealy 
+ Payton Dominick, great-nephew of Glen-

da Lindler 
+ Tyler Richardson, son-in-law of Pastor 

Dick & Jeannie Webber 
+  Heidi Smith, Lew’s wife 
+  Todd Buehler, Debbie Hjelseth’s brother 
+  Landon Derrick, Wes Hill’s classmate & 

friend 
+ All those serving in the military 
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If you do not see your birthday or anniver-

sary (or if our info is incorrect), please con-

tact the church office so we can add you to 

our birthday and anniversary lists or correct 

our information. 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 
 
 1 Ken Cannon 
 Barry McCall 
 4 Brett Gowans 
 Greyson Wessinger 
 6 Rae Davis                        
 Kenly Derrick  
 8 Cole Comalander 
 9 Michael Settles 
12 Logan Rister 
13 Linda Olsten 
14 Tammy Meetze 
 Justin Rodgers 
 Patsy Shealy 
15 Gene Shealy 
17 Jude Alford 
 Rosemary Frick 
18 Katie Lindler 
19 Katelyn Hill 
 Alex Soderlund 
20 Michael E. Epting 
 Gertice Rister 
22 Kim Goodman 
 Debra Hjelseth 
23 Al Koon, Jr. 
24 Ryan Dukes 
25 Lorraine Irwin 
 Courtney Lukitsch 
 Taylor Morris 
26 Miller Lindler, Jr. 
27 Tommy Cumalander 
28 Ann Neeley 
29 Rich Meetze 
30 Bennett Luck 
 Greg Shealy  
31 Joey Bishop 

JULY ANNIVERSARIES 
 
 2  Jesse Ray & Jeannie Frick–60 
 4  Patrick & Peaches Shealy–-23 
 8  Todd & Holly Comalander—26  
10  Troy & Kay Comalander–-28 
18 Ray & Pam Shear—40 
 Tyler & Haley Shealy - 6 
19 Paul & Cindy Rego–46 
22  Tommy & Rita Cumalander–32 
26  Billy & Katie Morgan–36 
29  Alvin & LaDona Shaver - 32 



JULY 2021 CALENDAR 

Pastor Joanna’s Day Off—Thursday       Pastor Hill’s Day Off—Friday 

 

Sun, July 4 8:30  In-person & livestream 
(Green)     w/ Holy Communion 
 10:00 Pastors’ Summer Sunday 

    School Class 
 11:00 In-person w/ Holy  
     Communion 
Monday, July 5    OFFICE CLOSED - 
     4th of JULY HOLIDAY 
Thu, July 8 7:00 Praise Band Practice in  

    Sanctuary 

Sun, July 11 8:30  In-person & livestream 
(Green)     w/ Holy Communion 
 10:00 Pastors’ Summer Sunday 

    School Class 
 11:00 In-person w/ Holy  
     Communion 
 5:00 WORSHIP Meeting 
 7:00 Council Meeting 
Mon, July 12 10:00 Think & Do 
 6:30 Think & Do 

Sun, July 18  8:30  In-person & livestream 
(Green)     w/ Holy Communion 
 10:00 Pastors’ Summer Sunday 

    School Class 
 11:00 In-person w/ Holy  
     Communion 
 5:30 Praise Band Practice in 
     Sanctuary 
Mon, July 19 10:00 Think & Do 
 6:30 Think & Do 

Sun, July 25 8:30  In-person & livestream 
(Green)     w/ Holy Communion 
 10:00 Pastors’ Summer Sunday 

    School Class 
 11:00 In-person w/ Holy  
     Communion 
Mon, July 26 10:00 Think & Do 
 6:30 Think & Do 
Thu, July 29 7:00 Praise Band Practice  in 
     Sanctuary 
 
 
 



Contact Us 

Mt. Horeb Lutheran  

101 East Boundary St. 

Chapin, SC  29036 

(803) 345-2000 

mthoreb.net 

Ralph G. Hill, Pastor  
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Camille Joseph,  Receptionist  
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Upcoming LCY Events 
 

 

 
 

 
Calling all youth! 

Grace Works is happening this Summer!   
  

GraceWorks is a local servant camp for Midlands Youth 
who are rising 6th graders through recently graduated 
12th graders. Youth will gather at Ebenezer Lutheran 
Church, 1301 Richland Street, Columbia, 29201. This will 
be our home base, with various service project field trips 
in the area.  Monday-Thursday, July 26-29, from 8:00am 
until 5:00pm.  REGISTRATION is needed.  Please look 
out for emails from Pastor Joanna or directly 
contact us if you need more infor-
mation:  pastorjoanna@mthoreb.net or (803)
345-2000. 
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