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Second Sunday of Advent 
8:30 & 11:00am 

WELCOME TO MT. HOREB LUTHERAN CHURCH! We are delighted you have chosen to worship with 
us today. Greet one another as sisters and brothers in Christ.  Make a special effort to speak to those 
you do not know and welcome guests.    
 
Visitors, welcome! We are delighted that you are here to worship with us this morning and encourage 
you to sign our guest book in the narthex, or fill out one of the visitor cards in the pew holders and 
place it in the narthex's offertory plate when you leave today.  We would love to stay in touch with you 
and let you know more about Mt. Horeb and upcoming events in the months ahead. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION is open to all who confess their faith in Jesus and acknowledge Him to be Lord.  
Those unable to partake of wine are assured the Church affirms our Lord’s presence in, with and under 
the bread alone.    

  +GATHER+ 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

                                                                                                                                
PRELUDE:  Blessed Be the God of Israel                              ELW #250         

Harold Owen 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  
We stand 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

L Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  
 who alone does wonders, who lifts up the lowly,  
 who fills the hungry with good things.  
C  Amen 
L Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination 
 

L God for whom we wait, 
C in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before you. 
 We fail in believing that your good news is for us. 
 We falter in our call to tend your creation. 
 We find our sense of self in material wealth. 
 We fear those different from ourselves. 
 We forget that we are your children  
 and turn away from your love. 
 Forgive us, Blessed One,  
 and assure us again of your saving grace.  Amen. 
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L God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! 

 Through the power of the Holy Spirit, ☩ your sins are forgiven. 
 You are children of the Most High, 
 inheritors of the eternal promise, and recipients of divine mercy. 
 God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace. 
C Amen 
 
ENTRANCE HYMN                 “LIGHT TWO CANDLES”                   ELW 240 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

L Blessed are you, God of Hope, for you promise to bring forth a shoot 
from the stump of Jesse who will bring justice to the poor, who will deliver 
the needy and crush the oppressor, who will stand as a signal of help for all 
people.  As we light these candles, turn our wills to bear the fruit of repent-
ance, transform our hearts to live in justice and harmony with one anoth-
er, and fix our eyes on the root of Jesse, Jesus Christ, the hope of all na-
tions.  
O people of hope, come,  
C Let us rejoice in the faithfulness of the Lord.  Amen. 
 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 
L The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the commun-

ion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
C    And also with you.     
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+WORD+ 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 

We sit 
FIRST READING:  MALACHI 3:1-4  
1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord 
whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the cove-
nant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But 
who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? 
  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and 
purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like 
gold and silver, until they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. 4Then 
the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days 
of old and as in former years. 
L  The Word of the Lord.  C  Thanks Be to God!  
 
PSALM:  LUKE 1:68-79  Read responsively by whole verse 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
 68Blessed are you, Lord, the | God of Israel, 
  you have come to your people and | set them free. 
 69You have raised up for us a | mighty Savior, 
  born of the house of your | servant David.  
 70Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us | from our ene-
mies, 
  71from the hands of | all who hate us, 
 72to show mercy | to our forebears, 
  and to remember your | holy covenant. 
 73This was the oath you swore to our | father Abraham: 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
L   Let us pray. 
C   Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only 
Son. By his coming give to all the people of the world knowledge 
of your salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 
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  74to set us free from the hands of our | enemies, 
 free to worship you | without fear, 
  75holy and righteous before you, all the days | of our life.  
 76And you, child, shall be called the prophet of | the Most High, 
  for you will go before the Lord to pre- | pare the way, 
 77to give God’s people knowledge | of salvation 
  by the forgiveness | of their sins. 
 78In the tender compassion | of our God 
  the dawn from on high shall | break upon us, 
 79to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shad-
 | ow of death, 
  and to guide our feet into the | way of peace.  
 
SECOND READING:  PHILIPPIANS 3:3-11 
 
3I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with joy 
in every one of my prayers for all of you, 5because of your sharing in the 
gospel from the first day until now. 6I am confident of this, that the one 
who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day 
of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to think this way about all of you, be-
cause you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with 
me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the 
gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compas-
sion of Christ Jesus. 9And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow 
more and more with knowledge and full insight 10to help you to deter-
mine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and 
blameless, 11having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes 
through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 
L The Word of the Lord.   C    Thanks Be to God! 
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We stand 
HOLY GOSPEL:  LUKE 3:1-6 
 
L  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 21st Chapter.  
C  Glory to you, O Lord! (spoken boldly) 
1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pi-
late was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his 
brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysani-
as ruler of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, 
the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3He 
went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of re-
pentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the book of the 
words of the prophet Isaiah, 
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight. 
 5Every valley shall be filled, 
  and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
 and the crooked shall be made straight, 
  and the rough ways made smooth; 
 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 
 
L    The Gospel of the Lord.  
C    Praise to You, O Christ!  (spoken boldly) 
 
We sit 
SERMON                                       PASTOR HILL 
                    
HYMN OF THE DAY      “ON JORDAN’S BANK THE BAPTIST’S CRY”  
      Verses 1-3          ELW #249 
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We stand  
APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was con-
ceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to 
the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to 
judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
THE PRAYERS 
After each portion of the prayers: 
L  Hear us, O God.  C Your mercy is great. 
 
L   With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church,  
      those in need, and all of God’s creation…… 
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your  
mercy through your Son Jesus. Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us  
pray as Jesus taught us.  

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-
dom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
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+MEAL+ 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
HOLY COMMUNION 
L The Lord be with you.  C    And also with you.  
L Lift up your hearts.       C    We lift them to the Lord  
L Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
L It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by 
his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with 
all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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We sit 
L (hold communion elements) In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remem-
brance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
L   The Body of Christ given for you. 
 The Blood of Christ shed for you. 
                                            
CHOIR HYMN     “O LORD HOW SHALL I MEET YOU”     Verse 3   ELW #241
                      

Love caused your incarnation, love brought you down to me. 
Your thirst for my salvation procured my liberty. 

Oh, love beyond all telling, that led you to embrace in love, 
all love excelling, our lost and fallen race. 
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We stand 
L  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 
  in his grace. 
C   Amen 

SENDING+ 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
PRAYER 
L Most High God, you have come among us at this table. 
 By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, 
 sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, 
 through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. 
 C Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
L The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 
 so that we may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
 through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 
C  Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN  “ON JORDAN’S BANK THE BAPTIST’S CRY”  
           Verse 5-6 (see Hymn of the Day)            ELW #249 
 
DISMISSAL 
L Go in peace.  Christ is near. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE:  Straight Shall Be What Long Was Crooked  ELW #256                                                                                                              
                                                 Verse 3                                   Peter Gerritz 
 

 
 

              + + + 
              EXPERIENCING AND SHARING GOD’S PRESENCE 
                                + + + 
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Mt. Horeb Lutheran Church 
101 East Boundary Street, Chapin, SC  29036 

803/345-2000, 945-4535  -  www.mthoreb.net 
 

The mission of the Mt. Horeb congregation shall be to manifest God’s love to all people 

through the preaching and teaching of Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.  It shall be a 

healing ministry, promoting unity in the congregation and the community-at-large.  It 

shall nurture and sustain its members through loving service, encourage all to use their 

God-given talents and means, provide channels for growth, reach out to others in love, 

and offer intentional opportunities for fellowship. 

Mt. Horeb Lutheran Church 
101 East Boundary Street, Chapin, SC  29036 

803/345-2000, 945-4535  -  www.mthoreb.net 
 

To participate in God’s mission, this congregation as a part of the Church shall  

 
WORSHIP:  Joyfully proclaim the Word of God 

LEARN:    Dutifully study, teach and live the Word of God 

WITNESS:  Boldly share the Word of God 

SERVE:   Humbly and enthusiastically respond to the Word of God 

SUPPORT: Gladly give our time, talent and treasures motivated by the Word of God 

 
DISCIPLES: 
   All Members of Mt. Horeb 
 

PASTOR: 

   Ralph G. Hill 
   pastorhill@mthoreb.net 
 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR: 

   Joanna C. Gragg 
   pastorjoanna@mthoreb.net 
 
INTERIM SUPPLY 

ORGANIST/CHOIR 

DIRECTOR: 

   Bob Hawkins  
 

ADMIN. ASSISTANT: 

   Camille Joseph 
   frontdesk@mthoreb.net 
 

TREASURER: 

   Jenny Leininger 
   jenny@mthoreb.net 
 
OVERSEAS MISSIONARIES: 

Rev. Hitoshi & Satoka Adachi 

Email: hitochi.acachi@elca.org 

 satoko.adachi@elca.org 

 

 

CONGREGATION 

COUNCIL 

OFFICERS 

Vice Chair: Arnie Wodtke 

Secretary: Deena Bishop 

Treasurer:  Jenny Leininger 
 

MEMBERS 

Steve Cartin 

Peggy Miller 

Andrea Fickle 

Tim Schmidt 

Wil Hutchens 

Benny Counts 

Mattie Smith 

Derek Miller 

Rosemary Frick 

Billy Griffin 

Stephanie Stoudemayer 

David Williams 
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