
  

 
 
 
 
 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 
March 10, 2024, 10am 

 
Welcome to Mt. Horeb Lutheran Church! We greet one another as sisters and brothers in Christ 
and welcome all who may be visiting. We are delighted that you are here to worship, first time visitors, 
and encourage you to sign our guest book in the entry hall.  Please fill out a visitor’s card in the pew 
holders and place it in the offertory plate. HOLY COMMUNION is open to all who confess their faith in 
Jesus and acknowledge Him to be Lord.  Those unable to partake of wine are assured the Church af-
firms our Lord’s presence in, with and under the bread alone. 
 

prelude:  When I Survey the Wondrous Cross    John C. Barr  
 
welcome and announcements 
 

gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
We stand 
confession and forgiveness 
  

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the   
 Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your 
 people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone.  Give 
 us the power of your Holy spirit that we may confess our 
 sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of 
 Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
 truth is not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God who is 
 faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
 unrighteousness. 
C Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 
 have mercy on us. 
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A period of quiet reflection is kept. 
 
P For self-centered living, and for failing to walk with humility and    
 gentleness: 
C Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy 
 on us. 
 
P For longing to have what is not ours, and for hearts that are not at rest 
 with ourselves: 
C Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy 
 on us. 
 
P For misuse of human relationships, and for unwillingness to see the 
 image of God in others: 
C Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy 
 on us. 
 
P For jealousies that divide families and nations, and for rivalries that 
 create strife and warfare: 
C Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy 
 on us. 
 
P For reluctance in sharing the gifts of God, and for carelessness with 
 the fruits of creation: 
C Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy 
 on us. 
 
P For hurtful words that condemn, and for angry deeds that harm: 
C Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy 
 on us. 
 
P For idleness in witnessing to Jesus Christ, and for squandering the 
 gifts of love and grace: 
C Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy 
 on us. 
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P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die 
 for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.  Through 
 the Holy Spirit God  cleanses us and gives us the power to 
 proclaim the mighty acts of the one who called us out of dark-
 ness into his marvelous light. As a called and ordained minis-
 ter of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
 declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

 name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

entrance hymn:  Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive  

apostolic greeting 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. 
 O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son your 
 lifted up this fallen world and rescued us from the hopeless-
 ness of death.  Lead us into your light, that all our deeds may 
 reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
 now and forever. 
C Amen. 
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word  
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 
We sit 
first reading:  numbers 21:4-9 
      4From Mount Hor [the Israelites] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go 
around the land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the 
way. 5The people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you 
brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food 
and no water, and we detest this miserable food.” 6Then the Lord sent poi-
sonous serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many 
Israelites died. 7The people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by 
speaking against the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord to take away 
the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8And the Lord said 
to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone 
who is bitten shall look at it and live.” 9So Moses made a serpent of bronze, 
and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person 
would look at the serpent of bronze and live. 
L The Word of the Lord.   
C Thanks Be to God!  
 
psalm 107: 1-3, 17-22 (sing responsively) 

 
 
 
 

 1Give thanks to the Lord, for the | Lord is good, 
  for God’s mercy en- | dures forever. 
 2Let the redeemed of the | Lord proclaim 
  that God redeemed them from the hand | of the foe, 
 3gathering them in | from the lands; 
  from the east and from the west, from the north and | from the south. 
 17Some were fools and took re- | bellious paths; 
  through their sins they | were afflicted. 
 18They loathed all man- | ner of food 
  and drew near | to death’s door. 
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      19Then in their trouble they cried | to the Lord 
  and you delivered them from | their distress.  
 20You sent forth your | word and healed them 
  and rescued them | from the grave. 
 21Let them give thanks to you, Lord, for your | steadfast 
love and your wonderful works | for all people. 
 22Let them offer sacrifices | of thanksgiving 
  and tell of your deeds with | shouts of joy.  
 
second reading:  ephesians 2:1-10 
1You were dead through the trespasses and sins 2in which you once 
lived, following the course of this world, following the ruler of the 
power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among those who are 
disobedient. 3All of us once lived among them in the passions of our 
flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by na-
ture children of wrath, like everyone else. 4But God, who is rich in 
mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us 5even when we 
were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with 
Christ—by grace you have been saved—6and raised us up with him 
and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so 
that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of 
his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you 
have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is 
the gift of God—9not the result of works, so that no one may 
boast. 10For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for 
good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life. 
L    The Word of the Lord.    
C    Thanks Be to God! 
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We stand 
lenten verse 

holy gospel:  john 3:14-21 

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 3rd Chapter.  
C  Glory to you, O Lord! (spoken boldly) 
[Jesus said:] 14“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so 
must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have 
eternal life. 
 16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone 
who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
 17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but in order that the world might be saved through him. 18Those who be-
lieve in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are con-
demned already, because they have not believed in the name of the only 
Son of God. 19And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the 
world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds 
were evil. 20For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, 
so that their deeds may not be exposed. 21But those who do what is true 
come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been 
done in God.” 
P  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C      Praise to You, O Christ!  (spoken boldly) 
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We sit 
children’s moment 
 
sermon:                                                 pastor ron philabaum 
 
We stand  
hymn of the day:  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling ELW #631 
 
nicene creed 
P    With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
C   We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and  
 unseen. 
 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father,   

 God from God, Light from Light,  
         true God from true God, begotten, not made,  
 of one Being with the Father;  
 through him all things were made.   
 For us and for our salvation  
         he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the 

Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again in accordance with 

the scriptures; he ascended into heaven  
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and  
         the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,  
         the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father  
         and the Son, who with the Father and the Son  
         is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
         through the prophets. 
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 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
         church. We acknowledge one baptism for the  
 forgiveness of sins. We look for the ☩ resurrection of  
 the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
  
prayers of the faithful 
After each portion of the prayers: 
P Hear us, O God,   C your mercy is great. 
 
sharing of christ’s peace 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
  
We sit  
offering  
 
offertory anthem: What Wondrous Love Is This, O My Soul! 
 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss 
to bear the dreadful curse to bear the dreadful curse for my soul? 
 
When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, 
when I was sinking down, sinking down, 
when I was sinking down beneath God's righteous frown, 
Christ laid aside his crown Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 
 
To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; 
to God and to the Lamb I will sing; 
to God and to the Lamb, who is the great I AM, 
while millions join the theme, while millions join the theme, I will sing. 
 
And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on; 
and when from death I'm free, I'll sing on; 
and when from death I'm free, I'll sing God's love for me, 
and through eternity and through eternity I'll sing on. 
 
 

Text: North American folk hymn, 19th cent., alt. 
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We stand  
offertory hymn: Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God  

offertory prayer 
P Let us pray: 
C Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this 
 meal. Bless these gifts that we have gathered that all 
 people may know your goodness. Feed us not only with 
 this holy food but with hunger for justice and peace. 
 We pray this in your name. Amen 
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meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

  
holy communion 

 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
 and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful 
 God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
 You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for 
 the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come 
 to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
 with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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sanctus    

P Holy God, our living Water and our merciful Guide, together with 

 rivers and seas, wells and springs we bless and magnify you. 

 You led your people Israel through the desert, and provided them 

 water from the rock. 

 We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water, who joined us in 

 our desert, pouring out his life for the world. 

 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

 and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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P Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 

 to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

P Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, 

 we await your salvation for all this thirsty world. 

 Pour out your Spirit on this holy food and on all the baptized       

 gathered for this feast: wash away our sin, 

 that we may be revived for our journey by the love of Christ. 

 Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

 Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, 

 both now and forever. Amen. 

 
the lord’s prayer  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy  king-
dom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.    
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not   in-
to temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the    king-
dom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
We sit  
invitation to communion 
P       Bread for the journey. A feast for hungry hearts. Come! 
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communion music:  O Christ, Thou Lamb of God           
         Johannes Bugenhagen, Wittenberg, 1528 
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communion music:  What Feast of Love Is Offered Here? ELW  #487 
 
We stand 
blessing 
L  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and  
  keep you in his grace. 
C    Amen. 
 

sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
prayer after communion 
P  Generous God, at this table we have tasted your immeasurable 
 grace. As grains of wheat are gathered into one bread, now make us 
 one loaf to feed the world; in the name of Jesus, the Bread of  life. 
C Amen. 
 
benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine 
 upon you and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up his counte-
 nance upon you and give you peace. In the name of the Father 

 ☩ and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
closing hymn:  Lift High the Cross! ELW #660 
        
dismissal 
P Go in peace.  Share your bread. 
C Thanks be to God! 
 

postlude:  Fanfare on Love Divine, All Loves Excelling                            
               Karen Keene  
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Mt. Horeb Lutheran Church 
101 East Boundary Street, Chapin, SC  29036 

803-345-2000  -  www.mthoreb.net 
 

To participate in God’s mission, this congregation as a part of the Church shall  
 
WORSHIP:    Joyfully proclaim the Word of God 
LEARN:       Dutifully study, teach and live the Word of God 
WITNESS:    Boldly share the Word of God 
SERVE:      Humbly and enthusiastically respond to the Word of God 
SUPPORT:   Gladly give our time, talent and treasures motivated by the Word of God 

DISCIPLES: 
   All Members of Mt. Horeb 
 
INTERIM PASTOR: 
   Ron Philabaum  
   PastorRon@mthoreb.net 
 
INTERIM PARISH 
MUSICIAN: 
   Bob Hawkins  
 

ADMINISTRATOR: 
   Camille Joseph 
   frontdesk@mthoreb.net 
 

TREASURER: 
   Lisa Smith 
   Treasurer@mthoreb.net 
 
PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR: 
   Peggy Miller 
   preschool@mthoreb.net 
 
OVERSEAS MISSIONARIES: 
Rev. Hitoshi & Satoko Adachi 
Email: hitoshi.adachi@elca.org 
 satoko.adachi@elca.org 

CONGREGATION 
COUNCIL 
Officers 

Vice Chair: Katie Morgan 
Secretary: Trina Free 
Treasurer:  Lisa Smith 
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