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First Sunday of Advent 
8:30 & 11:00am 

WELCOME TO MT. HOREB LUTHERAN CHURCH! We are delighted you have chosen to worship with 
us today. Greet one another as sisters and brothers in Christ.  Make a special effort to speak to those 
you do not know and welcome guests.    
 
Visitors, welcome! We are delighted that you are here to worship with us this morning and encourage 
you to sign our guest book in the narthex, or fill out one of the visitor cards in the pew holders and 
place it in the narthex's offertory plate when you leave today.  We would love to stay in touch with you 
and let you know more about Mt. Horeb and upcoming events in the months ahead. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION is open to all who confess their faith in Jesus and acknowledge Him to be Lord.  
Those unable to partake of wine are assured the Church affirms our Lord’s presence in, with and under 
the bread alone.    

  +GATHER+ 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

                                                                                                                                
PRELUDE:  The King Shall Come when Morning Dawns                 

Theodore Beck 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  
We stand 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

L Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  
 who alone does wonders, who lifts up the lowly,  
 who fills the hungry with good things.  
C  Amen 
L Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination 
 

L God for whom we wait, 
C in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before you. 
 We fail in believing that your good news is for us. 
 We falter in our call to tend your creation. 
 We find our sense of self in material wealth. 
 We fear those different from ourselves. 
 We forget that we are your children  
 and turn away from your love. 
 Forgive us, Blessed One,  
 and assure us again of your saving grace.  Amen. 
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L God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! 

 Through the power of the Holy Spirit, ☩ your sins are forgiven. 
 You are children of the Most High, 
 inheritors of the eternal promise, and recipients of divine mercy. 
 God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace. 
C Amen 
 
ENTRANCE HYMN                 “LIGHT ONE CANDLE”                   ELW 240 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

L Blessed are you, God of Jacob, for you promise to transform weapons 
of war into implements of planting and harvest and to teach us your way of 
peace; you promise that our night of sin is far gone and that your day of 
salvation is dawning.  As we light the first candle on this wreath, wake us 
from our sleep, wrap us in your light, empower us to live honorably, and 
guide us along your path of peace.  
O house of Jacob, come, 
C Let us walk in the light of the Lord. Amen. 
 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 
L The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the commun-

ion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
C    And also with you.     
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+WORD+ 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 

We sit 
FIRST READING:  JEREMIAH 33:14-16  
14The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I 
made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that 
time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute 
justice and righteousness in the land. 16In those days Judah will be saved and 
Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: 
“The LORD is our righteousness.” 
L  The Word of the Lord.  C  Thanks Be to God!  
 
PSALM:  PSALM 25:1-10  Read responsively by whole verse 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
 1To | you, O LORD, 
  I lift | up my soul. 
 2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame, 
  nor let my enemies triumph | over me. 
 3Let none who look to you be | put to shame; 
  rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous. 
 4Show me your | ways, O LORD, 
  and teach | me your paths.  
 5Lead me in your | truth and teach me, 
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the day long. 
 6Remember, O LORD, your compas- | sion and love, 
  for they are from | everlasting.  
 7Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions; 
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
L   Let us pray. 
C   Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful 
protection alert us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and re-
deem us for your life of justice, for you live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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good- | ness, O LORD. 
 8You are gracious and up- | right, O LORD; 
  therefore you teach sinners | in your way. 
 9You lead the low- | ly in justice 
  and teach the low- | ly your way. 
 10All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast | love and faithfulness 
  to those who keep your covenant and your | testimonies.  
 
SECOND READING:  1ST THESSALONIANS 3:9-13 
 
9How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we 
feel before our God because of you? 10Night and day we pray most ear-
nestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in 
your faith. 
  11Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our 
way to you. 12And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for 
one another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. 13And may he 
so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before 
our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 
L The Word of the Lord.   C    Thanks Be to God! 
 
We stand 
HOLY GOSPEL:  LUKE 21:25-36 
 
L  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 21st Chapter.  
C  Glory to you, O Lord! (spoken boldly) 
 [Jesus said:] 25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, 
and on the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the 
sea and the waves. 26People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is 
coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shak-
en. 27Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power 
and great glory. 28Now when these things begin to take place, stand up 
and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 
  29Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the  
trees; 30as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know 
that summer is already near. 31So also, when you see these things taking 
place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly I tell you, this 
generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. 33Heaven 
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and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
  34“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with           
dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day 
does not catch you unexpectedly, 35like a trap. For it will come upon all 
who live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be alert at all times, praying 
that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take 
place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 
 
L    The Gospel of the Lord.  
C    Praise to You, O Christ!  (spoken boldly) 
 
We sit 
SERMON                               PASTOR JOANNA 
                    
HYMN OF THE DAY “LO! He Comes with Clouds Descending”  
      Verses 1-3   LBW #27 
              
 
 
 



7 
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We stand  
APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was con-
ceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to 
the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to 
judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
THE PRAYERS 
After each portion of the prayers: 
L  Hear us, O God.  C Your mercy is great. 
 
L   With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church,  
      those in need, and all of God’s creation…… 
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your  
mercy through your Son Jesus. Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us  
pray as Jesus taught us.  

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-
dom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
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+MEAL+ 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
HOLY COMMUNION 
L The Lord be with you.  C    And also with you.  
L Lift up your hearts.       C    We lift them to the Lord  
L Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
L It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by 
his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with 
all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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We sit 
L (hold communion elements) In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remem-
brance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
L   The Body of Christ given for you. 
 The Blood of Christ shed for you. 
                                            
CHOIR HYMN            “LORD HASTEN THE DAY”   (VERSE 4) ELW #785 
              
Lord, hasten the day when our faith shall be sight, 
the clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 
the trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend;  
even so it is well with my soul. 
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We stand 
L  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 
  in his grace. 
C   Amen 

SENDING+ 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
PRAYER 
L Most High God, you have come among us at this table. 
 By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, 
 sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, 
 through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. 
 C Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
L The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 
 so that we may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
 through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 
C  Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN  “LO! He Comes with Clouds Descending”  
              Verse 4 (see Hymn of the Day)               LBW #27 
 
DISMISSAL 
L Go in Peace.  Christ is near. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE      The Day is Surely Drawing Near                    LBW #321                              
                                                                       Georg Friedrich Kauffmann 
 

 + + + 
EXPERIENCING AND SHARING GOD’S PRESENCE 

 + + + 
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Mt. Horeb Lutheran Church 
101 East Boundary Street, Chapin, SC  29036 

803/345-2000, 945-4535  -  www.mthoreb.net 
 

The mission of the Mt. Horeb congregation shall be to manifest God’s love to all people 

through the preaching and teaching of Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.  It shall be a 

healing ministry, promoting unity in the congregation and the community-at-large.  It 

shall nurture and sustain its members through loving service, encourage all to use their 

God-given talents and means, provide channels for growth, reach out to others in love, 

and offer intentional opportunities for fellowship. 

Mt. Horeb Lutheran Church 
101 East Boundary Street, Chapin, SC  29036 

803/345-2000, 945-4535  -  www.mthoreb.net 
 

To participate in God’s mission, this congregation as a part of the Church shall  

 
WORSHIP:  Joyfully proclaim the Word of God 

LEARN:    Dutifully study, teach and live the Word of God 

WITNESS:  Boldly share the Word of God 

SERVE:   Humbly and enthusiastically respond to the Word of God 

SUPPORT: Gladly give our time, talent and treasures motivated by the Word of God 

 
DISCIPLES: 
   All Members of Mt. Horeb 
 

PASTOR: 

   Ralph G. Hill 
   pastorhill@mthoreb.net 
 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR: 

   Joanna C. Gragg 
   pastorjoanna@mthoreb.net 
 
INTERIM SUPPLY 

ORGANIST/CHOIR 

DIRECTOR: 

   Bob Hawkins  
 

ADMIN. ASSISTANT: 

   Camille Joseph 
   frontdesk@mthoreb.net 
 

TREASURER: 

   Jenny Leininger 
   jenny@mthoreb.net 
 
OVERSEAS MISSIONARIES: 

Rev. Hitoshi & Satoka Adachi 

Email: hitochi.acachi@elca.org 

 satoko.adachi@elca.org 

 

 

CONGREGATION 

COUNCIL 

OFFICERS 

Vice Chair: Arnie Wodtke 

Secretary: Deena Bishop 

Treasurer:  Jenny Leininger 
 

MEMBERS 

Steve Cartin 

Peggy Miller 

Andrea Fickle 

Tim Schmidt 

Wil Hutchens 

Benny Counts 

Mattie Smith 

Derek Miller 

Rosemary Frick 

Billy Griffin 

Stephanie Stoudemayer 

David Williams 
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