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First Sunday of Advent
WELCOME TO MT. HOREB LUTHERAN CHURCH! We are delighted you have chosen to worship with
us today. Greet one another as sisters and brothers in Christ. Make a special effort to speak to those
you do not know and welcome guests.
Visitors, welcome! We are delighted that you are here to worship with us this morning and encourage
you to sign our guest book in the narthex, or fill out one of the visitor cards in the pew holders and
place it in the narthex's offertory plate when you leave today. We would love to stay in touch with you
and let you know more about Mt. Horeb and upcoming events in the months ahead.
HOLY COMMUNION is open to all who confess their faith in Jesus and acknowledge Him to be Lord.
Those unable to partake of wine are assured the Church affirms our Lord’s presence in, with and under
the bread alone.

+GATHER+

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
prelude:

Savior of the Nations, Come! [ELW 263]
-- Johann Sebastian Bach
welcome and announcements
We stand
confession and forgiveness
P
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C
Amen
P

Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart, and confess our
sins to God our Father, imploring him in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ to grant us forgiveness.
Silence is kept for reflection

P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

P
C

I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.
And you forgave the iniquity of my sin.
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P
C

Almighty God, merciful Father:
I, a troubled and penitent sinner, confess to you all my sins
and iniquities with which I have offended you and for which
I justly deserve your punishment. But I am sorry for them,
and repent of them, and pray for your boundless mercy.
For the sake of the suffering and death of your Son, Jesus
Christ, be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being;
forgive my sins, give me your Holy Spirit for the amendment
of my sinful life, and bring me to life everlasting. Amen

P

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you,
and for his sake God forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ and by his authority I therefore declare unto you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the
name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

C

lighting of the advent wreath
P
Blessed are you, God of Jacob, for you promise to transform weapons
of war into implements of planting and harvest and to teach us your
way of peace; you promise that our night of sin is far gone and that
your day of salvation is dawning. As we light the first candle on this
wreath, wake us from our sleep, wrap us in your light, empower us to
live honorably, and guide us along your path of peace. O house of
Jacob, come,
C
Let us walk in the light of the Lord. Amen.
anthem for the advent wreath lighting
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entrance hymn: come, we that love the lord
elw 625
(see insert)
apostolic greeting
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.

kyrie

prayer of the day
P
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.
P

C
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Let us pray:
Stir up your power,
Lord Christ, and
come. By your merci
ful protection save us
from the threatening
dangers of our sins,
and enlighten our
walk in the way of
your salva tion, for
you live and reign
with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.

+WORD+
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.
We sit
first reading: isaiah 2:1-5
1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
2In days to come
the mountain of the Lord’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
3Many peoples shall come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
4He shall judge between the nations,
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.
5O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the Lord!
L
The Word of the Lord.
C
Thanks Be to God!
psalm 122 (Read responsively by whole verse)
1I was glad when they | said to me,
“Let us go to the house | of the Lord.”
2Now our | feet are standing
within your gates, | O Jerusalem.
3Jerusalem is built | as a city
that is at unity | with itself;
4to which the tribes go up, the tribes | of the Lord,
the assembly of Israel, to praise the name | of the Lord.
5

5For

there are the | thrones of judgment,
the thrones of the | house of David.
6Pray for the peace | of Jerusalem:
“May they pros- | per who love you.
7Peace be with- | in your walls
and quietness with- | in your towers.
8For the sake of my kindred | and companions,
I pray for | your prosperity.
9Because of the house of the | Lord our God,
I will seek to | do you good.”
second reading: romans 13:11-14
11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for
you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we
became believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay
aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live
honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead,
put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to
gratify its desires.
L
The Word of the Lord.
C
Thanks Be to God!
We stand
gospel acclamation:
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holy gospel: matthew 24:36-44
P
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 24th Chapter.
C
Glory to you, O Lord! (spoken boldly)
[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36“About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the
days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in
those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and
giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew
nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the
coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken
and one will be left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together; one will
be taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know
on what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of the
house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would
have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an
unexpected hour.”
P
THE GOSPEL OF THE LORD.
C
Praise to You, O Christ!
We sit
children’s moment
sermon:

Rev. Dr. Patrick W. Riddle
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We stand
hymn of the day: awake, awake, and greet the new morn
elw 242

8

apostles’ creed
P

With the whole church, let us confess our faith

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
prayers of the faithful
After each portion of the prayers:
P
God in your mercy,
C
hear our prayer.
P

God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather
our prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’
name we pray.

C

Amen.

sharing of christ’s peace
P
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C
And also with you.
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offertory song

prayer
P
Blessed are you, Maker of all things. As you have entrusted us with all
that you have created, now gather our gifts, nourish us with this sacrament, and send us to those who hunger and thirst, for the sake of Jesus
Christ our Savior.
C
Amen.
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+MEAL+

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
(Communion is offered individually or at the Altar Rail)
holy communion

P

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful
God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death
and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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sanctus

12

eucharistic prayer
P
Holy God, the Beginning and the End, our Salvation and our Hope,
we praise you for creating a world of order and beauty. When we
brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, you sent the prophets to pro
claim your justice and mercy. At this end of the ages your Son Jesus
came to bring us your love and to heal all the suffering world.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, we await his
coming again in righteousness and peace. Send your Spirit on us
and on this bread and wine we share: strengthen our faith,
increase our hope, and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church,
both now and forever. Amen
the lord’s prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
invitation to communion
P Come now to the banquet for all is now ready.
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We sit
communion
communion hymn: eat this bread, drink this cup elw 492

We stand
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.
C Amen
post-communion prayer
P
Let us pray:
Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy,
bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ.
As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled,
sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. Guide us toward your promised future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ our
14
Savior and Lord.
C
Amen.

+SENDING+

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
blessing
P The Lord bless you and keep you
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious unto you
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
sending hymn: come, thou long-expected jesus

elw 254

dismissal
P Go in peace. Christ is near.
C Thanks be to God!
postlude: Come, We that Love the Lord
15

-- J. Bert Carlson
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