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A Message from Pastor Hill 
 

3You have already been cleansed by the word that I have 

spoken to you. – John 15:3 

Acts chapter 8 contains the well-known Bible story of the 
baptism of the Ethiopian eunuch. The “court official” of the 
“queen of the Ethiopians” had been in Jerusalem to wor-
ship, and was now on his way home, and, as many a trav-
eler, he’d picked up something to read. In this case it was 
the prophet Isaiah, not exactly a trash novel. He was read-
ing from chapter 53 when Philip suddenly appears running 
toward his chariot. Hearing the eunuch reading Isaiah, he 
begins a conversation by asking if the Ethiopian under-
stands what he’s reading. His response is: “How can I, un-
less someone guides me?” This becomes Philip’s invita-
tion to explain the text to him, showing how chapter 53 is 
really about “the good news of Jesus.” 
 
This brief catechism was all the Ethiopian official needed. 
When they spotted a pond near the road, at the Ethiopi-
an’s request, Philip promptly baptized him and then disap-
peared as quickly and mysteriously as he’d appeared in 
the first place. 
 
The eunuch becomes the first Gentile to receive the gos-
pel from the witness of the Hellenistic community, specifi-
cally Philip. God tells Philip to go to Gaza, but God speci-
fies the route - a wilderness road. 
 
One take-away is an encouragement not to discount the 
wilderness moments of our lives as opportunities, not only 
for our own growth, but for interaction with those who 
might be found in our wilderness and who need someone 
to explain the good news. 



2 

Philip does not pause and say, “Sure, God, let me pray about this and I will 
get back to you.” Or, “Is there some reason I can’t take the more well-
traveled road to Gaza? It would be nice to be able to make some advance 
reservations for lodging and meals, rather than to take the God-forsaken 
road you’ve suggested.” 
 
Even when we find ourselves in a desert, it’s quite possible that God is 
bringing across our path those who need our help. Whether it’s on a literal 
road or a spiritual road, God is with us and provides encounters and oppor-
tunities for growth. 
 
Our good news is that no matter our circumstance, we are always connect-
ed to God. When Jesus speaks to us in John 15:1-5: ‘I am the true vine, 
and my Father is the vine-grower. 2He removes every branch in me that 
bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more 
fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to 
you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by 
itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5I 
am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them 
bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.’ 
 
As I dwell in this text, verse 3 jumps out. It is God’s Word which cleanses, 
or prunes, us. Through our faithful efforts, God will provide growth and fruit. 
We are pruned and connected. Even when life provides situations where 
we don’t see the good of God, it is there. Whether we are like Philip on the 
wilderness road or the two disciples on the road to Emmaus, God’s living 
Word will cleanse our thoughts and lead us anew.  
 
Blessings+ 
-Pastor Hill 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

A Message from Pastor Joanna 
 
This past month, I was honored to be a part of the ministry of GraceWorks.  
It is a youth servant camp in downtown Columbia, put together by pastors, 
adults, and youth from Lutheran churches in the Midlands.  We got together 
to serve, worship, and interact with people from community agencies who 
make a big difference in working with our vulnerable brothers and sisters in 
Christ.   
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Our theme of the week was GIVE LOVE BACK.  This theme was decided 
on during the long months of pandemic living because the planning team 
was very thankful for our frontline workers.  We felt inspired to show that 
we appreciate all of the agencies who exemplified God’s love throughout 
the pandemic.  One way we did this was compiling gift bags for the police 
and fire workers in downtown Columbia. 
 
One of the favorite parts of a week at GraceWorks is leading the water 
wagon walk.  This year our base camp was Ebeneezer Lutheran Church 
and we decided to end our week with a worship service and prayer walk.  
And we pulled the water wagon too, which is full of cold water bottles that 
we offer freely to anyone walking past on the sidewalk.  What a great 
demonstration of being church!  Praying, walking along side one another, 
and also being sent by the waters of our baptism to serve other people a 
cup of cool water.  I think Jesus said something about pulling water wag-
ons with us as we disciple in this world, especially to those of us who are 
in non-airconditioned places in July in downtown Columbia! 
The youth involved were changed by their experiences that week, and 
they talked and wondered about real ways we are called to show God’s 
love.   
 
There were many moments to grow on, I invite you to ask a youth—and 
the young at heart who you know--how they have seen love and grace 
working in their community this week. 
 
Peace and love, 
Pastor Joanna 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
Worship at Mt. Horeb continues to transition toward returning to our 
regular 8:30 and 11:00 am worship practice. Beginning in August, we will 
receive Holy Communion at the altar rail on the 1st and 3rd Sundays and 
by intinction near the Baptismal Font on 2nd, 4th, and 5th Sundays. 
Choirs will begin practicing. Schedules for ushers and lay readers are al-
so being put together, openings are available.  
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Sunday School Rally Day in August!  
Join Mt. Horeb for its annual Rally Day on Sunday Au-
gust 29 to celebrate and kick off the new Sunday 
school year! A special refreshment time in the Fellow-
ship Hall will be offered immediately following the 8:30 
Worship. At 10:00 am, the Learn Team will present 
Sunday school offerings for the 2021-2022 year 
(classes for grades K-5, 6-8 Confirmation, 9-12 High School, and 
adult). We hope to have at least two offerings for adults, however if 
you would like to form your own, the Learn Team (and pastors) would 
be glad to assist you with ideas and resources. At 10:30 we will break 
so each class can have a chance to meet in their areas for a brief ori-
entation until 10:45. The 11:00 Worship will follow.  
 
Confirmation Begins 
The confirmation program at Mt. Horeb is part of our 
tradition to help young students grow in faith as they 
transition from children to young adults. During 
grades 6-8, students gather during 9:45 am Sunday 
school to engage in a three-year discussion of the Old Testament, the 
New Testament, and Luther’s Small Catechism. On Reformation Sun-
day during their 9th grade year, students are invited to affirm their faith 
in The Rite of Confirmation.  
 
This year, Confirmation class will begin on August 29 with our Rally 
Day activities. Students are asked to attend, and parents are invited. 
We will briefly discuss the schedule for the year. Pastor Hill will meet 
separately with all 9th grade students in September (TBA) to discuss 
the final project (Baptismal LOG) to be completed in preparation for 
The Rite of Confirmation on October 31st. 
 
Lutheran Men in Mission (LMM) to resume August 9 at 6:30pm. All 
men of Mt. Horeb are invited to be a part of LMM as we resume our 
monthly meetings. Join us in the Fellowship Hall on Monday, August 9 
at 6:30 pm for supper, devotions, and a time of sharing ideas for the 
year ahead. Contact Pete Ayoub, Arnie Wodtke, or Pastor Hill with any 
questions. We hope to see you on the 9th! 
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Mt. Horeb Preschool will be taking a hiatus 
during the 2021-2022 school year due to com-
plications related to the Pandemic. A Preschool 
Task Force has been formed to help evaluate 
our current situation and help provide next 

steps. 
 
Jenny Leininger has accepted a new job and will be 
leaving the Administrative Assistant position at Mt. Horeb 
to return to her prior career in the legal field. Her pres-
ence and work ethic has been a blessing to our staff, 
members, and the community, and she will be missed 
greatly. Our thoughts and prayers go with her in this new 
chapter of her work life. She will be working through the 

end of August and will be helping with any transition needs. She will al-
so remain as Treasurer. Mt. Horeb’s HR Team will coordinate next 
steps.    
 
The LutheReaders Book Club will resume meeting in 
September! Our group meets once a month to discuss a 
book that was picked by one of our members.   We will be 
meeting the third Tuesday of each month at 6:00 pm in the 
Fellowship Hall.  If you are interested in joining us or have 
questions about our group, please contact Deena Bishop 
(all4cu@gmail.com) to be added to the email list and to receive infor-
mation for our September 21 meeting. 
 
You are invited!  
The Fellowship Team has made plans for the remainder of the year. We 
hope you will add these dates and activities to your calendar: 

September 19 (Sunday), 3-5pm: Bingo and Dessert 
October 10 (Sunday), 11:00am: 130th Anniversary/Lunch  

(Bring a side dish) 
October 30 (Saturday), 4-6pm: Trunk or Treat 

December 19 (Sunday), 4-6pm: Christmas Caroling 
There will be more information provided as these events approach. All 
activities are planed for the whole congregation’s participation. The 
more the merrier! 
 



6 

Don’t forget about WeCare, our com-
munity outreach agency!  Collection boxes 
can be found both upstairs and downstairs.  
Here is a list of constant needs: 
 +Peanut butter / jelly      +Spam 
 +Chili, soup          +Canned chicken 
 +Dried beans         +Pasta, spaghetti sauce 
 +Grits, rice          +Turnip / collard greens 
 +Mac & cheese        +Laundry detergent 
 +Canned tuna / salmon     +Pork & Beans 
 +Personal hygiene items (toothbrushes, toothpaste, etc.) 
 
Lutheran Hospice 
The Agape Circle wants to thank the congregation for supporting our 
drive for needs for Lutheran Hospice. All your donations are greatly ap-
preciated! 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Thank you so much for the cards, calls, prayers and many acts of kind-
ness given to me since I had my surgery.  I am doing well.  Many thanks 
to Pastor Joanna and Pastor Hill for their prayers and acts of kindness.  
Again, thank you. 
 
                  May God bless each of you! 
                  Wanda Rister 
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The ELCA Youth Gathering is happening in 2022!   

Every three years, 30,000 high school youth and their adult leaders 
from across the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America gather for a 
week of faith formation known as the ELCA Youth Gathering. Through 
days spent in interactive learning, worship, Bible study, service and fel-
lowship, young people grow in faith and are challenged and inspired to 
live their faith in their daily lives.  

When:  July 24-28, 2022                      

Where:  Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Who: current 8th through 12th graders 

 

Families of 8th-12th graders are invited to an informational meeting, 
Sunday, August 15 at 1:00pm in the fellowship hall.  Come see what 
has been a formative and fun experience and how you can be a part of 
it!  Registration is in September, and the spots fill up quickly, so please 
let Pastor Joanna know if you are interested. 
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Congregational Council Highlights for July 2021 

 
The council met on Sunday, July 11, 2021 via Zoom.  The council took action on or 
discussed the following items: 

 

+ The Finance Team reported June income was $34,632 and June expenses 
were $41,546 resulting in a net loss for June of $6,914.   Year-to-date in-
come through June 30 was $249,184 and year-to-date expenses through 
June 30 were $260,221 for a year-to-date net loss of $11,037.  The Finance 
Team will also be distributing budget worksheets to ministry teams.  These 
worksheets will be due back to the Finance Team by September 9 and a first 
reading of the 2022 ministry plan will be presented to council on September 
12. 

+ The Learn Team reported that they are planning to set a date for Rally Sun-
day and making plans for a return to in person Sunday School including se-
lection of curriculum and recruitment of teachers.  They are also continuing 
to plan a Peace Frogs event. 

+ The Youth Committee is working on a plan to contact all youth in Grades 6-
12 as well as planning for youth activities in the fall. 

+ The Serve Team reported that donations to We Care in June totaled 270 
pounds of produce from the Community Garden and $140 from donations 
collected at the June Chapin Farmer’s Market. 

+ The Worship Team reported that in August we will return to receiving com-
munion at the rail and communion by intinction on alternating Sundays.   
Bonnie Counts will be stepping down as the chair of the Altar Guild and Ann 
Hutchins will be assuming those responsibilities.  The team is also working 
seeking volunteers to be ushers and lay readers.  The council is appreciative 
of Bonnie’s dedication and work with the Altar Guild during her time as chair. 

+ The Property Team has completed the gates at the dumpster area.   
+ The Streaming Team of the Worship Transition Team recommended the for-

mation of the Information and Technology Team which will be a sub-
committee of the Witness Team.  This new team will not be financially re-
sponsible for all technology but a resource to support technologies.  The 
team will be responsible for developing its own budget for identifying and ac-
quiring new technologies that support and improve our current streaming, 
video and audio capabilities within the church. The Streaming Team has 
planned one more meeting before disbandment.  This meeting will be an op-
portunity to transition information to those who have volunteered to be mem-
bers of the new team.    

+ Pastor Hill informed Council that Administrative Assistant Jenny Leininger 
has decided to take a new job opportunity. She expressed gratitude for this 
role she has held at Mt. Horeb since 2017 and has been a tremendous as-
set. She will remain as Administrative Assistant through August and will help 
with any transition needs. The HR Team will work with Council to facilitate 
steps forward. 



9 

  
Praying for: 

+Vie Wilmot 
+Henri Bishop 
+Miller Lindler 
+Joanne Ritchie 
+John DiMascio 
+Ron Stockman 
+Jim Johnston 
+Aubrey Metts 
+Patsy Comalander 
+Mary Kern 
+Ginny Hatfield 
+Carolyn Bishop 
+Brady Amick 
+Albert Shealy 
+Nancy Crogen 
+Charlie Shealy 
+Gail Bundrick and family on the death of 
her daughter-in-law, Christy Bundrick 
Praying for friends of our church 
family: 
+ Cindy Heming, Gavin Wells’ godmother 
+ Perry Barton, brother of Bill Barton 
+ Melissa Smith, sister of Dean Smith 
+ Ronnie Chapman, nephew of Rosemary 

Frick 
+ Sadie Gillian, friend of Jennifer Wells 
+ Marie Fulmer, niece of Loretta Griffin & 

family 
+ Amelia Kinard, sister of Billy Griffin 
+ Sarah Grace Jerkins, great-niece of Anne 

Wessinger 
+ Tom Crooks, brother of Carolyn Bishop 
+ Linda Floyd, friend of John & Cathy 

Rodgers 
+ Sue Carver, friend of Joanne Wessinger 

Hill 
+ David Owens, friend of Edward Neeley, 

Fred Garren and Tommy Hill 
+ Tyler Grubbs, friend of Lillie Free 
+ Lorraine Revels, daughter of friend of Jo-

Anne Hill 
+ Marie Syrett, sister-in-law of Mary Kern 
+ Nate Williams, friend of Linda & Gene Ol-

sten 

+ Al Zaback, cousin of Jerry & Vicky Shea-
ly 

+ Sally Thompson, sister-in-law of Susan 
Addy 

+ Diane Nichol, friend of Susan Addy 
+ Keith & Bonnie Maddox, Cindy Rego’s 

parents 
+ Evren Ray, great-niece of Susan Addy 
+ Chris & Eddie Shealy, sons of Gene & 

Ann B. Shealy 
+ Sherri Adams, Paul Rego’s sister 
+ Tommy Ward, friend of Jim Pope 
+ William Eckley, cousin of Vicky Shealy 
+ Payton Dominick, great-nephew of Glen-

da Lindler 
+ Tyler Richardson, son-in-law of Pastor 

Dick & Jeannie Webber 
+  Heidi Smith, Lew’s wife 
+  Todd Buehler, Debbie Hjelseth’s brother 
+  Landon Derrick, Wes Hill’s classmate & 

friend 
+ All those serving in the military 



10 

If you do not see your birthday or anniver-

sary (or if our info is incorrect), please con-

tact the church office so we can add you to 

our birthday and anniversary lists or correct 

our information. 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
 2  Drew Boland 
 Danny Free 
 Kelly Wessinger 
 3  Bailey Shealy 
5     Andrew Barton 
 Craig Hess 
 Ann Hutchens 
 Tarzie Johnston 
 7 Wes Hill 
 8 Rick Setzer 
9  Wil Hutchens 
 JoAnne Hill 
 Jason Wells 
10   Faye Lindler 
11   Peaches Shealy 
12   Jerry D. Shealy 
13   Bonnie Counts 
 Andrew Miller 
 Peggy Roche 
14   Audrey Fulmer 
 Elsie Feltner 
15  Patsy Comalander 
 Herbert Lindler 
 Jo Anne Ritchie 
16    Kim Boland 
17 Drew McCall 
 Gracen Splittgerber 
 Peyton Wessinger 
 Jeannie Webber 
20 Melinda Morris 
22 Margaret Robinson 
 Stan Shealy 
 Dennis Frick 
24   Annette Stuck 
27   Taylor Ann Fiber 
28 Cheryl Joiner 

 Jordan McCall 
 Jenna McCall 
29   Chelsea Frick 
 Phyllis Metts 
30   John Curry 
 Cindy Rego 
 Jeanne Reynolds 
 Cathryn Summer 
 
 AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 
 
 2 Danny & Jenny Marks–24 
 4  Pete & Sandra Ayoub–58 
 Ken & Joan Heintz–37 
 Gene & Sherry Teal–-47 
11  Aubrey & Mary Nell Metts–-48 
13 Mike & Joni Epting–33 
26   Robert & Hazel Smith–60 
28   Harvey & Hope Amick–-27 



AUGUST 2021 CALENDAR 

Pastor Joanna’s Day Off—Thursday       Pastor Hill’s Day Off—Friday 

 

Sun, Aug 1 8:30  In-person & livestream 
(Green)     w/ Holy Communion 
 10:00 Pastors’ Summer Sunday 

    School Class 
 11:00 In-person w/ Holy  
     Communion 
Mon, Aug 2 10:00 Think & Do 
 5:30 Praise Band Practice 
 6:30 Think & Do    

Sun, Aug 8 8:30  In-person & livestream 
(Green)     w/ Holy Communion 
 10:00 Pastors’ Summer Sunday 

    School Class 
 11:00 In-person w/ Holy  
     Communion 
 5:00 WORSHIP Meeting 
 7:00 Council Meeting 
Mon, Aug 9 10:00 Think & Do 
 6:30 Think & Do 
 6:30 Lutheran Men 
Thu, Aug 12 7:00 Praise Band Practice 

Sun, Aug 15  8:30  In-person & livestream 
(Green)     w/ Holy Communion 
 11:00 In-person w/ Holy  
     Communion 
 1:00 Nat’l Youth Gathering Mtg. 
Mon, Aug 16 10:00 Think & Do 
 6:30 Think & Do 

Sun, Aug 22 8:30  In-person & livestream 
(Green)     w/ Holy Communion 
 9:30 Fellowship Time 
 10:00 Rally Day 
 11:00 In-person w/ Holy  
     Communion 
Mon, Aug 23 10:00 Think & Do 
 6:30 Think & Do 
Sun, Aug 29 8:30  In-person & livestream 
(Green)     w/ Holy Communion 
 11:00 In-person w/ Holy  
     Communion 
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