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All you would need is a single candle. The church would 
be bare and dark, the chancel stripped of all furniture 
and decorations. The only thing visible would be a small, 
insignificant table. On that humble table would sit a sin-
gle, unlit candle. 

We would file in and sit for a very long time, silent as a 
Quaker meeting. We would sit long enough to begin to 
feel uneasy at the silence — and maybe even a little 
scared of the dark, as childhood fears bubble up out of 
distant memory. 

At long last, someone would march solemnly down the 
aisle and, without a word, light that single candle. The 
darkness would be pierced, shoved back by the one 
thing that has power, ultimately, to push all darkness 
back: the light. 

A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR HILL 
 

Before we bid the season of Christmas farewell, the lectionary for the first Sun-
day of January (the second Sunday after Christmas) gives an opportunity to 
pause and encourage us to have a look at a Christmas story we rarely exam-

ine, the one told by John.  

You’d have a hard time writing a children’s Christmas pageant based on 
John’s gospel. John tells of no expectant parents journeying to Bethlehem. 
There are neither shepherds nor angels. Nor are there wise men clambering 
over hill and dale, following a star. There’s not even a baby lying in a manger: 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. …” 
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“In the beginning was the Word,” says John. Words, in the Scriptures, are al-
most living things. In Genesis 1, God speaks a word and creation comes into 
being. “By the word of the Lord the heavens were made, and all their host by 
the breath of [God’s] mouth” (Psalm 33:6). God’s word is remarkably endur-
ing: “The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand 
forever” (Isaiah 40:8). 

Commenting on this Prologue to John, N.T. Wright points out how “the Word 
isn’t an abstract principle, it’s a person. And I’m going to introduce you to him 
… that’s the theme of this gospel: if you want to know who the true God is, 
look long and hard at Jesus.” 

Look long and hard at Jesus, indeed. “What has come into being” in Jesus 
Christ, says John, “was life.” Here’s where John’s vision of life in the dead of 
winter, of a glowing candle piercing the darkness, is so powerful. You don’t 
need to have had a perfect Christmas. You don’t need to have received the 
gift you always wanted. You don’t even need to have celebrated Christmas at 
all. All you need is to have encountered the One at the heart of the celebration 
and to have known, as you did so, that — as the carol says — “light and life to 
all he brings, ris’n with healing in his wings.” 

Our purpose as Christ-followers is to celebrate, in Christ, the goodness God 
intends for all! May your life be transformed by this goodness and light as we 
enter a new year. 

In Christ’s light+  

Pastor Hill  
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  A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR JOANNA 

 

Transformed on the Mount, Grace-filled and Faith-formed! 
 
It’s 2022, and we are relearning how these things are true in our activity 
as a community at Mount Horeb Lutheran Church.  Transformation is a 
beautiful word and concept, and it can be exemplified in our baptism from 
God and in our new birth, sent forth to be enlightened and nourished by 
the gift of the faith community.  It is a learning process, as is everything in 
life. 
 
We are always learning new things, new ways of doing and being a com-
munity of faith.  It hits me and my understanding as we have closed the 
calendar year and started a new one; especially because we are even re-
learning and reevaluating how a church shares what they are about (do 
you do worship online?  What does Sunday school look like?  Is that 
meeting on zoom? These are just a few quick examples). 
 
Our meetings and interactions at Mount Horeb are different than they 
used to be and we are still the loving and caring people who we have al-
ways been.  What we want to accomplish in 2022 is a result, a natural 
outgrowth of what we have experienced, who we are, and who God is 
amid our lives that have included a pandemic.  Pastor Hill and I have 
talked about the goal for 2022 is primarily to tell our story that includes 
our transformation in baptism as a grace filled and faith formed communi-
ty.  Please join us in praying about what this looks like and what precisely 
you are and can get excited about in the coming months. 
 
+Peace and New Year Joy to you and your families, 
Pastor Joanna Gragg 
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CONFIRMATION INSTRUCTION continues for 6th through 8th 
grade students. It is led by Pastors Joanna and Hill in 
room #203 each Sunday from 9:45-10:45am. The three-
year curriculum focus includes Small Catechism, The Old 
Testament, and The New Testament and is a part of Mt 
Horeb’s faith formation for all children from nursery age 
through High School. This year’s focus is on the Old Testament.  

 
 
Gayle Wicker    Springfield Place, 2000 Springfield       
         Circle, Room 12, Newberry, SC 29108. 
 
Will Rodgers    817 Boatswain Loop, Chapin, SC 29036 
 
Ginny Hatfield  Clemson Downs Nursing Care, 500   

                Downs Loop, Room 11B, Clemson, SC  
                29631 
 
      Louis Kolb &     121 Breezy Point Lane, Leesville, SC  
      Evelyn Griggs   29070 

 
OFFICE HELP NEEDED We are in need of volunteers for 2022 
to help deliver newsletters and other mass mailings to the 
post office and to change the sign each week in front of the 
church. If you think you can help with either of these, contact 
the church office at 345-2000. Thank you! 

LEARN MINISTRY TEAM Join us for Sunday morning Sunday School at 9:45 
am. Currently, classes will be available for K-2nd grades, 3-5th grades, 
Confirmation for 6th–8th grades, and 9th-12th grades, the Interaction Class 
(adults), and Café 432 (adults). Café 432 is an informal class in the cor-
ner of the Fellowship Hall for any parents/adults who gather over refresh-
ments to Dwell in the Word (using the lessons in the bulletin) and have 
faith conversations.   

2022 ANNUAL COUNCIL RETREAT  The Mt. Horeb Council will 
hold its 2022 planning retreat on January 28-29. We will 
meet Friday from 7-9:00pm and return on Saturday from 
8:00am – 1:30pm (breakfast and lunch provided). Please 
keep your Council Members in prayer!     
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PROGRAM is in need of canned pasta. Please leave your 
donations at the Welcome Center in the Narthex. Mt. 
Horeb has committed to provide 184 cans per week!  If 
you have questions, contact Barry McCall.  Thank you! 
 

OFFICE HOURS  
Office hours are Monday 9am-
Noon and Tuesday-Friday  
8:30am-4pm. 
 

NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION If you are looking for a 
church home, you are welcome at Mt. Horeb! We in-
vite you to contact a pastor to learn about Mt. 
Horeb’s history, our Vision for Mission, and God’s 
call to ministry rooted in Baptism. Mt. Horeb mem-
bers are also encouraged to extend an invitation to 
anyone seeking a church home (neighbor, co-worker, 
friend, acquaintance).  

 
CHOIR REHEARSAL Join us each Sunday from 9:30-
10:00am in the choir room. All are welcome! 

 

ATTENTION ALL MINISTRY TEAMS If you have not done so, turn in your an-
nual reports to the church office for the 2022 Directory. 

LUTHERAN MEN IN MISSION: Lutheran Men will be returning to their monthly 
supper/program meetings in 2022 on the 2nd Monday of each month. Al-
so, February’s meeting will be a special “Ladies Night” on Sunday, Febru-
ary 13th at 5:00 pm.  

Join us on Monday, January 10th at 6:30 pm, for a meal followed by a 
presentation by Pastor Hill of the Israel site, Masada. Masada is an an-
cient fortification in the Southern District of Israel situated on top of an 
isolated rock plateau. It is located on the eastern edge of the Judaean 
Desert, overlooking the Dead Sea. Herod the Great built two palaces for 
himself on the mountain and fortified Masada between 37 and 31 BCE. 
All members are invited to attend. Sign up at the welcome center so we 
can have an accurate count for the meal.    

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fortification
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plateau
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judaean_Desert
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dead_Sea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judaean_Desert


6 

DON’T FORGET ABOUT WE CARE, our community out-
reach agency!  Collection boxes can be found both 
upstairs and downstairs.  Here is a list of constant 
needs: 
 +Peanut butter/jelly         +Spam 
 +Chili, soup          +Canned chicken 
 +Dried beans         +Grits, rice 
 +Pasta, spaghetti sauce    +Mac & Cheese 
 +Turnip/collard greens     +Pork & Beans 
 +Laundry detergent      +Personal hygiene items 
 +Canned tuna/salmon      (toothbrushes, toothpaste, etc.) 
 

2022 ALTAR FLOWERS CHART  is now located on the    
bulletin board outside of the Narthex.  Please sign up 
for the Sunday of your choice.  If you would like the  
office to order Altar flowers for you, let us know and 
you can pay Mt. Horeb directly ($52) by dropping by 
the church office or placing in the offering plate desig-
nating it to the Altar Flower Fund. Thank you for your   
support! 

COVID-19 UPDATE 
Covid case numbers have seen an increase in recent days. As we gath-
er for worship, please be mindful of others. Masks and distancing are 
suggested. Mt. Horeb endorses CDC guidelines (stay home of not feel-
ing well, suggested spacing, vaccinations, and mask wearing) for indoor 
activities. We all seek to provide a safe environment as we think of each 
other. Thanks! 

We want to thank our Mt. Horeb Family for the bag 
of delicious and helpful items shared with us. Your 
prayers and kindness are most appreciated. God 
Bless!  Charlie and Ann Shealy 

Dear Members of Mt. Horeb, Cindy and I want to thank you for your love 
and support in 2021, especially at Christmas. We are so appreciative of 
your compassion and generosity. We thank God for you and look for-
ward to God’s leading us together in 2022!  
Love, Pastor Hill and Cindy  
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YOUR RESPONSE OF FINANCIAL SUPPORT to Mt. 
Horeb continues to be a blessing! Offerings may 
also be sent in by mail, placed in the drop box 
near the portico, or provided online through Pay-

Pal and Tithe.ly (look for the red ‘Donate Online’ button). We are 
thankful for everyone’s prayerful support, and your offerings are 
greatly appreciated. 

 

 
MINISTRY TEAM LEADERS Pastor 
Joanna and Pastor Hill invite you 
to meet on Sunday, January 9, 
5:30 – 6:15pm.  We need two 
leaders from each ministry team; 
if you are or have been on any 
ministry team, please check in 
with our council members and 
make sure you are represented at 
the meeting.  We will review our 
goals for 2022 and set the tone for 
our continued mission at Mount 
Horeb. In Christ and together we 
serve, 
Worship Team  
Learn Team 
Youth Ministry Team  
Witness Team  
Serve Team  
Social Ministry Team  
Fellowship Team  
Property Team  
Cemetery Team  
Preschool Team 
Finance Team  
Stewardship Team  
Human Resources Team 
Ministry Review Team  
Mutual Ministry Team 

 
STEWARDSHIP NEWS Thanks to all of 
our members for your support of Mt. 
Horeb’s ministry. At the Annual Con-
gregational Meeting, our 2022 Minis-
try Spending Plan was approved 
(96%). Many also responded to the 
Commitment Sunday as they turned 
in their Time & Talent and Offering 
Commitment cards. Thank you for 
your generous response! Our two 
goals for next year areas:  
—Reimagine and realign the ministry 
teams so each team can passionate-
ly tell others what they want to do this 
year, how they are going to do it and 
how this will make them feel fulfilled 
as a team as well as personally.  
—Increase member contact through 
multiple channels, opportunities, 
events and themes. 
If you haven’t filled out a T&T card or 
offering commitment card, we invite 
you to do so. They are available at 
the church office. Members are invit-
ed to support and participate in our 
Core Ministry areas. Spiritual gift in-
ventories are available to help you 
discern areas you have gifts for min-
istry. Together, we will make a differ-
ence!  
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 Highlights of Congregational Council Meeting for DECEMBER 2021 

 

The council met on Sunday, December 12, 2021 via Zoom.  The council 
took action on or discussed the following items: 

 

The council elected officers for 2022.  Rosemary Frick will serve as 
Vice Chair and Trina Free will serve as Secretary.  

The Serve Team reported that the Angel Tree project was successful 
and 24 families were adopted and many gift cards were collected 
for donation to We Care to distribute for Christmas. 

The Learn Team is planning to organize VBS this year.  They are also 
looking at options to expand the children’s Sunday School and    
offer a coffee hour for parents while the children attend Sunday 
School. 

The Fellowship Team is gearing up for a caroling event on December 
19. 

The Finance Team reported that for the month of November, reve-

nues totaled $42,703 and expenses totaled $43,389 for net loss of 

$686.  Year-to-date revenues through November were $476,370 

and expenses were $481,527 for a year-to-date net loss of $5,157.  

The team is very thankful that our members understand the        

importance of giving and appreciate that it continues to remain 

strong. 
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  PRAYING FOR: 

+Annette Stuck 
+Jane Ramsey 
+Don Ramsey 
+Vie Wilmot 
+Henri Bishop 
+Miller Lindler 
+Ron Stockman 
+Jim Johnston 
+Aubrey Metts 
+Patsy Comalander 
+Mary Kern 
+Ginny Hatfield 
+Carolyn Bishop 
+Brady Amick 
+Nancy Crogen 
+Charlie Shealy 
+Gayle Wicker 
+Billy Rauch 
+Margaret Greene 
+Bonnie Counts 
+Brian Comalander 
+Jim Pope 
+Tess Wessinger 
+Fred Stuart 
+Pauline Wodtke 
+Sharon Shealy 
+John Rodgers and family on the death of 
his mother, Inga Rodgers 
+The family of Starling Lowman on her 
death 

PRAYING FOR FRIENDS OF OUR CHURCH     
FAMILY: 

+ Sonny Blocker, brother-in-law of Robbie 
Koon DeFreese 

+ Cindy Heming, Gavin Wells’ godmother 
+ Melissa Smith, sister of Dean Smith 
+ Ronnie Chapman, nephew of Rosemary 

Frick 
+ Sadie Gillian, friend of Jennifer Wells 
+ Marie Fulmer, niece of Loretta Griffin & 

family 
+ Amelia Kinard, sister of Billy Griffin 
 

 
+ Jeanne Thompson, sister of Susan Addy 
+ Sarah Grace Jerkins, great-niece of Anne 

Wessinger 
+ Linda Floyd, friend of John & Cathy 

Rodgers 
+ Sue Carver, friend of Joanne Wessinger 

Hill 
+ Tyler Grubbs, friend of Lillie Free 
+ David Owens, friend of Edward Neeley, 

Fred Garren and Tommy Hill 
+ Lorraine Revels, daughter of friend of  
 JoAnne Hill 
+ Al Zaback, cousin of Jerry & Vicky  
 Shealy 
+ Sally Thompson, sister-in-law of Susan 

Addy 
+ Diane Nichol, friend of Susan Addy 
+ Keith & Bonnie Maddox, Cindy Rego’s 

parents 
+ Evren Ray, great-niece of Susan Addy 
+ Chris & Eddie Shealy, sons of Gene & 

Ann B. Shealy 
+ Sherri Adams, Paul Rego’s sister 
+ Tommy Ward, friend of Jim Pope 
+ William Eckley, cousin of Vicky Shealy 
+ Payton Dominick, great-nephew of  
 Glenda Lindler 
+ Tyler Richardson, son-in-law of Pastor 

Dick & Jeannie Webber 
+  Heidi Smith, Lew’s wife 
+  Todd Buehler, Debbie Hjelseth’s brother 
+  Landon Derrick, Wes Hill’s classmate & 

friend 
+ Jimmy and Liane Talbert, uncle and aunt 

of Mattie Smith 
+ Richard Gregerson, son of Vie Wilmot 
+ Heidi Smith, wife of Lew Smith 
+ All those serving in the military 
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If you do not see your birthday or anniversary 

(or if our info is incorrect), please contact the 

church office. Thank you. 

   BIRTHDAYS 
 
 1  Bryan Bolen 

 2  Joan Suhr 

     Haley Shealy 

 4  Todd Comalander 

     Jonathan Miller 

 6 Janet Bailey 

 Gail Bundrick 

     Michael Hatchell 

 8 Pete Ayoub 

     Sandy Zdrojewski 

9 Troy Comalander 

      Linda Moser 

12   Pastor Dick Webber 

13   Justin Luck 

       Lisa McDonald 

14   Andrea Hollis 

15  Brian Rister 

      Greg Fulcher 

       Jerry Mesimer 

17  Pat Lewandowski  

      Corey Shaver 

19  Fred Garren 

22  Bill Barton 

      Evan Sansbury 

      Claire Cherry 

23 Glenda Lindler 

      Carol Teal 

      Gavin Wells 

 

 

25 Haley Hutchens 

     Caleb Williams 

     Eric Schmidt 

26 Maria McCall 

     Tyler Shealy 

27 Kenneth E. Shealy 

       Sharon S. Shealy 

       Brian Wells 

28 Travis Goodman 

       Jacob McCall 

30 Ben Goodman 

       Jane Ramsey 

 

 ANNIVERSARIES 
 
 3 Pastor Ralph & Cindy Hill -35 

 4 Wayne & Gloria Addy -53 

 6 Brian & Jennifer Wells -15 

21       Randy & Susan Addy -51 

23 Bob & Lorraine Irwin -62 

30 Marion & Rosemary Frick -51 



JANUARY 2022 CALENDAR 

      Pastor Joanna’s Day Off—Thursday                       Pastor Hill’s Day Off—Saturday 

 

Sun, Jan 2   8:30  In-person & 
(White)      Livestream w/ 
      Holy Communion 
   9:45  LEARN 
 11:00  In-person w/ Holy  
      Communion 
 
Wed, Jan 5 11:00  Dorcas Circle 
 
Thur, Jan 6   7:00  Finance 
    
 
 

Sun, Jan 9   8:30  In-person &  
(White)      Livestream w/ 
      Holy Communion 
   9:45  LEARN 
 11:00  In-person w/ Holy  
      Communion 
   5:00  Worship Team  
  5:30  Ministry Team Leader 
       Meeting  
   7:00  Council Meeting 
 
Mon, Jan 10   6:30  Lutheran Men 
 
Wed, Jan 12   8:00  LCY Donuts &  
      Devotions 
  10:00 Miriam Circle 

Sun, Jan 16   8:30   In-person &  
(Green)       Livestream w/ 
       Holy Communion 
   9:45    LEARN 
 11:00   In-person w/ Holy  
        Communion 
    
Tue, Jan 18   6:00    LutheReaders 
                                      
Wed, Jan 19   8:00   LCY Donuts &  
       Devotions 
 
Thur, Jan 20  6:30  Agape Circle 
 

Sun, Jan 23   8:30   In-person &  
(Green)       Livestream w/ 
       Holy Communion 
   9:45   LEARN 
 11:00   In-person w/ Holy  
       Communion 
                                   
Wed, Jan 26   8:00   LCY Donuts &  
       Devotions 
 
Sun, Jan 30    8:30  Outdoor Worship  
(Green)       w/ Holy Communion 
   9:45    LEARN 
  11:00   Indoor Worship &  

       livestream  w/ Holy  
                                  Communion             
 
 
                                            
 



Contact Us 

Mt. Horeb Lutheran  

101 East Boundary St. 

Chapin, SC  29036 

(803) 345-2000 

mthoreb.net 

Ralph G. Hill, Pastor  

pastorhill@mthoreb.net 

 

Joanna C. Gragg,  

Associate Pastor 

pastorjoanna@mthoreb.net 

 

Camille  Joseph, Admin  

frontdesk@mthoreb.net 

 

Jenny Leininger, Treasurer 

jenny@mthoreb.net 

 
UPCOMING LCY EVENTS 

 
January’s Youth Calendar at a glance: 

 
This month the youth group kicks off 2022 with: 
 Donuts and devotions every Wednesday 

(starting January 12, 8:15-9:00 at the Daily 
Grind in Chapin) 

 Our first synod youth event in 2022 for 9th and 
10th graders  (Jan. 21-23, 2022) 

 Sunday school and confirmation at 9:45 every 
Sunday 

 
Look out for more events and details in your 
email. Happy new year!   
 
+the youth ministry planning team 

MHLC 

101 E. Boundary St. 
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