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 Surprise!  A pop quiz… (I haven’t had the opportunity to spring one for a good 
many years, so I suppose it’s time).  How many names and titles have identified YOU 
during your lifetime?  You might well be the shy and retiring type, humble of spirit and 
inclined to answer, “But I’m jes’ little ol’ me!”  Nevertheless, prodding of memories, 
relationships, and job descriptions over time will start multiplying our presumed little 
lists.  Daughter, son, brother, sister, cousin, wife, husband, uncle, aunt, grand and great, 
friend, enemy (even those name us!), casual acquaintance, “Ex,” “like a…” (the list 
repeats itself with honorary relationships), all spin out from being born, not to mention 
being adopted and married into other relationships which radiate out from yourself. 
Pets and nicknames also contribute to those relational titles.  Folks who revel in 
Ancestry-dot-Com are practiced at categorizing even more complex and distant 
relationships, including DNA, ethnic, and international connections, enough to make 
your head spin. Occupational, military, societies and organizations, educational, 
political, and professional relationships each carry yet another set of names and titles.   
 This coming Sunday we hear John the Baptizer greet the Lord’s arrival with some 
significant titles, Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world!... I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water 
said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who 
baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ And I myself have seen and have testified that this 
is the Son of God [John 1:29, 33-34].  Blessed John has been doing his homework.  
Earlier we heard that he sent his followers to check with Jesus’ followers to determine 
whether he was the one long awaited, the Messiah of God.  He could not understand 
why this Jesus eventually came to him to be baptized because John’s baptisms were for 
“repentance.”  Yet Jesus transforms the meaning of John’s baptism by entering those 
waters, imbuing them with his and the Holy Spirit’s own presence.  The Apostle Paul 
later unfolds the full meaning of being baptized in the name of Jesus [the earliest strain 
of Christian baptism, see Galatians 3:26, Acts 2:38, Acts 19:1-6] and later in the name of 
the Trinity [the later and final strain of Christian baptism, see Matthew 28:19].  Baptism 
joins God’s children wholly and completely to Christ’s saving death and resurrection to 
eternal life [Romans 6:1-23]. 
 Since Christmas we have learned that the plot has thickened considerably.  
Advent was followed by the nativity / Christmas, then Epiphany [public manifestation], 
the Baptism of Our Lord, and for a while longer, biblical passages about his growth “in 
wisdom, stature, and favor,” not to mention Jesus’ initial foray into active ministry.  The 
plot continues to thicken throughout the rest of the year [and our lives!] as we consider 
our own roles as Christians, people of faith, in relationship to Jesus, the Spirit, and the 
Godhead, the Church, as well as our ministry and mission as followers of Christ.  
Moreover, with each new development in the grand story of salvation, names, titles, and 
relationships are added both for Jesus and for us. 
 Trusty ol’ Wikipedia ® notes that Cruden’s Complete Concordance of the Old 
and New Testaments, published and consulted since 1737, notes one-hundred-ninety-
eight names and titles for Jesus Christ, some unique and distinct from one another, 
others suggesting more subtle and connected shades of meaning about the Son of God.  
It is too late to ask, “Why so many?” because we know from our own lives how quickly 



the names, titles, and relationships pile up over time.  Each name or title reveals aspects 
of God’s divine / human relationship [with us and creation, for us, and because of us], 
vast beyond our comprehension but accessible in the details.  If we’re honest, we 
acknowledge that we don’t really know even our closest loved ones fully.  Our 
sweethearts, our children, and our close friends surprise us through the years.  We may 
attempt to keep them static in their youthful innocence, but ultimately realize that 
everyone must grow up and venture outward from the family circle. Jesus reminds the 
very befuddled Mary and Joseph that he, too, must be in his Father’s house [Luke 2:49-
50], confirming the sobering news about Jesus told them by the ancient Simeon [Luke 
2:21-35].  The encounter with Simeon and Anna in the temple itself is significant 
because Mary and Joseph have brought the baby on his eighth day to be circumcised 
and named Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.  
The name “Jesus” means “…the one who will save his people.”  All of the other names 
and titles of Jesus assist in unfolding the myriad aspects of Jesus’ saving work. 
 Sunday we will hear John’s proclaiming Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world, later singing those same words as we approach the Table of 
the Lord.  In some ways, Jesus the Lamb of God is one of the more difficult titles to 
understand, for it presents to us the extent of God’s love for us in Christ Jesus, a love 
that “will not let us go” as one hymn suggests, a love that will look sin, death, and the 
grave in the eye and triumph over all that would kill us.  That kind of love takes more 
than a lifetime to fathom, yet by names, titles, and relationships, God is making this 
mystery clear for us.  No matter which of the 198 biblical names and titles for Jesus, we 
may sing with confidence the old Spiritual, “…his name’s so sweet.”  Juliet was right! 
“…A rose by any other name would smell as sweet” [Romeo and Juliet, Act II, Scene II]. 


