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Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 
WELCOME TO MT. HOREB LUTHERAN CHURCH! We are delighted you have chosen to worship with 
us today. Greet one another as sisters and brothers in Christ.  Make a special effort to speak to those 
you do not know and welcome guests.    
 
Visitors, welcome! We are delighted that you are here to worship with us this morning and encourage 
you to sign our guest book in the narthex, or fill out one of the visitor cards in the pew holders and 
place it in the narthex's offertory plate when you leave today.  We would love to stay in touch with you 
and let you know more about Mt. Horeb and upcoming events in the months ahead. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION is open to all who confess their faith in Jesus and acknowledge Him to be Lord.  
Those unable to partake of wine are assured the Church affirms our Lord’s presence in, with and under 
the bread alone.    

                                                                                                                                
prelude:  o love, that will not let me go     lbw 324 
              - J. Bert Carlson  
 
welcome 

gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
We stand 
thanksgiving for baptism 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
 Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 In the waters of baptism, 
 we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ, 
 and we are a new creation. 
 For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God, 
 who was, who is, and who is to come. 
 
P  We thank you, God, for your river of life, 
 flowing freely from your throne: … 
 
P   … To you, our Beginning and our End, 
 our Shepherd and Lamb, 
 be honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving, 
 now and forever. 
C Amen. 
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opening hymn:  christ is alive!  let christians sing        
       (verses 1-3)             elw 389 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

apostolic greeting 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the com-

munion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
C       And also with you.     
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hymn of praise 
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prayer of the day  
P     Let us pray. 
C      O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions 
 gain nothing. Pour into our hearts your most excellent 
 gift of love, that, made alive by your Spirit, we may 
 know goodness and peace, through your Son, Jesus 
 Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
 you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
 Amen. 

word  
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 

We sit 
first reading:  acts 11:1-18 
1Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the 
Gentiles had also accepted the word of God. 2So when Peter went up 
to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him, 3saying, “Why 
did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?” 4Then Peter be-
gan to explain it to them, step by step, saying, 5“I was in the city of 
Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something 
like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four 
corners; and it came close to me. 6As I looked at it closely I saw four-
footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. 7I also 
heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8But I replied, 
‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered 
my mouth.’ 9But a second time the voice answered from heaven, 
‘What God has made clean, you must not call profane.’ 10This hap-
pened three times; then everything was pulled up again to heav-
en. 11At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, ar-
rived at the house where we were. 12The Spirit told me to go with 
them and not to make a distinction between them and us. These six 
brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. 13He 
told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, 
‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; 14he will give you 
a message by which you and your entire household will be 
saved.’ 15And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just 
as it had upon us at the beginning. 16And I remembered the word of 
the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be  



6 

 
baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17If then God gave them the same gift that he 
gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could 
hinder God?” 18When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised 
God, saying, “Then God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that 
leads to life.” 
P  The Word of the Lord.  C   Thanks Be to God!  
 
psalm:  psalm 148  (Read responsively) 
 1Hallelujah! Praise the Lord| from the heavens; 
  praise God | in the heights. 
 2Praise the Lord, | all you angels; 
  sing praise, all you | hosts of heaven. 
 3Praise the Lord, | sun and moon; 
  sing praise, all you | shining stars. 
 4Praise the Lord, heav- | en of heavens, 
  and you waters a- | bove the heavens. 
 5Let them praise the name | of the Lord, 
  who commanded, and they | were created, 
 6who made them stand fast forev- | er and ever, 
  giving them a law that shall not | pass away.  
 7Praise the Lord| from the earth, 
  you sea monsters | and all deeps; 
 8fire and hail, | snow and fog, 
  tempestuous wind, do- | ing God’s will; 
 9mountains | and all hills, 
  fruit trees | and all cedars; 
 10wild beasts | and all cattle, 
  creeping things and | flying birds; 
 11sovereigns of the earth | and all peoples, 
  princes and all rulers | of the world; 
 12young | men and maidens, 
  old and | young together.  
 13Let them praise the name | of the Lord, 
  whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over | earth and heaven. 
 14The Lord has raised up strength for the people and praise for 
all | faithful servants, 
  the children of Israel, a people who are near 
the Lord. | Hallelujah!  
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second reading:  revelation 21:1-6 
1I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth 
had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, the new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
 “See, the home of God is among mortals. 
 He will dwell with them; 
 they will be his peoples, 
 and God himself will be with them; 
 4he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
 Death will be no more; 
 mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
 for the first things have passed away.” 
 5And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all 
things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and 
true.” 6Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the be-
ginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of 
the water of life.” 
P The Word of the Lord.   C    Thanks Be to God! 
 
We stand 
gospel acclamation 
(We sing it twice) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

holy gospel:  john 13:31-35 

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 13th Chapter.   
C  Glory to you, O Lord! (spoken boldly) 
31When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, 
and God has been glorified in him. 32If God has been glorified in him, God will 
also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33Little children, I am 
with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so 
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now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34I give you a new com-
mandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also 
should love one another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my disci-
ples, if you have love for one another.” 
P  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C      Praise to You, O Christ!  (spoken boldly) 
 
We sit 
music moment with dr. bob 
  
sermon                                                                                  pastor joanna 
 
hymn of the day:  a new commandment          wov 664  
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We stand  
NICENE CREED   
P  With the whole church, let us confess our faith  
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and  
glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

the prayers 
After each portion of the prayers: 
P  God, in your mercy,  C hear our prayer. 
 
P Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of  
 resurrection for the church, people in need, and all of creation. 
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P In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by 
 your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C Amen. 

lord’s prayer 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-
 passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
 lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For 
 thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
 and ever. Amen.  
 
P  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C  And also with you. 
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meal 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
(Communion is offered individually or at the Altar Rail 1st & 3rd Sun-

days—2nd, 4th, & 5th Sundays individually or at stations set up front 
by the Baptismal Font) 

 
holy communion 
P The Lord be with you.  C    And also with you.  
P Lift up your hearts.       C    We lift them to the Lord  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
 that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
 for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
 the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
 who in dying has destroyed death, 
 and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
 And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 
 resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
 and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
 and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 
 and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remem
 brance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup,  gave thanks, 
 and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in 
 my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me.  
P Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
 
We sit                                 
communion hymn:  break now the bread of life      elw 515 
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We stand 
P   The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace. 
C    Amen 

sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
prayer 
P We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup 
 we have tasted the new heaven and earth 
 where hunger and thirst are no more. 
 Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection, 
 that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name. 
 C Amen. 
 
blessing 
P God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone, 

 and the life-giving Spirit of adoption, ☩ bless you now and forever. 
C   Amen. 
 
closing hymn:  christ is alive!  let christians sing          
                (see opening hymn) (verses 4-5)      elw 389 
 
 
dismissal 
 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
P Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
postlude:  glorious things of you are spoken       elw 647 
 
 
 
 

+ + + 
  EXPERIENCING AND SHARING GOD’S PRESENCE 

 + + + 
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         CHILDREN’S PAGES 

Today is the 5th Sunday of Easter.  During the season of Easter we remember that 
we’re all part of God’s family!  Help the farmer deliver this basket of eggs to the 
townspeople. 
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Peter thought God only loved some people.  But God showed him that the opposite was 
true — God loves all people.  Write down the opposite of each item on the list below. 

New Life — Just like God gives us new life, we see many signs of new life in God’s 
creation.  An egg is an example of new life.  It reminds us that our world is continually 
being made new.  In this egg shell, draw a baby chick. 
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Mt. Horeb Lutheran Church 
101 East Boundary Street, Chapin, SC  29036 
803/345-2000, 945-4535  -  www.mthoreb.net 

 

The mission of the Mt. Horeb congregation shall be to manifest God’s love to all 
people through the preaching and teaching of Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.  It shall 
be a healing ministry, promoting unity in the congregation and the community-at-large.  
It shall nurture and sustain its members through loving service, encourage all to use 
their God-given talents and means, provide channels for growth, reach out to others in 
love, and offer intentional opportunities for fellowship. 

Mt. Horeb Lutheran Church 
101 East Boundary Street, Chapin, SC  29036 
803/345-2000, 945-4535  -  www.mthoreb.net 

 

To participate in God’s mission, this congregation as a part of the Church shall  
 
WORSHIP:  Joyfully proclaim the Word of God 
LEARN:    Dutifully study, teach and live the Word of God 
WITNESS:  Boldly share the Word of God 
SERVE:   Humbly and enthusiastically respond to the Word of God 
SUPPORT: Gladly give our time, talent and treasures motivated by the Word of God 

 
DISCIPLES: 
   All Members of Mt. Horeb 
 

PASTOR: 
   Ralph G. Hill 
   pastorhill@mthoreb.net 
 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR: 
   Joanna C. Gragg 
   pastorjoanna@mthoreb.net 
 
INTERIM SUPPLY 
ORGANIST/CHOIR 
DIRECTOR: 
   Bob Hawkins  
 

ADMINISTRATOR: 
   Camille Joseph 
   frontdesk@mthoreb.net 
 

TREASURER: 
   Jenny Leininger 
   jenny@mthoreb.net 
 
PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR: 
   Peggy Miller 
   preschool@mthoreb.net 
 
OVERSEAS MISSIONARIES: 
Rev. Hitoshi & Satoka Adachi 
Email: hitochi.acachi@elca.org 
 satoko.adachi@elca.org 
 
 

CONGREGATION 
COUNCIL 
Officers 

Vice Chair: Rosemary Frick 
Secretary: Trina Free 

Treasurer:  Jenny Leininger 
 

Members 
Lisa McDonald 

Tim Schmidt 
Wil Hutchens 
Benny Counts 
Mattie Smith 
Derek Miller 

Rae Davis 
Heather Adams 

Billy Griffin 
Stephanie Stoudemayer 

David Williams 
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America. Hymns reproduced by permission of Christian Copyright Licensing, Inc. For use solely with the 
SongSelect Terms of Use.  All rights Reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License Nos. 2676735;  expiration date 
9/30/2022; CCLI Steaming License No. 20674273, expiration 7/30/2022; OneLicense #A710971, expiration 
date 2/7/2023.  The Prelude and Postlude are played with permission of St. James Music Press under the 
congregation’s license. 


