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Second Sunday of Advent 
 

WELCOME TO MT. HOREB LUTHERAN CHURCH! We are delighted you have chosen to worship with 
us today. Greet one another as sisters and brothers in Christ.  Make a special effort to speak to those 
you do not know and welcome guests.    
 
Visitors, welcome! We are delighted that you are here to worship with us this morning and encourage 
you to sign our guest book in the narthex, or fill out one of the visitor cards in the pew holders and 
place it in the narthex's offertory plate when you leave today.  We would love to stay in touch with you 
and let you know more about Mt. Horeb and upcoming events in the months ahead. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION is open to all who confess their faith in Jesus and acknowledge Him to be Lord.  
Those unable to partake of wine are assured the Church affirms our Lord’s presence in, with and under 
the bread alone.    
  

  +GATHER+ 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
prelude:     Comfort, Comfort Now My People                 - Georg Böhm  
 
welcome and announcements 
 
We stand 
confession and forgiveness 

P       In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C       Amen 
 
P       Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart, and confess our 
 sins to God our Father, imploring him in the name of our Lord Jesus 
 Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection  
 

P       Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C       who made heaven and earth. 
 
P       I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord. 
C       And you forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
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P       Almighty God, merciful Father: 
C       I, a troubled and penitent sinner, confess to you all my sins 
 and iniquities with which I have offended you and for which 
 I justly deserve your punishment. But I am sorry for them, 
 and  repent of them, and pray for your boundless mercy. 
 For the sake of the suffering and death of your Son, Jesus 
 Christ, be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being; 
 forgive my sins, give me your Holy Spirit for the amendment 
 of my sinful life, and bring me to life everlasting. Amen 
 
P       In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, 
 and for his sake God forgives you all your sins. As a called and or-
 dained minister of the Church of Christ and by his authority I there-
 fore declare unto you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

 name of the Father,  and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
C       Amen 
 
anthem for the advent wreath lighting  

 

lighting of the advent wreath 

P Blessed are you, God of Jacob, for you promise to transform weapons 
 of war into implements of planting and harvest and to teach us your 
 way of peace; you promise that our night of sin is far gone and that 
 your day of salvation is dawning.  As we light the first candle on this 
 wreath, wake us from our sleep, wrap us in your light, empower us to 
 live honorably, and guide us along your path of peace. O house of  
 Jacob, come, 
C Let us walk in the light of the Lord. Amen. 
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entrance hymn:  on jordan’s bank the baptist’s cry     elw 249 
(see insert) 

apostolic greeting 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
C    And also with you.     
 
kyrie 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
prayer of the day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C   And also with you. 
 
P Let us pray: 
 Stir up our hearts, 
 Lord God, to prepare 
 the way of your only 
 Son. By his coming 
 nurture our growth 
 as people of repent-
 ance and peace; 
 through Jesus Christ, 
 our Savior and Lord, 
 who lives and reigns 
 with you and the Ho-
 ly Spirit, one God, 
 now and forever. 
C Amen. 
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+WORD+ 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

We sit 
first reading:  isaiah 11:1-10 
1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
  and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
 2The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 
  the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
  the spirit of counsel and might, 
  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
 3His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 
 
 He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
  or decide by what his ears hear; 
 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
  and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
  and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
 
 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
  the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
 the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
  and a little child shall lead them. 
 7The cow and the bear shall graze, 
  their young shall lie down together; 
  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
  and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
 9They will not hurt or destroy 
  on all my holy mountain; 
 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
  as the waters cover the sea. 
 
 10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the na-
tions shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
L The Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks Be to God!  
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psalm 72:1-7, 18-19   (Read responsively by whole verse)                                                                                                                                
1Give the king your jus- | tice, O God, 
  and your righteousness to | the king’s son; 
 2that he may rule your | people righteously 
  and the | poor with justice; 
 3that the mountains may bring prosperity | to the people, 
  and the | hills, in righteousness. 
 4Let him defend the needy a- | mong the people, 
  rescue the poor, and crush | the oppressor.  
 5May he live as long as the sun and | moon endure, 
  from one generation | to another. 
 6Let him come down like rain upon | the mown field, 
  like showers that wa- | ter the earth. 
 7In his time may the | righteous flourish; 
  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall | be no 
more. 
 18Blessed are you, Lord God, the | God of Israel; 
  you alone do | wondrous deeds! 
 19And blessed be your glorious | name forever, 
  and may all the earth be filled with your glory. A- | men. Amen.  
 
second reading:  romans 15:4-13 
4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, 
so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we 
might have hope. 5May the God of steadfastness and encouragement 
grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with 
Christ Jesus, 6so that together you may with one voice glorify the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, 
for the glory of God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of 
the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might 
confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the 
Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 
 “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, 
  and sing praises to your name”; 
10and again he says, 
 “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; 
11and again, 
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 “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 
  and let all the peoples praise him”; 
12and again Isaiah says, 
 “The root of Jesse shall come, 
  the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 
 in him the Gentiles shall hope.” 
13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that 
you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
L The Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks Be to God! 
 
We stand 
gospel acclamation:   

holy gospel:  matthew 3:1-12 
P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 3rd Chapter.  
C  Glory to you, O Lord! (spoken boldly) 
1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, pro-
claiming, 2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is the 
one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight.’ ” 
4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his 
waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusa-
lem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the Jor-
dan, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins. 
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 7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he 
said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to 
come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do not presume to say to yourselves, 
‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones 
to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is lying at the root of the 
trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 
into the fire. 
 11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful 
than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he 
will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the 
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
P  THE GOSPEL OF THE LORD.  
C  Praise to You, O Christ!   
 
We sit 
children’s moment  
  
sermon:             Rev. Dr. Patrick W. Riddle               
     
We stand  
hymn of the day:  comfort, comfort now my people elw 256 
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apostles’ creed 
 
P  With the whole church, let us confess our faith  
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
prayers of the faithful 
After each portion of the prayers: 
P  Lord in your mercy,  C hear our prayer. 
 
P God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather 
 our prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ 
 name we pray. 

C  Amen. 

 
sharing of christ’s peace 
P  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C  And also with you. 
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offertory song  

prayer 
P  Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to 
 thirsty ground. Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, 
 and make us messengers of your mercy and love for all in need of your 
 healing and justice. We ask this through Christ our Savior. 
C  Amen. 
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+MEAL+ 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

(Communion is offered individually or at the Altar Rail) 
 

holy communion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
 all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
 through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the 
 promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things 
 new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
 hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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sanctus 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



13 

eucharistic prayer 
P  Holy God, the Beginning and the End, our Salvation and our Hope, 

 we praise you for creating a world of order and beauty. When we 

 brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, you sent the prophets to pro

 claim your justice and mercy. At this end of the ages your Son Jesus 

 came to bring us your love and to heal all the suffering world. 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

 gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

 drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 

 and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, we await his 

 coming again in righteousness and peace. Send your Spirit on us 

 and on this bread and wine we share: strengthen our faith, 

 increase our hope, and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son. 

 Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

 Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, 

 both now and forever.  Amen 

 

the lord’s prayer 
    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-
 dom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.    
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespass-
 es,  as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
 not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen 
 
invitation to communion 
 
P    Come now to the banquet for all is now ready. 
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We sit 
communion 
 
communion hymn:  word of god, come down on earth  elw 510 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We stand 
P   The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace. 
C    Amen 
 
post-communion prayer 
P Let us pray: 
 Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, 
 bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. 
 As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, 
 sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. 
 Guide us toward your promised future, coming to birth in Jesus 
 Christ our Savior and Lord. 
C Amen. 



15 

+SENDING+ 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
blessing 
P  The Lord bless you and keep you 

The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious unto you 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
sending hymn:   hark!  a thrilling voice is sounding 

dismissal 
P  Go in peace. Christ is near.    
C  Thanks be to God!  
 
postlude:  Comfort, Comfort Now My People  -- Johann Christoph Oley 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

***EXPERIENCING AND SHARING GOD’S PRESENCE*** 
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Mt. Horeb Lutheran Church 
101 East Boundary Street, Chapin, SC  29036 
803/345-2000, 945-4535  -  www.mthoreb.net 

 

To participate in God’s mission, this congregation as a part of the Church shall  
 
WORSHIP:  Joyfully proclaim the Word of God 
LEARN:    Dutifully study, teach and live the Word of God 
WITNESS:  Boldly share the Word of God 
SERVE:   Humbly and enthusiastically respond to the Word of God 
SUPPORT: Gladly give our time, talent and treasures motivated by the Word of God 

DISCIPLES: 
   All Members of Mt. Horeb 
 
INTERIM PASTOR: 
   Pat Riddle  

   PastorRiddle@mthoreb.net 
 
INTERIM SUPPLY 
ORGANIST/CHOIR 
DIRECTOR: 
   Bob Hawkins  
 

ADMINISTRATOR: 
   Camille Joseph 
   frontdesk@mthoreb.net 
 

TREASURER: 
   Lisa Smith 
   Treasurer@mthoreb.net 
 
PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR: 
   Peggy Miller 
   preschool@mthoreb.net 
 
OVERSEAS MISSIONARIES: 
Rev. Hitoshi & Satoka Adachi 
Email: hitochi.acachi@elca.org 
 satoko.adachi@elca.org 
 

CONGREGATION 
COUNCIL 
Officers 

Vice Chair: Rosemary Frick 
Secretary: Trina Free 
Treasurer:  Lisa Smith 

 

Members 
Lisa McDonald 

Tim Schmidt 
Wil Hutchens 
Benny Counts 
Mattie Smith 
Derek Miller 

Rae Davis 
Heather Adams 

Billy Griffin 
Stephanie Stoudemayer 

David Williams 
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