
  

 
 
 
 
 

Second Sunday in Lent 
February 25, 2024, 10am 

 
Welcome to Mt. Horeb Lutheran Church! We greet one another as sisters and brothers in Christ 
and welcome all who may be visiting. We are delighted that you are here to worship, first time visitors, 
and encourage you to sign our guest book in the entry hall.  Please fill out a visitor’s card in the pew 
holders and place it in the offertory plate. HOLY COMMUNION is open to all who confess their faith in 
Jesus and acknowledge Him to be Lord.  Those unable to partake of wine are assured the Church af-
firms our Lord’s presence in, with and under the bread alone. 
 

prelude:  Christ, the Life of All the Living      Flor Peeters    
 

welcome and announcements 
 

gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
We stand 
confession and forgiveness 
  

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the   
 Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your 
 people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone.  Give 
 us the power of your Holy spirit that we may confess our 
 sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of 
 Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
 truth is not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God who is 
 faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
 unrighteousness. 
C Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 
 have mercy on us. 
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A period of quiet reflection is kept. 
 
P For self-centered living, and for failing to walk with humility and    
 gentleness: 
C Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy 
 on us. 
 
P For longing to have what is not ours, and for hearts that are not at rest 
 with ourselves: 
C Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy 
 on us. 
 
P For misuse of human relationships, and for unwillingness to see the 
 image of God in others: 
C Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy 
 on us. 
 
P For jealousies that divide families and nations, and for rivalries that 
 create strife and warfare: 
C Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy 
 on us. 
 
P For reluctance in sharing the gifts of God, and for carelessness with 
 the fruits of creation: 
C Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy 
 on us. 
 
P For hurtful words that condemn, and for angry deeds that harm: 
C Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy 
 on us. 
 
P For idleness in witnessing to Jesus Christ, and for squandering the 
 gifts of love and grace: 
C Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy 
 on us. 
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P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die 
 for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.  Through 
 the Holy Spirit God  cleanses us and gives us the power to 
 proclaim the mighty acts of the one who called us out of dark-
 ness into his marvelous light. As a called and ordained minis-
 ter of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
 declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

 name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

entrance hymn:  Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive  

apostolic greeting 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. 
 O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an       
 instrument of shameful death to be for us the means of life.  
 Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ that we may gladly 
 suffer shame and loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
 our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
 Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
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word  
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 
We sit 
first reading:  genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and 
said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2And I 
will make my covenant between me and you, and will make you exceedingly 
numerous.” 3Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, 4“As for me, 
this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of na-
tions. 5No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abra-
ham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 6I will 
make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings 
shall come from you. 7I will establish my covenant between me and you, 
and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlast-
ing covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you.” 
 15God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her 
Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16I will bless her, and moreover I will 
give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; 
kings of peoples shall come from her.” 
L The Word of the Lord.   
C Thanks Be to God!  
 
psalm 22:23-31 (sing responsively) 

     23You who fear the Lord, give praise! All you of Jacob’s | line, give glory. 
  Stand in awe of the Lord, all you off- | spring of Israel. 
   24For the Lord does not despise nor abhor the poor in their 
poverty; neither is the Lord’s face hid- | den from them; 
  but when they cry out, | the Lord hears them. 
25From you comes my praise in the | great assembly; 
  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who | fear the Lord. 
26The poor shall eat | and be satisfied, 
  Let those who seek the Lord give praise! May your 
hearts | live forever!  
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27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn | to the Lord; 
  all the families of nations shall bow | before God. 
28For dominion belongs | to the Lord, 
  who rules o- | ver the nations. 
29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow | down in worship; 
  all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel 
be- | fore the Lord. 
30Their descendants shall | serve the Lord, 
  whom they shall proclaim to genera- | tions to come. 
31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people | yet unborn, 
  saying to them, “The | Lord has acted!”  
 
second reading:  romans 4:13-25 
13The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to 
Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the 
righteousness of faith. 14If it is the adherents of the law who are to 
be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law 
brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 
16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may 
rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to 
the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of 
Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, “I have 
made you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God 
in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into exist-
ence the things that do not exist. 18Hoping against hope, he be-
lieved that he would become “the father of many nations,” accord-
ing to what was said, “So numerous shall your descendants 
be.” 19He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, 
which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred 
years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s 
womb. 20No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of 
God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21being 
fully convinced that God was able to do what he had prom-
ised. 22Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as righteous-
ness.” 23Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not 
for his sake alone, 24but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who 
believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25who was 
handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our jus-
tification. 
L    The Word of the Lord.    
C    Thanks Be to God! 
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We stand 
lenten verse 

holy gospel:  mark 8:31-38 

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 8th Chapter.  
C  Glory to you, O Lord! (spoken boldly) 
31[Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suf-
fering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and 
be killed, and after three days rise again.32He said all this quite openly. And 
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at 
his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are 
setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
 34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to 
become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and 
follow me. 35For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who 
lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For 
what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their 
life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are 
ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of 
them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of 
his Father with the holy angels.” 
P  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C      Praise to You, O Christ!  (spoken boldly) 
 
We sit 
children’s moment 
 
sermon:                                      rev. dr. patrick w. riddle 
 
We stand  
hymn of the day:   When I Survey the Wondrous Cross    ELW #803 
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nicene creed 
P    With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
C   We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and  
 unseen. 
 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father,   

 God from God, Light from Light,  
         true God from true God, begotten, not made,  
 of one Being with the Father;  
 through him all things were made.   
 For us and for our salvation  
         he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the 

Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again in accordance with 

the scriptures; he ascended into heaven  
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and  
         the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,  
         the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father  
         and the Son, who with the Father and the Son  
         is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
         through the prophets. 
 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
         church. We acknowledge one baptism for the  
 forgiveness of sins. We look for the ☩ resurrection of  
 the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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prayers of the faithful 
After each portion of the prayers: 
P Hear us, O God,   C your mercy is great. 
 
sharing of christ’s peace 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
  
We sit  
offering  
 
offertory anthem:  Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said 

 
 
"Take up your cross," the Savior said, "if you would my disciple be; 
forsake the past, and come this day, and humbly follow after me." 
 
Take up your cross; let not its weight pervade your soul with vain alarm; 
his strength shall bear your spirit up, sustain your heart, and nerve your arm. 
 
Take up your cross, nor heed the shame, nor let your foolish heart rebel; 
for you the Lord endured the cross to save your soul from death and hell. 
 
Take up your cross and follow Christ, nor think till death to lay it down; 
for those who humbly bear the cross one day will wear the glorious crown. 
 

Text: Charles W. Everest, 1814-1877, alt. 
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We stand  
offertory hymn: Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God  

offertory prayer 
P Let us pray: 
C Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this 
 meal. Bless these gifts that we have gathered that all 
 people may know your goodness. Feed us not only with 
 this holy food but with hunger for justice and peace. 
 We pray this in your name. Amen 
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meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

  
holy communion 

 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
 and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful 
 God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
 You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for 
 the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come 
 to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
 with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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sanctus    

P Holy God, our living Water and our merciful Guide, together with 

 rivers and seas, wells and springs we bless and magnify you. 

 You led your people Israel through the desert, and provided them 

 water from the rock. 

 We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water, who joined us in 

 our desert, pouring out his life for the world. 

 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

 and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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P Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 

 to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

P Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, 

 we await your salvation for all this thirsty world. 

 Pour out your Spirit on this holy food and on all the baptized       

 gathered for this feast: wash away our sin, 

 that we may be revived for our journey by the love of Christ. 

 Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

 Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, 

 both now and forever. Amen. 

 
the lord’s prayer  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy  king-
dom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.    
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not   in-
to temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the    king-
dom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
We sit  
invitation to communion 
P       Bread for the journey. A feast for hungry hearts. Come! 
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communion music:  O Christ, Thou Lamb of God           
         Johannes Bugenhagen, Wittenberg, 1528 
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communion music:    In  the Cross of Christ I Glory   ELW #324 
 
We stand 
blessing 
L  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and  
  keep you in his grace. 
C    Amen. 
 

sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
prayer after communion 
P  Generous God, at this table we have tasted your immeasurable 
 grace. As grains of wheat are gathered into one bread, now make us 
 one loaf to feed the world; in the name of Jesus, the Bread of  life. 
C Amen. 
 
benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine 
 upon you and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up his counte-
 nance upon you and give you peace. In the name of the Father 

 ☩ and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
closing hymn:  O Zion, Haste, Your Mission High Fulfilling 

           ELW #668 
        
dismissal 
P Go in peace.  Share your bread. 
C Thanks be to God! 
 

postlude:  A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth      
       Setting: Johann Sebastian Bach 
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Mt. Horeb Lutheran Church 
101 East Boundary Street, Chapin, SC  29036 

803-345-2000  -  www.mthoreb.net 
 

To participate in God’s mission, this congregation as a part of the Church shall  
 
WORSHIP:    Joyfully proclaim the Word of God 
LEARN:       Dutifully study, teach and live the Word of God 
WITNESS:    Boldly share the Word of God 
SERVE:      Humbly and enthusiastically respond to the Word of God 
SUPPORT:   Gladly give our time, talent and treasures motivated by the Word of God 

DISCIPLES: 
   All Members of Mt. Horeb 
 
INTERIM PASTOR: 
   Pat Riddle  
   PastorRiddle@mthoreb.net 
 
INTERIM PARISH 
MUSICIAN: 
   Bob Hawkins  
 

ADMINISTRATOR: 
   Camille Joseph 
   frontdesk@mthoreb.net 
 

TREASURER: 
   Lisa Smith 
   Treasurer@mthoreb.net 
 
PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR: 
   Peggy Miller 
   preschool@mthoreb.net 
 
OVERSEAS MISSIONARIES: 
Rev. Hitoshi & Satoko Adachi 
Email: hitoshi.adachi@elca.org 
 satoko.adachi@elca.org 

CONGREGATION 
COUNCIL 
Officers 

Vice Chair: Katie Morgan 
Secretary: Trina Free 
Treasurer:  Lisa Smith 
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