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A Message from Pastor Hill 
 

Discernment and Discipleship 
 

So do not be foolish but understand what the will of the 
Lord is. -Ephesians 5:17 (NRSV) 

 
Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know 

my thoughts. See if there is any wicked way in me, and 
lead me in the way everlasting. -Psalm 139:23-24 (NRSV) 
  
We have all been spending time lately trying to figure out 
next best steps in the midst of Covid-19 as the numbers in-
crease. One aspect of our decision making process is our 
identity as followers of Jesus.  
 
The Latin word for disciple is "discipulus" which means the 
pupil of a teacher. Disciples do not learn from themselves, 
nor follow their own ways, but learn from and follow the 
teaching and will of their leader. The very nature of a disci-
ple is one who submits to the will of another.  For Chris-
tians, we learn from, submit to and follow the will of Jesus 
our Lord.  That's easy to say, but hard to do. 
 
The Latin root of the word for discernment is "discernere" 
which means to sift or distinguish.  A Christian disciple is 
one who is continuously seeking to discern the will of Je-
sus and then lives it out.  A disciple is one who persistently 
works at sifting through and distinguishing one's own will 
from the will of God.  The writer of Ephesians reminds us 
of this when he says, "Don't act thoughtlessly, but try to un-
derstand what the Lord wants you to do."  Again, easy to 
say, but hard to do. 
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A fellow disciple shared with me her struggle to learn and discern God's will 
for her life.  She was talking about both "big" and "little" things of daily life. 
She shared how she was reading her scriptures daily and praying daily, but 
that she needed to bounce things off other fellow Christians in order to be 
able to distinguish her will from God's will. How right she is! Discernment is 
tested in and through the community of believers. It is in Christian commu-
nity (small groups and prayer partnerships) that we best learn to distinguish 
our will from God's. There is nothing as important in a Christian's daily life 
as to distinguish God's will from our own. Christians need to invest in the 
hard work of discernment with others – never alone. 
 
The following are some questions to consider: 
1. Who are the fellow disciples in your life that you need to partner with as 
you constantly try to discern God's will from your own? Have you utilized 

them lately? Have you thanked them recently? 
2. Are you in a prayer group or Bible study? If not, form one or join one. If 
you are, do you dwell for discernment (sift or distinguish) to faithfully live 

out God's will in your life? 
 
Prayer: 
Lord, you are God, and I am not. Your ways are right and true, and I desire 
to know your ways and live them out each day. Guide me into the ways of 
discernment that I may distinguish your will from my own, self-centered will. 
Help me to become a faithful disciple. Amen. 
 
God’s Peace! 
-Pastor Hill 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

A Message from Pastor Joanna 
 

A Christian is a perfectly free lord of all, subject to none. A Christian is a 
perfectly dutiful servant of all, subject to all. 

 
With October soon approaching, and the fact that there’s always more to 
learn about the Protestant Reformation, let’s dive into this particular quote.  
Martin Luther wrote On the Freedom of a Christian in 1520.  It was a part of 
the big discussion (perhaps an understatement!) between the theology of 
the Reformers and the Roman Catholic church, specifically Pope Leo X. 
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What amazes me is how timeless and currently relevant Luther’s quote 
is; both for a Zoom meeting full of pastors, and for you reading this 
church newsletter.  The rostered leaders in the Heartland conference of 
congregations in the South Carolina Synod, ELCA, meet once a week 
since the pandemic started.  In last week’s Zoom, Luther’s quote (above) 
naturally made it into the conversation about policies in a pandemic.  In 
Luther’s writing on the Three Treatises to the Pope, he was defending his 
theology (and the theology of the Reformation shared by others) by teth-
ering it to Holy Scripture. A quick outline of scripture sited by Luther in 
writing about Christian freedom: 
 
1. Philippians 2:6-7 (too long to quote!) Christ is Lord who also emptied 

himself as a servant.  Lord and Servant at the same time. 
 
2. I Corinthians 9:19  I am free with respect to all, I have made myself a 

slave to all. Be Christ in this way. 
 
3. Romans 13:8  Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for 

the one who loves one another has fulfilled the law. 
 
Trying to capture all of Luther and his colleagues’ genius is impossible, 
but my one take away is this (excuse me as I free write!):   
 
Christ’s example, the exalted lord and suffering servant, is freedom for 
the world.  We look to Christ for guidance always, in a pandemic espe-
cially.  Our faith has been tested, our patience and perseverance 
stretched, yet we still have Christ at our core.  Love and faith, this is what 
it all boils down to.  By faith alone, given to us by God, we are freed in 
Christ.  We are servants in love to our neighbor.  Our mandate is to look 
to our neighbor, see how we can care for the vulnerable, and do the 
things to protect, love, serve, and build life in our community.  What does 
that look like for us Christ followers on a daily basis?  We look to our 
neighbor through the eyes of a life giving, life sacrificing servant and lord 
who is Christ.  Go therefore, look for ways to serve and love your neigh-
bor.   
 
Be free,  
In Christ,  
Pastor Joanna  
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Confirmation Class begins meeting each Sunday 
morning. We will be studying the Old Testament dur-
ing the 2021-2022 school year. Our 9th Grade stu-
dents will be working on their final project as they 
prepare for the Rite of Confirmation at the end of Oc-
tober.  

 
The LutheReaders Book Club will resume meeting in 
September! Our group meets once a month to discuss a 
book that was picked by one of our members.   We will 
be meeting the third Tuesday of each month at 6:00 pm 
in the Fellowship Hall.  If you are interested in joining us 

or have questions about our group, please contact Deena Bishop 
(all4cu@gmail.com) to be added to the email list and to receive infor-
mation for our September 21 meeting. 
 
The ‘Desserts and Bingo’ Event scheduled as a September get to-
gether has been cancelled at this time.  We look forward to reschedul-
ing at a later date! 
 
You are invited!  
The Fellowship Team has made plans for the re-
mainder of the year. We hope you will add these 
dates and activities to your calendar: 
 

October 10 (Sunday), 11:00am: 130th Anniversary/Lunch  
(Bring a side dish) 

October 30 (Saturday), 4-6pm: Trunk or Treat 
December 19 (Sunday), 4-6pm: Christmas Caroling 

 
There will be more information provided as these events approach. All 
activities are planed for the whole congregation’s participation. The 
more the merrier! 
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 Don’t forget about WeCare, our commu-
nity outreach agency!  Collection boxes can 
be found both upstairs and downstairs.  Here 
is a list of constant needs: 
 
 +Peanut butter / jelly      +Spam 
 +Chili, soup          +Canned chicken 
 +Dried beans         +Pasta, spaghetti sauce 
 +Grits, rice          +Turnip / collard greens 
 +Mac & cheese        +Laundry detergent 
 +Canned tuna / salmon     +Pork & Beans 
 +Personal hygiene items (toothbrushes, toothpaste, etc.) 
 
Card Ministry – Handmade Cards 
Are you in need of a greeting card to send to a family member or a 
friend? Check out the card rack in the Fellowship Hall for an assortment 
of handmade cards; Birthday, Thank You, Get Well, Sympathy, Thinking 
of You and a few miscellaneous cards are available.  A donation of 
$3.00 per card or $5.00 for two cards is greatly appreciated.  All dona-
tions will go toward local, regional and global missions.  
 
Covid-19 Update 
In response to new CDC guidelines regarding the 
Covid-19 rise in cases, Council has recommended 
the following: 1-suggest mask wearing for all people 
indoors, 2-return to the practice of communion in the 
pew, and 3-designate the Fellowship Hall as a ‘mask 
only’ space during worship. We all seek to provide a safe environment. 
Masks and hand sanitizer are available at each entrance. “Getting the 
vaccine is safe, effective, and free. They reduce your risk of getting the 
virus, particularly in severe forms” – SCDHEC.  
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Your response of financial support to Mt. 
Horeb continues to be a blessing! Offerings may 
be sent in by mail, placed in the drop box near 
the portico, or provided online through PayPal 

and Tithe.ly (look for the red ‘Donate Online’ button). We are thankful 
for everyone’s prayerful support, and your offerings are greatly appre-
ciated. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
I would like to extend my sincere thanks to all of those who remem-
bered me during my recent surgery and recuperation. 
 
The beautiful cards, thoughtful telephone calls, prayers and other ex-
pressions of concern were welcomed and greatly appreciated. 
 
Many thanks are extended to Pastor Hill and Paster Joanna for their 
prayers and concern. 
 
Your Christian support is truly a blessing! 
 
                Georgie Faye Fulmer 
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Congregational Council Highlights for August 2021 
The council met on Sunday, August 8, 2021 via Zoom.  The council took action on or dis-
cussed the following items: 
+ The council approved a motion from the Property Team requesting approval to spend 
$10,500 of Capital Improvements Funds to remove the existing leaking roof system located 
on the preschool/educational building and replace it with a new roofing system. 
+ The council approved the use of the outdoor area (Boundary/Beaufort Street property) for 
the Chapin Fall Arts Festival on Saturday, October 9. 
+ Indoor Worship Team updated the council on the latest recommendations which include: 
post on all entry doors that wearing of mask by all is recommended, enforce the mask only 
zone in the fellowship hall during worship, and go back to communion in the pew with pre-
packaged elements through August 22.  The council agreed with these recommendations. 
+ The Finance Team presented the following Ministry Plan Schedule: 

• August 14 (Saturday): Finance Committee will send budget worksheets to commit-
tee chairs. 

• September 6 (Monday): Committee chairs will return completed worksheets to Fi-
nance Committee (this gives us until Thursday to get the first draft put together) 

• September 9 (Thursday): Finance Committee reviews the 1st draft 
• September 12 (Sunday): 1st reading of budget by Council 
• October 7 (Thursday): Finance Committee will look at revised budget and approve 

for 2nd reading 
• October 10 (Sunday): 2nd reading of budget by Council, vote to approve  
• On or Before November 11: Information packet mailed to members, including in-

formation about budget forum and annual meeting. We will get the information to 
Jenny by October 17. 

• November 14 (first Sunday in November): Budget forum following 1st service 
• November 21 (3rd Sunday in November): Annual meeting of congregation,   in-

cluding budget presentation and vote to approve 
+ The Finance Team reported that July offerings exceeded budget and spending was be-
low budget.  Revenue for the month of July was $53,796 and expenses were $46,558 for a 
net income of $7,238.  Revenues year-to-date through July were $302,981 and expendi-
tures were $306,779 for a total net loss of $3,798. 
+ The Learn Team reported that they are planning for Rally Sunday on August 29 with 
Sunday School beginning that day. They are also continuing to plan a Peace Frogs event. 
+ The Youth Team continues planning for youth kick off in September. 
+ The Serve Team reported they continue to have success at the monthly Community 
Farmers Marker in downtown Chapin.   
+ The Worship Team reported continues to plan for the 130th Anniversary and Homecom-
ing celebration. 
+ The Witness Team is planning to meet in September to focus on outreach to residents of 
new subdivisions in Chapin. 
+ The HR Team is working on the advertisement for the opening of the administrative as-
sistant position. 
+ A taskforce has been formed and has met to work on strategy for the re-opening of the 
Preschool for the 2022-2023 school year. 
+ The Fellowship Team has planned for the following events which will be reviewed for 
pandemic conditions as dates approach: September 19 - Bingo & Dessert; October 30 
(from 4-6 pm) - Trunk or Treat; December 19 (from 4-6 pm) - Christmas Caroling. 
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Praying for: 

+Annette Stuck 
+Jane Ramsey 
+Vie Wilmot 
+Henri Bishop 
+Miller Lindler 
+Ron Stockman 
+Jim Johnston 
+Aubrey Metts 
+Patsy Comalander 
+Mary Kern 
+Ginny Hatfield 
+Carolyn Bishop 
+Brady Amick 
+Albert Shealy 
+Nancy Crogen 
+Charlie Shealy 
+The family of Vicki Stockman on her death 
Praying for friends of our church 
family: 
+ Sonny Blocker, brother-in-law of Robbie 

Koon DeFreese 
+ Cindy Heming, Gavin Wells’ godmother 
+ Perry Barton, brother of Bill Barton 
+ Melissa Smith, sister of Dean Smith 
+ Ronnie Chapman, nephew of Rosemary 

Frick 
+ Sadie Gillian, friend of Jennifer Wells 
+ Marie Fulmer, niece of Loretta Griffin & 

family 
+ Amelia Kinard, sister of Billy Griffin 
+ Sarah Grace Jerkins, great-niece of Anne 

Wessinger 
+ Linda Floyd, friend of John & Cathy 

Rodgers 
+ Sue Carver, friend of Joanne Wessinger 

Hill 
+ David Owens, friend of Edward Neeley, 

Fred Garren and Tommy Hill 
+ Tyler Grubbs, friend of Lillie Free 
+ Lorraine Revels, daughter of friend of Jo-

Anne Hill 
+ Marie Syrett, sister-in-law of Mary Kern 
+ Nate Williams, friend of Linda & Gene Ol-

sten 

+ Al Zaback, cousin of Jerry & Vicky Shea-
ly 

+ Sally Thompson, sister-in-law of Susan 
Addy 

+ Diane Nichol, friend of Susan Addy 
+ Keith & Bonnie Maddox, Cindy Rego’s 

parents 
+ Evren Ray, great-niece of Susan Addy 
+ Chris & Eddie Shealy, sons of Gene & 

Ann B. Shealy 
+ Sherri Adams, Paul Rego’s sister 
+ Tommy Ward, friend of Jim Pope 
+ William Eckley, cousin of Vicky Shealy 
+ Payton Dominick, great-nephew of Glen-

da Lindler 
+ Tyler Richardson, son-in-law of Pastor 

Dick & Jeannie Webber 
+  Heidi Smith, Lew’s wife 
+  Todd Buehler, Debbie Hjelseth’s brother 
+  Landon Derrick, Wes Hill’s classmate & 

friend 
+ All those serving in the military 
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If you do not see your birthday or anniver-

sary (or if our info is incorrect), please con-

tact the church office so we can add you to 

our birthday and anniversary lists or correct 

our information. 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
  1 Audrey Lassiter 
 3  Kirby Rusnack 
       Miles Parks 
 4    Gloria Addy 
 5    Starling Lowman 
 9     Landon Free 
10    Michael Epting 
 Ron Stockman 
11  Savannah Frick 
 Judy Miller 
 Mason Settles 
 Shannon Bundrick 
 Gabriel Morgan 
12     Nathan Miller 
 Jennifer Wells 
13  Heather T. Jordan 
18 Joan Heintz 
 “J.J.” Lindler 
 Krystal Wessinger 
20  Aubrey Metts 
21  Joey Lindler 
22  Trey Teal 
26  Kay Horton  
 J. C. Marks 
27 Gretchen O’Dell 
 Arnie Wodtke 
28 Elsie Kibler 
29 Robin O’Dell 
30   JoAnn Dukes 
 

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 1 Herbert & Cathryn Lindler–70 
 2 Lewis & Heidi Smith–-49 
 4 Gene & Linda Olsten–46 
 6 Herbert & Cathryn Lindler–71 
 Rich & Ginny Hatfield–63 
 David & Amy Splittgerber–23 
8 Rickie & Sandra McKie–31 
12 Todd & Kristi Soderlund–23 
16   Don & Helen Comalander–60 
23 Joe & Nancy Buntyn–12 
25 Tom & Dot Blaney–23 
27 Joe & Audrey Lassiter–-24 



AUGUST 2021 CALENDAR 

Pastor Joanna’s Day Off—Thursday       Pastor Hill’s Day Off—Friday 

 

Sun, Sept 5 8:30  In-person & livestream 
(Green)     w/ Holy Communion 
 9:45 LEARN 
 11:00 In-person w/ Holy  
     Communion 
Mon, Sept 6 LABOR DAY - 
 CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED  
Wed, Sept 8 8:00 LCY Donuts & Devotions 
Thu, Sept 9 7:00 Finance Meeting 

Sun, Sept 12 8:30  In-person & livestream 
(Green)     w/ Holy Communion 
 9:45 LEARN 
 11:00 In-person w/ Holy  
     Communion 
 4:00 LCY 
 7:00 Council Meeting 
Mon, Sept 13 6:30 Lutheran Men 
Wed, Sept 15 8:00 LCY Donuts & Devotions 
 

Sun, Sept 19  8:30  In-person & livestream 
(Green)     w/ Holy Communion 
 9:45 LEARN 
 11:00 In-person w/ Holy  
     Communion 
Tue, Sept 21 6:00 LutheReaders 
Wed, Sept 22 8:00 LCY Donuts & Devotions 

Sun, Sept 26 8:30  In-person & livestream 
(Green)     w/ Holy Communion 
 9:45 LEARN 
 11:00 In-person w/ Holy  
     Communion 
Wed, Sept 29 8:00 LCY Donuts & Devotions 
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Upcoming LCY Events 
 

 

 
 

September’s Youth Calendar at a glance: 
High School Sunday School: starts Sunday, September 5. 
We will be meeting outside and/or via Zoom until further no-
tice. 
 
Donuts and Devotions starts Wednesday, September 8. 
Highschool youth will meet at the Daily Grind (8:00am-8:45am) 
 
Pizza, Painting, and Prayers:  Sunday, September 12 (4:00-
6:00pm) 
 
Please check your emails for updates. 
 
Thankyou, We are excited about our year to-
gether! 
-The Youth Planning Team 
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