
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 10, 2023, 10am 

 
Welcome to Mt. Horeb Lutheran Church! We greet one another as sisters and brothers 
in Christ and welcome all who may be visiting. We are delighted that you are here to worship, 
first time visitors, and encourage you to sign our guest book in the entry hall.  Please fill out a 
visitor’s card in the pew holders and place it in the offertory plate. HOLY COMMUNION is 
open to all who confess their faith in Jesus and acknowledge Him to be Lord.  Those unable to 
partake of wine are assured the Church affirms our Lord’s presence in, with and under the 
bread alone. 
 

prelude:  God, When Human Bonds are Broken     
             --  Robert Lind  
 
welcome and announcements 
 

gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
We stand 
order of confession and absolution  

       ELW Page 94-96 (left column) 
 
entrance hymn:  As We Gather at Your Table   ELW #522                           
 
apostolic greeting 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
C    And also with you.     
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kyrie  

salutation 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
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prayer of the day  
P     Let us pray. 
C      O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with 
 your perpetual mercy. Without your help, we mor-
 tals will fail; remove far from us everything that is 
 harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and 
 salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
 Lord. Amen. 

word  
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 

We sit 
first reading:  ezekiel 33:7-11 
 7So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; 
whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them 
warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you 
shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn 
from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their 
blood I will require at your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked to 
turn from their ways, and they do not turn from their ways, the 
wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your 
life. 
 
 10Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have 
said: “Our transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we 
waste away because of them; how then can we live?” 11Say to 
them, As I live, says the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the 
death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from their ways and 
live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for why will you 
die, O house of Israel? 
 
L   The Word of the Lord.   
C   Thanks Be to God!  
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psalm 119:33-40 
33Teach me, O Lord, the way | of your statutes, 
  and I shall keep it | to the end. 
 34Give me understanding, and I shall | keep your teaching; 
  I shall keep it with | all my heart. 
 35Lead me in the path of | your commandments, 
  for that is | my desire. 
 36Incline my heart to | your decrees 
  and not to | unjust gain.  
 37Turn my eyes from be- | holding falsehood; 
  give me life | in your way. 
 38Fulfill your promise | to your servant, 
  which is for | those who fear you. 
 39Turn away the reproach | that I dread, 
  because your judg- | ments are good. 
 40Behold, I long for | your commandments; 
  by your righteousness en- | liven me.  
 
second reading:  romans 13:8-14 
8Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves 
another has fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not com-
mit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not 
covet”; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, 
“Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; 
therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 
 11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for 
you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we 
became believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay 
aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live 
honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in de-
bauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, 
put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to 
gratify its desires. 
 
L    The Word of the Lord.    
C    Thanks Be to God! 
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We stand 
gospel acclamation:  halle, halle, hallelujah     
(We sing it twice)         elw 172 

holy gospel:  matthew 18:15-20 

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 18th Chapter.  
C  Glory to you, O Lord! (spoken boldly) 
 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If another member of the church 
sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two of you 
are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that 
one. 16But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along 
with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of 
two or three witnesses. 17If the member refuses to listen to them, 
tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the 
church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collec-
tor. 18Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heav-
en. 19Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about any-
thing you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20For 
where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among 
them.” 
 

P  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C      Praise to You, O Christ!  (spoken boldly) 
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We sit 
children’s moment 
 
sermon:                                Rev. Dr. Patrick W. Riddle   
 
We stand  
hymn of the day:  God, When Human Hearts Are Broken                       

          ELW #603 
 
apostles’ creed 
P  With the whole church, let us confess our faith  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 
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prayers of the faithful 
After each portion of the prayers: 
P  Merciful God,  C receive our prayer. 
 
sharing of christ’s peace 
P  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C  And also with you. 
 
We sit  
collection of tithes and offerings  
 
offertory anthem:   Beloved, God’s Chosen 
 
1 Beloved, God's chosen, put on as a garment 
 compassion, forgiveness, and goodness of heart. 
 Above all, before all, let love be your raiment 
 that binds into one every dissonant part. 
 
2 Within, call forth Wisdom, to dwell in you richly; 
 let peace rule your hearts, and that peace be of Christ. 
 And from the heart's chamber, beloved and holy, 
 let singing thanksgiving to God ever rise. 
 
3 Beloved, God's chosen, put on as a garment 
 compassion, forgiveness, and goodness of heart. 
 Above all, before all, let love be your raiment 
 that binds into one ev'ry dissonant part. 
 
 
Text: Susan Palo Cherwien, b. 1953, ELW 648; Text © 1994 S.P. Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
Tune: KREMSER, Adrianus Valerius, ca. 1575-1625; Nederlandisch Gedenckclanck, 1626. 
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We stand  
offertory song 

prayer 
P Let us pray: 
C God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. 
 We bring your gifts to the table, that all might be fed. 
 Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our 
 Savior. Amen. 
 
 



9 

meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
holy communion 

P It is indeed our right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 
 times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty 
 and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this 
 day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious  resurrection 
 opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and 
 the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
 hymn: 
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sanctus 

P   Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, in the harmonious 

 world of your creation, the plants and animals, 

 the seas and stars were whole and well in your praise. 

 When sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to heal our ills 

 and to form us again into one. 

 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

P Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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P Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, his body given up, 

 and his victory over death, we await that day when all the peoples of 

 the earth will come to the river to enjoy the tree of  life.  Send your 

 Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains scattered on the hillside be

 come one bread, so let your Church be gathered from the ends of 

 the earth, that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son. 

 

 Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with 

 the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever.  

  

the lord’s prayer  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy  
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.    
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not   
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the    
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
  
We sit  
invitation to communion 
P    Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat and live. 
 
communion music 
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communion music 
Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether                                                   ELW #470  
 
We stand 
L   The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and  
   keep you in his grace. 
C    Amen 

sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
prayer 
L Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, 
 Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts. Strengthened by 
 this food, send us to gather the world to your banquet, where 
 none are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
C Amen. 
 
blessing 
L The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine 
 upon you and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up his counte-
 nance upon you and give you peace. In the name of the Father 

 ☩ and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
closing hymn:  Go, My Children, with My Blessing        ELW #543  
 

dismissal 
L Go in peace. God is at work in you. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
postlude:  Go, My Children, with My Blessing           -- Robert Lind  
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