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Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

WELCOME TO MT. HOREB LUTHERAN CHURCH! We are delighted you have chosen to worship with 
us today. Greet one another as sisters and brothers in Christ.  Make a special effort to speak to those 
you do not know and welcome guests.    
 
Visitors, welcome! We are delighted that you are here to worship with us this morning and encourage 
you to sign our guest book in the narthex, or fill out one of the visitor cards in the pew holders and 
place it in the narthex's offertory plate when you leave today.  We would love to stay in touch with you 
and let you know more about Mt. Horeb and upcoming events in the months ahead. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION is open to all who confess their faith in Jesus and acknowledge Him to be Lord.  
Those unable to partake of wine are assured the Church affirms our Lord’s presence in, with and under 
the bread alone.    
  

  +GATHER+ 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
prelude:   My Faith Looks Up to Thee [ELW 759]       -- Robert Lau 
 

                                                                                                                                   
welcome and announcements 
 
We stand 
confession and forgiveness 
P Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
 whose steadfast love endures forever. 
C  Amen. 
 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection  
 

P Merciful God, 
C we confess that we have not followed your path 
 but have chosen our own way. 
 Instead of putting others before ourselves, 
 we long to take the best seats at the table. 
 When met by those in need, 
 we have too often passed by on the other side. 
 Set us again on the path of life. 
 Save us from ourselves 
 and free us to love our neighbors. Amen. 
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P Hear the good news! God does not deal with us according to our sins 
 but delights in granting pardon and mercy.  In the name of ☩ Jesus 
 Christ, your sins are forgiven. You are free to love as God loves. 
C Amen. 
 
opening hymn:   oh god, who gives us life and breath  

(verses 1-4) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
apostolic greeting 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 

 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C    And also with you. 
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kyrie 
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prayer of the day 
Let us pray: 
P Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of 
 your church. Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may 
 be ready to receive you wherever you appear, through Jesus Christ, 
 our Savior and Lord. 
C Amen. 

+WORD+ 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

We sit 
first reading:  genesis 15:1-6 
    1After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do 
not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very 
great.” 2But Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you give me, for I contin-
ue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And 
Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my 
house is to be my heir.” 4But the word of the Lord came to him, “This man 
shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your 
heir.” 5He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count 
the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall 
your descendants be.” 6And he believed the Lord; and the Lord reckoned 
it to him as righteousness. 
P The Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks Be to God!  
 
psalm 33:12-22    (Read responsively by whole verse)                                                                                                                                
  12Happy is the nation whose God | is the Lord! 
  Happy the people chosen to | be God’s heritage! 
 13The Lord looks | down from heaven, 
  and sees all | humankind. 
 14God sits firmly en- | throned and watches 
  all who dwell | on the earth. 
 15God fashions | all their hearts 
  and observes | all their deeds.  
 16A king is not saved by the size | of the army, 
  nor are warriors rescued by | their great strength. 
 17The horse gives vain | hope for victory; 
  despite its great strength it | cannot save. 
 18Truly, your eye is upon those who fear | you, O Lord, 
  upon those who wait for your | steadfast love, 
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 19to deliver their | lives from death, 
  and to keep them alive in | time of famine.  
 20Our innermost being waits for | you, O Lord, 
  our helper | and our shield. 
 21Surely, our heart rejoic- | es in you, 
  for in your holy name we | put our trust. 
 22Let your lovingkindness, O Lord, | be upon us, 
  even as we place our | hope in you.  
   
second reading:  hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
         1Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of 
things not seen. 2Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. 3By 
faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so 
that what is seen was made from things that are not visible. 
 8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that 
he was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he 
was going. 9By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been prom-
ised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were 
heirs with him of the same promise. 10For he looked forward to the city 
that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 11By faith he re-
ceived power of procreation, even though he was too old—and Sarah her-
self was barren—because he considered him faithful who had prom-
ised. 12Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, descend-
ants were born, “as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable 
grains of sand by the seashore.” 
 13All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but 
from a distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they 
were strangers and foreigners on the earth, 14for people who speak in this 
way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15If they had been 
thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would have had op-
portunity to return. 16But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a 
heavenly one. Therefore, God is not ashamed to be called their God; in-
deed, he has prepared a city for them. 
P The Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks Be to God! 
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We stand 
gospel acclamation:  halle, halle, hallelujah            elw 172 
(We sing it twice) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

holy gospel:  luke 12:32-40 
P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 12th Chapter.  
C  Glory to you, O Lord! (spoken boldly) 
    [Jesus said:] 32“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good 
pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33Sell your possessions and give alms. 
Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in 
heaven, where no thief comes near, and no moth destroys. 34For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
 35“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36be like those who are 
waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they 
may open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. 37Blessed are 
those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he 
will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and 
serve them. 38If he comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and 
finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 
 39“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the 
thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 40You al-
so must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 
P  THE GOSPEL OF THE LORD.  
C  Praise to You, O Christ!  (spoken boldly) 
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We sit 
children’s moment  
 
sermon: Rev. David W. Coffman, Campus Pastor, Newberry College              
     
We stand 
hymn of the day:  precious lord, take my hand               elw 773 
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apostles’ creed 
 
P  With the whole church, let us confess our faith  
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
prayers of the faithful 
After each portion of the prayers: 
P  Merciful God,  C receive our prayer. 
 
P Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in 
 prayer. 

P  Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in 
 your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom. 

C  Amen. 

 
sharing of christ’s peace 
P  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C  And also with you. 
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offertory song  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

prayer 
P  God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. 
 As we feast on your goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, 
 and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all, in the name of Jesus. 
C  Amen. 
 

+MEAL+ 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

(Communion is offered individually or at the Altar Rail 1st & 3rd Sundays—
2nd, 4th, & 5th Sundays individually or at stations set up front by the 

Baptismal Font) 
 

holy communion 
P The Lord be with you.  C    And also with you.  
P Lift up your hearts.       C    We lift them to the Lord  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
 all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful 
 God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death 
 and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
 everlasting life.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
 earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their un-
 ending hymn: 
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sanctus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
eucharistic prayer 
P  Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your  
 glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to 
 heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and 
 who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
 gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
 this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
 drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 
 and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remem
 brance of me. 

 Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we 
 await his coming in glory. 

 Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all 
 who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our 
 Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now 
 and forever.  And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to 
 pray: 
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the lord’s prayer 
    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king- 
 dom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.    
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,   
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not  
 into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever. Amen 
 
invitation to communion 
P In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the banquet. 
 
We sit 
communion 
 
choir hymn during communion:  my faith looks up to thee 
         

1 My faith looks up to thee, 
 thou Lamb of Calvary, 

 Savior divine! 
 Now hear me while I pray, 

 take all my guilt away, 
 oh, let me from this day 

 be wholly thine! 
 

2 May thy rich grace impart 
 strength to my fainting heart, 

 my zeal inspire; 
 as thou hast died for me, 
 oh, may my love to thee 

 pure, warm, and changeless be, 
 a living fire! 

 
3 While life's dark maze I tread 
 and griefs around me spread, 

 be thou my guide; 
 bid darkness turn to day, 
 wipe sorrow's tears away, 

 nor let me ever stray 
 from thee aside. 

 
4 When ends life's transient dream, 
 when death's cold, sullen stream 

 shall o'er me roll; 
 blest Savior, then, in love 
 fear and distrust remove; 
 oh, bear me safe above, 

 a ransomed soul! 
 

Text: Ray Palmer, 1808-1887 
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We stand 
P   The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace. 
C    Amen 
 
post-communion prayer 
P Let us pray: 
 Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds 
 and fed us with your mercy. Now send us forth to live for others, 
 both friend and stranger, that all may come to know your love. 
 This we pray in the name of Jesus. 
C Amen. 
 

+SENDING+ 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
blessing 
P The God of peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort 
 you, and show you the path of life this day and always. 
C Amen. 
 
sending hymn:  oh god, who gives us life and breath 

 (verses 5-6) (see opening hymn) 
dismissal 
P  Go in peace. Love your neighbor.    
C  Thanks be to God!  
 
postlude:  From God Can Nothing Move Me [LBW 468]  
         - Johann Michael Bach 
 
 
 
 
 

+ + + 

 
EXPERIENCING AND SHARING GOD’S PRESENCE 

 
 + + + 
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CHILDREN’S PAGES 
 

Today is the Ninth Sunday after Pentecost.  During Pentecost, we remem-
ber that God makes and keeps amazing promises.  God promised Abra-
ham and Sarah a child, even though they thought it was impossible. God 
promised Abraham many grandchildren and great-grandchildren, as 
many as there are stars in the sky. Abraham believed God’s promise and 
his life changed.  

 
Change the design in the sky by drawing a line between each matching set 
of stars.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Kids Celebrate copyright © 2003 Augsburg Fortress. May be reproduced for local use.  
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TREASURING GOD’S GIFTS 
God gives us gifts every day.  Name five gifts God has given you or your family.  
 

 
All of God’s gifts to us can be treasured and shared with others. Use colors and 
designs to decorate this Bible verse.  

 
 
 
 
This Week: Find ways to 
share your gifts and grow in 
faith at church.  
 
 
 
Prayer:  We offer with joy and 
thanksgiving what you have 
first given us—ourselves, our 
time, and our possessions. 
Amen.  
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Mt. Horeb Lutheran Church 
101 East Boundary Street, Chapin, SC  29036 
803/345-2000, 945-4535  -  www.mthoreb.net 

 

To participate in God’s mission, this congregation as a part of the Church shall  
 
WORSHIP:  Joyfully proclaim the Word of God 
LEARN:    Dutifully study, teach and live the Word of God 
WITNESS:  Boldly share the Word of God 
SERVE:   Humbly and enthusiastically respond to the Word of God 
SUPPORT: Gladly give our time, talent and treasures motivated by the Word of God 

DISCIPLES: 
   All Members of Mt. Horeb 
 

 
INTERIM SUPPLY 
ORGANIST/CHOIR 
DIRECTOR: 
   Bob Hawkins  
 

ADMINISTRATOR: 
   Camille Joseph 
   frontdesk@mthoreb.net 
 

TREASURER: 
   Jenny Leininger 
   jenny@mthoreb.net 
 
PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR: 
   Peggy Miller 
   preschool@mthoreb.net 
 
OVERSEAS MISSIONARIES: 
Rev. Hitoshi & Satoka Adachi 
Email: hitochi.acachi@elca.org 
 satoko.adachi@elca.org 
 

CONGREGATION 
COUNCIL 
Officers 

Vice Chair: Rosemary Frick 
Secretary: Trina Free 

Treasurer:  Jenny Leininger 
 

Members 
Lisa McDonald 

Tim Schmidt 
Wil Hutchens 
Benny Counts 
Mattie Smith 
Derek Miller 

Rae Davis 
Heather Adams 

Billy Griffin 
Stephanie Stoudemayer 

David Williams 
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America. Hymns reproduced by permission of Christian Copyright Licensing, Inc. For use solely with the 
SongSelect Terms of Use.  All rights Reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License Nos. 2676735;  expiration date 
7/31/2023; CCLI Streaming License No. 20674273, expiration 7/31/2023; OneLicense #A710971, expiration 
date 2/7/2023.  The Prelude and Postlude are played with permission of St. James Music Press under the 
congregation’s license. 


