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Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 5, 2021 
8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 

 
PRELUDE                   Healer of Our Every Ill [ELW 612]    Setting: David Cherwien 
           
We stand 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
L: In the name of the Father, 

 and of the ☩  Son, 
 and of the Holy Spirit.  A:  Amen. 
 
L: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from 
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may con-
fess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.  A:  Amen. 
 
L: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 
L: Most merciful God, 
A: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 
L: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 
in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  A:  Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into 
health and death into life. Open us to the power of your presence, 
and make us a people ready to proclaim your promises to the whole 
world, through Jesus Christ, our healer and Lord. Amen. 
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We sit 
FIRST READING:  Isaiah 35:4-7a 
 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
  “Be strong, do not fear! 
 Here is your God. 
  He will come with vengeance, 
 with terrible recompense. 
  He will come and save you.” 
 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
  and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
  and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
  and streams in the desert; 
 7athe burning sand shall become a pool, 
  and the thirsty ground springs of water.  
L: The word of the Lord.  A:  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 146 (read responsively) 
 1Hal- | lelujah! 
  Praise the Lord, | O my soul! 
 2I will praise the Lord as long | as I live; 
  I will sing praises to my God while I | have my being. 
 3Put not your | trust in rulers, 
  in mortals in whom there | is no help. 
 4When they breathe their last, they re- | turn to earth, 
  and in that day | their thoughts perish.  
 5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob | for their help, 
  whose hope is in the | Lord their God; 
 6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that | is in them; 
  who keeps promis- | es forever; 
 7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to | those who hunger. 
  The Lord sets the | captive free. 
 8The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up those who | are 
   bowed down; 
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  the Lord| loves the righteous.  
 9The Lord cares | for the stranger; 
  the Lord sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way | of the wicked. 
 10The Lord shall | reign forever, 
  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. | Hallelujah!   
 
SECOND READING:  James 2:1-17 
1My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our 
glorious Lord Jesus Christ? 2For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes 
comes into your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, 3and 
if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have a seat here, 
please,” while to the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my 
feet,” 4have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with 
evil thoughts? 5Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the 
poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has prom-
ised to those who love him? 6But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich 
who oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court? 7Is it not they who blas-
pheme the excellent name that was invoked over you? 
  8You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 9But if you show partiality, you commit sin 
and are convicted by the law as transgressors. 10For whoever keeps the whole law 
but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it. 11For the one who said, 
“You shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You shall not murder.” Now if you do 
not commit adultery but if you murder, you have become a transgressor of the 
law. 12So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty. 13For 
judgment will be without mercy to anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy tri-
umphs over judgment. 
  14What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not 
have works? Can faith save you? 15If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily 
food, 16and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” 
and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? 17So faith by 
itself, if it has no works, is dead.  
L: The word of the Lord.  A:  Thanks be to God. 
 
We stand 
HOLY GOSPEL:  Mark 7:24-37 
L: The Holy Gospel, according to Mark. A: Glory to you, O Lord. 
24[Jesus] set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did 
not want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice,25but a wom-
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an whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and 
she came and bowed down at his feet. 26Now the woman was a Gentile, of Sy-
rophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 27He 
said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s 
food and throw it to the dogs.” 28But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under 
the table eat the children’s crumbs.” 29Then he said to her, “For saying that, you 
may go—the demon has left your daughter.” 30So she went home, found the child 
lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 
  31Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards 
the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32They brought to him a deaf 
man who had an impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand 
on him. 33He took him aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers 
into his ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. 34Then looking up to heaven, he 
sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 35And immediately his 
ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. 36Then Jesus or-
dered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more zealously they 
proclaimed it. 37They were astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done eve-
rything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.”  
L:  This is the Gospel of our Lord.  A:  Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
We sit 
SERMON:  Pastor Ralph Hill 
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HYMN OF THE DAY - ELW #612 
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We stand 
APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
PRAYER: After each petition: L: Lord, in your mercy, A: Hear our prayer.  
L: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those 
in need, and all of God’s creation…  
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
mercy through your Son Jesus. Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray 
as Jesus taught us.  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
A: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
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We sit 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
L:The Lord be with you. A: And also with you.  
L: Lift up your hearts. A: We lift them to the Lord  
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
A: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
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L: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ. In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of 
faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding the God made visible, we 
may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of an-
gels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

L: (hold communion elements) In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus 
took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, 
he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me.  
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P:   The Body of Christ given for you. 
 The Blood of Christ shed for you. 
 
MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION:    Organ Voluntary 
 
We stand 
BLESSING 

L. The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ☩ be 
upon you now and forever. A. Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN: “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”  ELW #884 

 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 
DISMISSAL 
L. Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.  
A. Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE     Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow [ELW 884]  

Setting: Hery Coleman 
       
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+ + + 
 EXPERIENCING AND SHARING GOD’S PRESENCE 

 + + + 
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Mt. Horeb Lutheran Church 
101 East Boundary Street, Chapin, SC  29036 
803/345-2000, 945-4535  -  www.mthoreb.net 

 

The mission of the Mt. Horeb congregation shall be to manifest God’s love to all 
people through the preaching and teaching of Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.  It shall 
be a healing ministry, promoting unity in the congregation and the community-at-large.  
It shall nurture and sustain its members through loving service, encourage all to use 
their God-given talents and means, provide channels for growth, reach out to others in 
love, and offer intentional opportunities for fellowship. 

Mt. Horeb Lutheran Church 
101 East Boundary Street, Chapin, SC  29036 
803/345-2000, 945-4535  -  www.mthoreb.net 

 

To participate in God’s mission, this congregation as a part of the Church shall … 
 

WORSHIP:  Joyfully proclaim the Word of God 
LEARN:    Dutifully study, teach and live the Word of God 
WITNESS:  Boldly share the Word of God 
SERVE:   Humbly and enthusiastically respond to the Word of God 
SUPPORT: Gladly give our time, talent and treasures motivated by the Word of God 

DISCIPLES: 
   All Members of Mt. Horeb 
 

PASTOR: 
   Ralph G. Hill 
   pastorhill@mthoreb.net 
 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR: 
   Joanna C. Gragg 
   pastorjoanna@mthoreb.net 
 
INTERIM SUPPLY 
ORGANIST/CHOIR 
DIRECTOR: 
   Bob Hawkins  
 

ADMIN. ASSISTANT: 
   Jenny Leininger 
   jenny@mthoreb.net 
 

RECEPTIONIST: 
   Camille Joseph 
   frontdesk@mthoreb.net 
 
NURSERY SUPERVISOR: 
   Sherri Derrick 
 

OVERSEAS MISSIONARIES: 
Rev. Hitoshi & Satoka Adachi 
Email: hitochi.acachi@elca.org 
 satoko.adachi@elca.org 
 
 

CONGREGATION 
COUNCIL 
Officers 

Vice Chair: Arnie Wodtke 
Secretary: Deena Bishop 

Treasurer:  Jenny Leininger 
 

Members 
Steve Cartin 
Peggy Miller 
Andrea Fickle 
Tim Schmidt 
Wil Hutchens 
Benny Counts 
Mattie Smith 
Derek Miller 

Rosemary Frick 
Billy Griffin 

Stephanie Stoudemayer 
David Williams 

Jen Wells 
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