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Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 12, 2021 

8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 
 
PRELUDE        “O Teach Us, Lord, That We May Teach” (ELW 676:3)   

Robert Schumann 
           
We stand 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
L: In the name of the Father, 

 and of the ☩  Son, 
 and of the Holy Spirit.  A:  Amen. 
 
L: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from 
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may con-
fess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.  A:  Amen. 
 
L: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 
L: Most merciful God, 
A: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 
L: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 

in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  A:  Amen. 
 
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Ho-
ly Spirit be with you all.  
A: And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, 
and by the glory of the cross you transform our lives. Grant that for 
the sake of the gospel we may turn from the lure of evil, take up our 
cross, and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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We sit 
MISSION MOMENT                                  Stewardship  
 
FIRST READING:  Isaiah 50:4-9a 
 4The Lord God has given me 
  the tongue of a teacher, 
 that I may know how to sustain 
  the weary with a word. 
 Morning by morning he wakens— 
  wakens my ear 
  to listen as those who are taught. 
 5The Lord God has opened my ear, 
  and I was not rebellious, 
  I did not turn backward. 
 6I gave my back to those who struck me, 
  and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 
 I did not hide my face 
  from insult and spitting. 
 7The Lord God helps me; 
  therefore I have not been disgraced; 
 therefore I have set my face like flint, 
  and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
  8he who vindicates me is near. 
 Who will contend with me? 
  Let us stand up together. 
 Who are my adversaries? 
  Let them confront me. 
 9aIt is the Lord God who helps me; 
  who will declare me guilty?  
The word of the Lord.  A:  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 116:1-9 (read responsively) 
 1I love the Lord, who has | heard my voice, 
  and listened to my | supplication, 
 2for the Lord has given | ear to me 
  whenev- | er I called. 
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 3The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave | came upon me; 
  I came to | grief and sorrow. 
 4Then I called upon the name | of the Lord: 
  “O Lord, I pray you, | save my life.”  
 5Gracious is the | Lord and righteous; 
  our God is full | of compassion. 
 6The Lord watches o- | ver the innocent; 
  I was brought low, | and God saved me. 
 7Turn again to your rest, | O my soul. 
  for the Lord has dealt | well with you. 
 8For you have rescued my | life from death, 
  my eyes from tears, and my | feet from stumbling; 
 9I will walk in the presence | of the Lord 
  in the land | of the living.  
 
SECOND READING:  James 3:1-12 
1Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know 
that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For all of us make many 
mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the 
whole body in check with a bridle. 3If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make 
them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. 4Or look at ships: though they are so 
large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small 
rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5So also the tongue is a small member, 
yet it boasts of great exploits. 
  How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 6And the tongue is a fire. The 
tongue is placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole 
body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. 7For every spe-
cies of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed 
by the human species, 8but no one can tame the tongue—a restless evil, full of dead-
ly poison. 9With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse those who are 
made in the likeness of God. 10From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My 
brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. 11Does a spring pour forth from the 
same opening both fresh and brackish water? 12Can a fig tree, my brothers and sis-
ters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh.  
L: The word of the Lord.  A:  Thanks be to God. 
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We stand 
HOLY GOSPEL:  Mark 8:27-38 
L: The Holy Gospel, according to Mark. A: Glory to you, O Lord. 
27Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the 
way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28And they answered 
him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the proph-
ets.” 29He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You 
are the Messiah.” 30And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him. 
  31Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffer-
ing, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, 
and after three days rise again. 32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him 
aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he re-
buked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not 
on divine things but on human things.” 
  34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to be-
come my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow 
me. 35For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their 
life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it prof-
it them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give 
in return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this 
adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed 
when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”  
L:  This is the Gospel of our Lord.  A:  Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
We sit 
SERMON:  Pastor Joanna Gragg 
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HYMN OF THE DAY - ELW #651 
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We stand 
APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
PRAYER: After each petition: L: Lord, in your mercy, A: Hear our prayer.  
L: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those 
in need, and all of God’s creation…  
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
mercy through your Son Jesus. Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray 
as Jesus taught us.  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
A: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
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We sit 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
L:The Lord be with you. A: And also with you.  
L: Lift up your hearts. A: We lift them to the Lord  
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
A: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
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L: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ. In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of 
faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding the God made visible, we 
may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of an-
gels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

L: (hold communion elements) In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus 
took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, 
he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me.  
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P:   The Body of Christ given for you. 
 The Blood of Christ shed for you. 
 
MUSIC AFTER DISTRIBUTION:    Organ Voluntary 
 
We stand 
BLESSING 

L. The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ☩ be 
upon you now and forever. A. Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN: “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”  ELW #884 

 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 
DISMISSAL 
L. Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.  
A. Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE        “If You But Trust in God to Guide You” 

Johann Sebastian Bach 
       
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+ + + 
 EXPERIENCING AND SHARING GOD’S PRESENCE 

 + + + 
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Mt. Horeb Lutheran Church 
101 East Boundary Street, Chapin, SC  29036 
803/345-2000, 945-4535  -  www.mthoreb.net 

 

The mission of the Mt. Horeb congregation shall be to manifest God’s love to all 
people through the preaching and teaching of Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.  It shall 
be a healing ministry, promoting unity in the congregation and the community-at-large.  
It shall nurture and sustain its members through loving service, encourage all to use 
their God-given talents and means, provide channels for growth, reach out to others in 
love, and offer intentional opportunities for fellowship. 

Mt. Horeb Lutheran Church 
101 East Boundary Street, Chapin, SC  29036 
803/345-2000, 945-4535  -  www.mthoreb.net 

 

To participate in God’s mission, this congregation as a part of the Church shall … 
 

WORSHIP:  Joyfully proclaim the Word of God 
LEARN:    Dutifully study, teach and live the Word of God 
WITNESS:  Boldly share the Word of God 
SERVE:   Humbly and enthusiastically respond to the Word of God 
SUPPORT: Gladly give our time, talent and treasures motivated by the Word of God 

DISCIPLES: 
   All Members of Mt. Horeb 
 

PASTOR: 
   Ralph G. Hill 
   pastorhill@mthoreb.net 
 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR: 
   Joanna C. Gragg 
   pastorjoanna@mthoreb.net 
 
INTERIM SUPPLY 
ORGANIST/CHOIR 
DIRECTOR: 
   Bob Hawkins  
 

ADMIN. ASSISTANT: 
   Jenny Leininger 
   jenny@mthoreb.net 
 

RECEPTIONIST: 
   Camille Joseph 
   frontdesk@mthoreb.net 
 
NURSERY SUPERVISOR: 
   Sherri Derrick 
 

OVERSEAS MISSIONARIES: 
Rev. Hitoshi & Satoka Adachi 
Email: hitochi.acachi@elca.org 
 satoko.adachi@elca.org 
 
 

CONGREGATION 
COUNCIL 
Officers 

Vice Chair: Arnie Wodtke 
Secretary: Deena Bishop 

Treasurer:  Jenny Leininger 
 

Members 
Steve Cartin 
Peggy Miller 
Andrea Fickle 
Tim Schmidt 
Wil Hutchens 
Benny Counts 
Mattie Smith 
Derek Miller 

Rosemary Frick 
Billy Griffin 

Stephanie Stoudemayer 
David Williams 

Jen Wells 
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