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First Sunday of Christmas 
WELCOME TO MT. HOREB LUTHERAN CHURCH! We are delighted you have chosen to worship with 
us today. Greet one another as sisters and brothers in Christ.  Make a special effort to speak to those 
you do not know and welcome guests.    
 
Visitors, welcome! We are delighted that you are here to worship with us this morning and encourage 
you to sign our guest book in the narthex, or fill out one of the visitor cards in the pew holders and 
place it in the narthex's offertory plate when you leave today.  We would love to stay in touch with you 
and let you know more about Mt. Horeb and upcoming events in the months ahead. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION is open to all who confess their faith in Jesus and acknowledge Him to be Lord.  
Those unable to partake of wine are assured the Church affirms our Lord’s presence in, with and under 
the bread alone.    

  +GATHER+ 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

                                                                                                                            
prelude:  O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright          --  Niels Gade  
 
welcome and announcements 
 
words from our bishop virginia (ginny) s. aebischer 

  
We stand 
confession and forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins. 

 

P Blessed be God: the Father, ☩  Son, and Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior, let us  
          confess our sin. 

 
Silence for reflection and self-examination 

 
P God of life, 
C you promise good news of great joy for all people, 

and call us to be messengers of your peace. 
We confess that too often we hoard our joy, 
our resources, and our security. 
We nurture conflict and build barriers. 
We neglect the needs of our neighbors 
and ignore the groaning of creation. 
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Have mercy on us. 
Where we are self-centered, open our hearts. 
Where we are reluctant, give us courage. 
Where we are cynical, restore our trust. 
Renew us with your grace 
and give us again the hope of eternal life in you. 
Amen. 
 

P Hear the good news: 
We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises through the out  

pouring of the Holy Spirit. In ☩ Jesus we are forgiven and redeemed. 
Sing with joy, for all the ends of the earth shall know the salvation of         

 God. 
C Amen.  
 
entrance hymn:  o morning star, how fair and bright 



4 

apostolic greeting 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
C    And also with you.     
 
kyrie 
P God be gracious to us and bless us, and make your face shine upon us: 
 Lord, have mercy. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P May your ways be known on the earth, and your saving power among the 
 nations:  Christ, have mercy. 
C Christ, have mercy. 
 
P O Lord, you have made known your salvation, and reveal your justice in 
 the sight of the nations:  Lord, have mercy. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
prayer of the day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Let us pray: 
 O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a 
 star. Lead us now by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us 
 at last to the full vision of your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
 Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
 forever. 
C Amen. 
 

+WORD+ 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

We sit 
first reading:  isaiah 60:1-6 
1Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
  and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
 2For darkness shall cover the earth, 
  and thick darkness the peoples; 
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 but the Lord will arise upon you, 
  and his glory will appear over you. 
 3Nations shall come to your light, 
  and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
 
 4Lift up your eyes and look around; 
  they all gather together, they come to you; 
 your sons shall come from far away, 
  and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 
 5Then you shall see and be radiant; 
  your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
 because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
  the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
 6A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
  the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
  all those from Sheba shall come. 
 They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
  and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 
L  The Word of the Lord.  C  Thanks Be to God!  
 
psalm 72:1-7, 10-14  (Read responsively by whole verse)                                                                                                                              
  1Give the king your jus- | tice, O God, 
  and your righteousness to | the king’s son; 
 2that he may rule your | people righteously 
  and the | poor with justice; 
 3that the mountains may bring prosperity | to the people, 
  and the | hills, in righteousness. 
 4Let him defend the needy a- | mong the people, 
  rescue the poor, and crush | the oppressor.  
 5May he live as long as the sun and | moon endure, 
  from one generation | to another. 
 6Let him come down like rain upon | the mown field, 
  like showers that wa- | ter the earth. 
 7In his time may the | righteous flourish; 
  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall | be no 
more. 
 10May the kings of Tarshish and of the | isles pay tribute, 
  and the kings of Sheba and Seba | offer gifts.  
 11May all kings bow | down before him, 
  and all the nations | do him service. 
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 12For the king delivers the poor who cry out | in distress, 
  the oppressed, and those who | have no helper. 
 13He has compassion on the low- | ly and poor, 
  and preserves the lives | of the needy. 
 14From oppression and violence he re- | deems their lives, 
  and precious is their blood | in his sight.  
 
second reading:  ephesians 3:1-12 
1This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake 
of you Gentiles—2for surely you have already heard of the commission of 
God’s grace that was given me for you, 3and how the mystery was made 
known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, 4a reading 
of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of 
Christ. 5In former generations this mystery was not made known to hu-
mankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets 
by the Spirit: 6that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of 
the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the 
gospel. 
 7Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s 
grace that was given me by the working of his power. 8Although I am the 
very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the 
Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, 9and to make every-
one see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who cre-
ated all things; 10so that through the church the wisdom of God in its 
rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in 
the heavenly places. 11This was in accordance with the eternal purpose 
that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have ac-
cess to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him. 
L The Word of the Lord.   C    Thanks Be to God! 
 
We stand 
gospel acclamation   
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holy gospel:  matthew 2:1-12 
P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 2nd Chapter.  
C  Glory to you, O Lord! (spoken boldly) 
1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise 
men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has 
been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have 
come to pay him homage.” 3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, 
and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be 
born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by 
the prophet: 
 6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
 for from you shall come a ruler 
  who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 
 7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the ex-
act time when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, say-
ing, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, 
bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9When they had 
heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they 
had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child 
was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with 
joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and 
they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, 
they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by 
another road. 
L    The Gospel of the Lord.  
C    Praise to You, O Christ!  (spoken boldly) 
 
We sit 
children’s moment 
  
sermon                                                         Rev. Dr. Patrick W. Riddle               
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We stand  
hymn of the day:  we three kings of orient are 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9 

nicene creed  
        we believe in one god, the father, the almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
  
 we believe in one lord, jesus christ,  

  the only Son of God,  
  eternally begotten of the Father,   

   God from God, Light from Light,  
           true God from true God, begotten, not made,  
   of one Being with the Father;  
   through him all things were made.   
   For us and for our salvation  
           he came down from heaven,  
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit  
           and the virgin Mary and became man. 
   For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
       he suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again  
       in accordance with the scriptures; 
       he ascended into heaven  
       and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge  
               the living and the dead,  
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  
 we believe in the holy spirit, the Lord,  
               the giver of life, 
               who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
    who with the Father and the Son  
                is worshiped and glorified, 
        who has spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism  
                for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the + resurrection of the dead,  
       and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
prayers of the faithful 
After each portion of the prayers: 
P  God of grace,  C hear our prayer. 
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sharing of christ’s peace 
P  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C  And also with you. 
 
offertory song  

prayer 
P  God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have offered.  Join our 
 hearts with the song of the angels, and gather us at your table of celebra-
 tion.  Strengthen us to share with all the world the abundance of your 
 grace upon grace, poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. 
C  Amen. 
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+MEAL+ 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

holy communion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
 places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
 through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown forth 
 to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved 
 Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. And 
 so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
 heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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sanctus 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

eucharistic prayer 
P Almighty Lord, we praise your shining light, your glowing grace. 

From before the earth’s foundation, you loved us and promised us life forever. 

Within the earth’s deep sadness, we laud your great and glorious might. 

Despite our tears and sinning, we sing of the gladness of your mercy. 

We praise your Son, our Morning Star.  

Christ is our diamond bright, our treasure dear.  

He is our living Savior who has ransomed us in love. 

He keeps us yours and fails us never-today, tomorrow, and every day. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all peo-

ple for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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With joy we tell our story: 

Alleluia!  We call for your Spirit on us and this meal. 

Refresh our souls with this heavenly food, the body and blood of your Son. 

Nourish us and enlighten us with your undying flame. 

We sing out to the Father, we ring out to the Son, we exult in the Spirit. 

Transport us in our yearning, and be for us the end and the beginning, 

our purest pleasure, our victorious crown, our never-ending love. 

And so we pray and praise: 

 
the lord’s prayer 
    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-
 dom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.    
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespass-
 es,  as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
 not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
invitation to communion 
P    Come now to the banquet for all is now ready. 
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communion hymn:  the first noel           elw 300 
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We stand 
P   The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. 
C    Amen 
 
post-communion prayer 
P Let us pray: 
 God our redeemer, you have fed us at this table with gifts of grace, 
 truth, and life. As you have gathered us in joy, send us forth as messen-
 gers of your peace. Make us shine with the good news of your glory, 
 born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C Amen. 

+SENDING+ 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
blessing 

P May God the Father bless you and keep you, may ☩ Jesus grant you grace and 
 truth, and may the Spirit send peace upon your hearts, now and forever. 
C Amen. 

 
closing hymn:  praise the lord!  o heavens, adore him!  elw 823 

(see insert) 
dismissal 
P   Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
postlude:    Praise the Lord! O Heavens, Adore Him!   --  Rudolf Bibl 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              
              EXPERIENCING AND SHARING GOD’S PRESENCE 
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Mt. Horeb Lutheran Church 
101 East Boundary Street, Chapin, SC  29036 
803/345-2000, 945-4535  -  www.mthoreb.net 

 

The mission of the Mt. Horeb congregation shall be to manifest God’s love to all 
people through the preaching and teaching of Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.  It shall 
be a healing ministry, promoting unity in the congregation and the community-at-large.  
It shall nurture and sustain its members through loving service, encourage all to use 
their God-given talents and means, provide channels for growth, reach out to others in 
love, and offer intentional opportunities for fellowship. 

 

Mt. Horeb Lutheran Church 
101 East Boundary Street, Chapin, SC  29036 
803/345-2000, 945-4535  -  www.mthoreb.net 

 

To participate in God’s mission, this congregation as a part of the Church shall  
 
WORSHIP:  Joyfully proclaim the Word of God 
LEARN:    Dutifully study, teach and live the Word of God 
WITNESS:  Boldly share the Word of God 
SERVE:   Humbly and enthusiastically respond to the Word of God 
SUPPORT: Gladly give our time, talent and treasures motivated by the Word of God 

DISCIPLES: 
   All Members of Mt. Horeb 
 
INTERIM PASTOR: 
   Pat Riddle  

   PastorRiddle@mthoreb.net 
 
INTERIM SUPPLY 
ORGANIST/CHOIR 
DIRECTOR: 
   Bob Hawkins  
 

ADMINISTRATOR: 
   Camille Joseph 
   frontdesk@mthoreb.net 
 

TREASURER: 
   Lisa Smith 
   Treasurer@mthoreb.net 
 
PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR: 
   Peggy Miller 
   preschool@mthoreb.net 
 
OVERSEAS MISSIONARIES: 
Rev. Hitoshi & Satoka Adachi 
Email: hitochi.acachi@elca.org 
 satoko.adachi@elca.org 
 

CONGREGATION 
COUNCIL 
Officers 

Vice Chair: Rosemary Frick 
Secretary: Trina Free 
Treasurer:  Lisa Smith 

 

Members 
Lisa McDonald 
Laurie Schmidt 
Wil Hutchens 

Travis Goodman 
Cameron Prince 
Katie Morgan 

Rae Davis 
Heather Adams 

Billy Griffin 
Stephanie Stoudemayer 

David Williams 
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